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Town of North Casle, New York

CHAPTER 6 HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

6.1 Town History
Adapted from the websites of the Town of North Castle and the North
Castle Historical Society web sites.

The Town of North Castle was home to the Native American tribe the
Siwanoys, who were part of the Wappinger Confederacy. Many places
and names in Town derive from the Native American chiefs who once
controlled the North Castle area. Some names that have been named after
the Siwanoy chiefs include the Mianus Gorge (stems from Chief Ma-
yano), the Kensico Reservoir (from chief Cokenseko) and the Coman Hill
School (from the name Cohamong).

In 1701 King William III of England, gave some of his favorite lords the
areas called the Middle Patent and the West Patent, each respectfully
known today as the eastern and western part of North Castle. People from
the Massachusetts and Connecticut areas settled in the eastern part of
North Castle while Quakers from Long Island and Rye New York inhabit-

Smith’s Tavern Source: tvocphoto.com

North Castle

Historic Society
The North Castle Historical
Society is headquartered in the
historic Smith’s Tavern on 440
Bedford Road in Armonk New
York. The society is a non-for-
profit organization dedicated to
preserving historic sites,
educating the community and
celebrating local traditions. To
find out more information about
North Castle and its rich
history, the society encourages
people to visit the North Castle
library and to read the multiple
historical documents found on
their website. Learn more at
northcastlehistoricalsociety.org
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ed the area known today as Armonk. The name North Castle derives from
an old Indian fortress that was located on the hill where the IBM World
Headquarters now resides. This fortress to the settlers resembled a Euro-
pean Castle and they decided to call the area North Castle.

In 1788 North Castle officially became a town of New York when the
State passed an act that divided the counties of New York State into mul-
tiple towns. North Castle was once much bigger than it is today and in

Figure 6-1. Miller Hill, site of
Washington’s Army encamp-
ment following the Battle of
White Plains.

1791 North Castle was divided and the upper area became known as New
Castle.

During the American Revolution, the town of North Castle was regarded
as a neutral territory between the colonies and the British. During the bat-
tle of White Plains New York, General George Washington positioned his

army on top of the hills of North Castle, where his men would strategical-
ly fire down at Britain’s General Howe and his army. General Washing-
ton successfully stopped Howe from advancing and many regard this
stand as a major turning point in the Revolution. Remnants of this battle
can be found at Miller Hill in North White Plains.

Towards the beginning of the 19th century, most residents of North Castle
were farmers. In the 1840s many inhabitants began to turn to the shoe-
making industry to make extra money. Around 300 households in North
Castle were involved in creating shoes. The mid-1800s brought massive
change as the industrial revolution introduced trains to the region, brought
an end to “cottage industries” in the Town and contributed to the decline
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Figure 6-2. Historical Maps

Town of North Casle, New York
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The images to the above show various maps of North Castle throughout it’s history.

All maps shown above can be found on the town of North Castle’s official website. Along with the
various maps provided, the website offers pdf files of all the North Castle Historical Society’s book-
lets. All can be accessed on http://www.northcastleny.com/planning/pages/historical-society-

documents.
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Links to
Historic Resources

North Castle Historical Society

Westchester County Historical
Society

New York State Office of
Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation

National Trust for Historic
Preservation
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of agriculture in the area. North Castle was not directly on a train line so
many traveled to and from the trains by stagecoaches. Homes were built
on the “Bedford Road Historic District” in the hamlet of Armonk, along
the Post Road between White Plains and Bedford, which is now listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. During the late 19th century
North Castle suffered economically and the population declined from
around 2,200 to 1,470.

In the beginning of the 20th century many New York City businessmen
wanted to create country estates in the North Castle area. The area was
ideal for estates; businessmen would be able to commute to and from the
train to New York City. In 1909 the thriving hamlet of Kensico stood in
the way of new plans to create a Kensico Reservoir to provide fresh water
to New York City. The hamlet of Kensico was destroyed in order to cre-
ate the reservoir and many inhabitants moved to Valhalla and North
White Plains. The reservoir dam was constructed during the years 1909-
1917. The construction brought in many immigrants from Europe who
specialized in masonry for the dam.

6.2 Historic Preservation

A. Landmark Preservation Policies

Chapter 195 of the Code of the Town of North Castle establishes the
Town’s “Landmark Preservation” policies. The chapter’s purpose is the
protection, enhancement and perpetuation of structures, landmarks and
preservation districts of special character or special historical or aesthetic
interest or value. A Landmarks Preservation Committee is established to
designate landmark structures, sites and districts as well as administer the
landmark preservation rules and policies of the Town. The Committee
also reviews applications for “certificates of appropriateness” for pro-
posals to make changes to the appearance of designated landmarks.

B. Town Landmarks

Seven sites or structures have been designated as Town Landmarks by the
Town of North Castle Landmarks Preservation Committee. These are
listed in Figure 6-4. Of the seven Town Landmarks, the Smith’s Tavern
Complex in Armonk and the Miller House/Washington’s Headquarters in
North White Plains are on the National Register of Historic Places. A
large portion of the Town’s Historic District #1 in Armonk is also on the
National Register of Historic Places as the Bedford Road Historic Dis-
trict.
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o Historic District #1, which includes
e Bedford Road Historic District* (see below for properties
in this National Register Historic District)
e North Castle Town Hall Complex, including the Cornell\-
Birdsall House
e Armonk United Methodist Church
e Smith’s Tavern Complex*, 440 Bedford Road/Route 22
e Miller House/Washington’s Headquarters*, 140 Virginia Rd
e Zia/Graf Building, 85 Round Hill Road
e Brundage House, 481 Bedford Road/Route 22
o Lyon House, 336 Bedford Banksville Road,

e Breezemont Hotel, 62 Cox Avenue Figure 6-4. Breezemont Hotel
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Bedford Road Historic District*
12 Bedford Road

16 Bedford Road

24 Bedford Road

30 Bedford Road

40 Bedford Road

44 Bedford Road

St. Stephens Cemetery

St. Stephens Episcopal Church

Figure 6-3. Bedford Road Historic District

Pt mm!ﬁgﬁwﬁmrgioad Historic District, Armonk, NY" by Daniel Casec, Wikipedia
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The Smith’s Tavern Complex in Armonk, designated as a Town Land-
mark and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, includes
several historic structures on one parcel of land. The offices of the North
Castle Historical Society are also located at the Smith’s Tavern com-
plex.

The Miller House, also known as Washington’s Headquarters, is listed
both as a Town Landmark and is on the National Register of Historic
Places. The county-owned site is currently closed and has fallen into a
state of disrepair. Discussions continue between the Town and the
County on the future of the facility.

An additional site, Miller Hill Park on McDougal Drive in North White
Plains, is also listed on the Westchester County Inventory of Historic
Places. Miller Hill is the only Revolutionary War battles site in
Westchester County that survives in its natural setting and was also the
site of Washington’s Army encampment following the Battle of White
Plains.

The Bronx River Parkway Reservation, including the Kensico Dam Pla-
za and partly located in North Castle, is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

Source: Town of North Castle Historical Society (Link: http:/
www.northcastleny.com/planning/pages/historical-society-documents,
Westchester County Inventory of Historic Places, 2015 (Link: http://
planning.westchestergov.com/images/stories/MapPDFES/
HistoricSitesMap2015.pdf)

C. Historical Markers—during the National Bicentennial year of 1976,
five historic sites were given permanent metal historical markers: Thom-
as Wright’s Mills— Major John Andre Monument; Miller House/
Washington’s Headquarters; Miller Hill Revolutionary War Battle Site;

Historic Smith’s Tavern and Middle Patent Rural Cemetery.

D. Historic District #1 and the Bedford Road Historic District - The
Town’s Historic District #1 is located along Bedford Road in the hamlet

of Armonk. A large part of the Town’s Historic District #1 includes
properties that make up the Bedford Road Historic District which is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Bedford Road
Historic District includes eight structures including St. Stephen’s
Church and cemetery. The District is distinct because of the uniform
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State and National Register of Historic Places

The State and National Registers of Historic Places are the official lists of buildings, structures, districts, objects, and
sites significant in the history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture of New York and the nation. The
same eligibility criteria are used for both the State and National Registers. The National Historic Preservation Act of
1966 and the New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980 established the National and State Registers programs.
In New York, the Commissioner of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, who is
also the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), administers these programs.

Benefits of being listed on the Registers:

eRegistered properties and properties determined eligible for the Registers receive a measure of protection from the
effects of federal and/or state agency sponsored, licensed or assisted projects through a notice, review, and consulta-
tion process.

eOwners of depreciable, certified historic properties may take a 20 percent federal income tax credit for the costs of
substantial rehabilitation as provided for under the Tax Reform Act of 1986.

eMunicipal and not-for-profit owners of listed historic properties may apply for matching state historic preservation
grants.

There are no restrictions placed on private owners of registered properties. Private property owners may sell, alter or
dispose of their property as they wish.

Source: New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. For more information, go to NYS
OPRHP website: http://nysparks.com/shpo/national-register/

Environmental Review Program

The Environmental Review program is a planning process that helps protect New York's historic cultural resources
from the potential impacts of projects that are funded, licensed or approved by state or federal agencies. Under Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and Section 14.09 of the New York State Historic Preservation Act, the
SHPO's role in the review process is to ensure that effects or impacts on eligible or listed properties are considered and
avoided or mitigated during the project planning process. In addition, the SHPO advises local communities on local
preservation environmental reviews, upon request, under the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review
Act. For more information go to: http://nysparks.com/shpo/environmental-review/

Figure 6-5. Site of Thomas
Wright’s Mill
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spacing between buildings, the uniform setbacks, and the regularity of the
Federal and Greek Revival buildings. St. Stephens Church was the first
building erected in the hamlet, originally known as Mile Square.

The properties in the Town Historic District #1 that are outside the Bed-
ford Road Historic District include the Town Hall Complex on Bedford
Road (which includes the historic Cornell-Birdsall House) and the Ar-
monk United Methodist Church at the corner of Bedford Road and Main
Street.

Link to map of Town of North Castle Historic District #1:
http://www.northcastleny.com/sites/northcastleny/files/file/file/hd1.pdf

Link to map and information on Bedford Road Historic District:
http://www.northcastleny.com/sites/northcastleny/files/file/file/
bedford_road_historic_district.pdf

Source: Town of North Castle Historical Society.

Figure 6-6. St. Stephen’s Church and Cemetery

Figure 6-7. Mile Square
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Photo Source: allaboutarmonk.com
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