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Town of North Casle, New York

CHAPTER 5 RECREATION AND OPEN
SPACE

5.1 Overview

The Town of North Castle has over 8,645 acres of open space,
which is found in the form of local parks and open space, county
parks and parkway lands, nature preserves, private recreation and
water supply lands. These areas are variably designated for both ac-
tive and passive recreation, open or limited access, or for resource
conservation. North Castle’s parks and open spaces serve as places :
of recreation and respite, as community gathering places, centers of Figure 5-1. Wampus Brook Park
learning, and as reflections of its culture and history. Source: AngelaL L, TrekEarth,

2008

Publicly owned parks and open space account for 6,348 acres, or
approximately 1/2 acre per resident. The Town is located in a region
that is rich in recreational resources. The Town’s central location
within the County affords North Castle residents access to a signifi-
cant number of County parks, historic sites and nature preserves.

A. Recreational Resources
Public parks provide a large portion of the outdoor recreational re-
sources within the Town of North Castle; however, other opportuni-
ties for outdoor recreation include:

o Nature preserves

e Community centers

e Schools

e Golf courses

e Private swim and tennis clubs

o Private equestrian facilities

B. Open Space

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
defines open space as, “An area of land or water that either remains
in its natural state or is used for agriculture, free from intensive de-
velopment for residential, commercial, industrial or institutional
use. Open space can be publicly or privately owned. It includes agri-
cultural and forest land, undeveloped coastal and estuarine lands,
undeveloped scenic lands, public parks and preserves. It also in-
cludes water bodies such as lakes and bays. The definition of open
space depends on the context. In a big city, a vacant lot or a small
marsh can be open space. A small park or a narrow corridor for
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Figure 5-2. Major Open Spaces and Recreation Resources

Name Acres Name Acres

Local Parks and Open Space Private Recreation

Betsey Sluder Preserve 93 A.L. Ehrman Recreation Center 11

Cat Rocks Park 113 Breezemont Day Camp 13

Cedar Hill/Huntwood Park 19 Brynwood Golf and Country Club 155

Clove Road Park 15 Fishing Club of White Plains 15

Fountains Park 15 Lindeman Farm 51

Tohnson Tract 10 Whippoorwill Country Club* 175

John A. Lombardi Park 20 | [White Birch Farm 2

Miller Park 1 Windmill Club 25

North Castle Community Park 47

Quarry Park 1 Institutional and Public Assembly

Strauss Park 9 Byram Hills High School 64

Town Hall and Legion Field 3 Ezga(llm Hills School District Property, Round Hill 14

Wampus Brook Park AR Coman Hill Elementary School 13

Winkler Park 4 | |crittenden Middle School 19
Jennie Clarkson Campus 37

County Parks and Parkway Lands Louis Calder Center, Fordham University 109

Bronx River Parkway Reservation* 27 St Patrick’s Church 3

Cranberry Lake Preserve* 156 Wampus Elementary School 25

Kensico Dam Plaza* 65

Miller Hill 3 Water Supply Lands

Silver Lake Park™ >7 Byram Lake/Mount Kisco Water Supply Lands* 293

Wampus Pond Park* 82 Greenwich/Port Chester Waterworks Lands* 195

'Washington’s Headquarters/Miller House 1 New York City Water Supply Lands* 4,851
Windmill Water District 73

Nature Preserves

Byram Lake Preserve 29 Nurseries

Eugene and Agnes Meyer Preserve* 259 Roth Nursery 25

Mianus River Gorge Preserve* 564 Troy’s Garden Nursery 28

N .ature Conservancy (Middle Patent Rd., Mianus 46

River Rd.) Cemeteries

Nichols Preserve* 81 Middle Patent Cemetery 14

'Westmoreland Sanctuary* 622

* Portion of property located in the Town of North Castle.
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Figure 5-3. Clove Road Park,
North White Plains
Source: Bing Maps
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walking or bicycling is open space, though it may be surrounded by
developed areas. Cultural and historic resources are part of the herit-
age of New York State and are often protected along with open
space.” (source: http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/317.html).

Figure 5-1 Major Open Spaces and Recreational Resources lists
several types of open spaces and recreation facilities in Town, in-
cluding Town and County park lands, water supply lands, schools
which include open space and recreational resources, nature pre-
serves and private facilities such as golf courses, swim clubs and pri-
vate equestrian facilities and schools.

5.2 Town of North Castle Parks
The Town of North Castle has 15 main municipal parks within its
borders, listed below by the portion of the Town in which they are
located (Sources: Town website, Westchester County Open Space
Map and 1996 Town Comprehensive Plan Update).

North White Plains

e Clove Road Park (15 acres) is located at North Broadway and
Clove Road. The complex includes the North Castle Community
Center with a gymnasium, game room, branch library and read-
ing room, a playground area, multi-purpose field and Little
League baseball field. The park is also adjacent to the County’s
Bronx River Parkway Reservation and pathway.

e Miller Park is located at northeast corner of North Broadway
and Reservoir Road. This small landscaped park, under one acre
in size, serves as a gateway to the Town at a busy intersection

and includes historical monuments and small seating areas.
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. Figure 5-4. Miller Park, North
Broadway and Reservoir Road,
~ North White Plains

Source: Google Maps

Quarry Park is accessed from William Street and Old Orchard
Street in the Quarry Heights neighborhood. This small neighbor-
hood park, under one acre in size, includes a playground and a
grass play area.

Strauss Park (9 acres) is located on Old Orchard Street in the
Quarry Heights neighborhood. This park, mostly wooded with an
open grass ball field near Old Orchard Street, is adjacent to the
County’s Cranberry Lake Preserve.

Fountains Park (15 acres) is a wooded area located adjacent to
and south of Clove Road Park. Accessible from Hillandale Ave-
nue, it is bisected by Washington Avenue North and is adjacent
to the Bronx River Parkway Reservation.

Armonk

John A. Lombardi Park (20 acres) is located at 85 Cox Ave-
nue. This park contains a Little League field, known as Clark
Field, two multi-purpose ball fields, a fitness trail, basketball and
tennis courts, a playground, a picnic pavilion and parking areas.
The Town’s Parks and Recreation Maintenance Facility is also ~ Figure 5-5. Quarry Park,
located at the park. The park is adjacent, and connected by a William Street, Quarry Heights
walking trail, to the Wampus Elementary School and Crittenden ~ Source: Google Maps
Middle School facilities. = g
North Castle Community Park (47 acres) is located on Busi-
ness Park Drive, south of downtown Armonk. Facilities at the
park include several softball and baseball fields, soccer fields, a L
walking and running track, platform tennis courts, a playground =
and picnic pavilion. An indoor sports and tennis facility is pri-
vately operated at the park.
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Town of North Castle
Recreation Department
Hergenhan Recreation
Center, 40 Maple Avenue
Armonk, New York 10504
(914) 273-3325

recretion @northcastleny.com

North Castle Recreation &
Parks is dedicated to provid-
ing superior quality recrea-
tion programs and services
to all residents of the Town
regardless of age, economic
or social status. Through our
programs, we seek to
strengthen families, promote
wellness, build self-esteem
and enhance the quality of
life for all of the participants
in our community.

Figure 5-6. John A. Lombardi
Park, Armonk
Source: Bing Maps
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Johnson Tract (10 acres) is located at 45 North Greenwich
Road. This site is currently a wooded open space parcel in a res-
idential area.

North Castle Town Hall and Legion Field (8 acres) is located
at 15 Bedford Road. Much of the site is occupied by Town facil-
ities such as Town Hall office and court buildings, a Town gar-
age and parking lots. The Legion Field, a non-regulation sized
softball diamond, is at the center of the site.

Wampus Brook Park (55 acres) follows a route along the
Wampus Brook through Armonk, beginning in the north along
Route 128 and down to Route 22 at its southern end. Access in
the downtown area is along Maple Avenue. The park contains a
gazebo bandstand for concerts, sitting areas, a pathway system
and pond. The Town’s Hergenhan Recreation Center, located at
40 Maple Avenue, is directly adjacent to the park. A small por-
tion of the park, between Bedford Road and Route 22, was re-
cently cleared of trees after a storm; the Town is considering
potential recreational uses on the site.

Betsy Sluder Nature Preserve (93 acres) is located off of Old
Route 22, east of downtown Armonk. This conservancy is
wooded with trails for hiking, bird-watching and nature obser-
vation. A small parking lot allows access on Old Route 22 and
access is also permitted from Shippen Lane.

Eastern District

Cat Rocks Park (113 acres) is located on Bedford Banksville
Road with trail access from Hissarlik Way. Designated as a na-
ture preserve, the park includes hiking trails and areas for wild-
life observation. The eastern end of the park is across Smith
Farm Road from a portion of the Mianus River Gorge Preserve.
Cedar Hill/Huntwood Park (19 acres) is a natural, wooded site
located on Cedar Hill Road.

Winkler Park (4 acres) is located on Bedford Banksville Road.
The site includes a parking area, playground, basketball court,
two tennis courts and a viewing area on an adjacent pond.

Un-Named Town Parks

% Several parcels of land throughout the Town of North Castle have
been set-aside as Town Parks often as open space set-asides result-
¥ ing from the approval process for residential developments. These

© parks, shown on Map 5-1, are open to the public and are often un-

. improved, wooded and include environmentally sensitive features.
Others may have small recreation areas set aside for public use. For
| example, a small ball field is used by local adult softball leagues on
a small Town Park parcel within the Windmill Club development

. off of Route 22.
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5.3 Town Recreation Facilities—Non-Open Space

Hergenhan Recreation Center—located at 40 Maple Ave-
nue, is directly adjacent to the Wampus Brook Park in Ar-
monk. The Center includes multi-purpose rooms, craft room,
conference room, kitchens and a dance studio. The Center
also houses the offices of the Town’s Recreation Depart-
ment.

The North Castle Public Library is located at 19 Whippoor-
will Road East at Kent Place in downtown Armonk. The li-
brary also includes a community meeting space and an audi-
torium. Both spaces can be rented for a variety of activities.
North Castle Community Center is located on the grounds
of the Clove Road Park on North Broadway and Clove Road
in North White Plains. The center includes a gymnasium,
game room, a branch of the North Castle Public Library and a
North Castle Police Department sub-station. The full park
complex also includes a playground area and ball fields.

5.4 School Facilities

Wampus Elementary School (25 acres) is located on Wampus
Avenue and McDonald Avenue in Armonk and is adjacent to
the Crittendon Middle School and John A. Lombardi Park. Fa-
cilities at the school include soccer and baseball/softball fields, a
playground and a gymnasium.

Coman Hill Elementary School (13 acres) is located on Route
22, east of Armonk and adjacent to the Brynwood Golf and
Country Club. Facilities at the school include a playground, a
soccer field and a gymnasium.

Crittenden Middle School (19 acres) is located on McDonald
Avenue in Armonk and is adjacent to the Wampus Elementary
School and John A. Lombardi Park. Recreation facilities include
several soccer fields and a gymnasium.

Byram Hills High School (64 acres) is located on Tripp Lane

Town of North Casle, New York

Figure 5-7. Winkler Park,
Bedford Banskville Road and

| Winkler Farm Road.
- Source: Bing Maps
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Figure 5-8. North Castle
Public Library, Armonk
Source: Armonk Daily Voice

off of Route 22 in Armonk. Recreation facilities include base-
ball and softball fields, tennis courts, soccer fields, an artificial
turf field with outdoor track and field facilities, a cross country
running course, basketball hoops and a gymnasium.

e Byram Hills School District also owns a vacant, wooded prop-
erty, 14 acres in size, on Round Hill Road in the Town’s eastern
district.

5.6 Water Supply Lands

Several municipal and private water supplies own properties
throughout North Castle. The largest is New York City Water Sup-
ply Lands with 4,851 acres in the western portion of the Town be-
tween Armonk and North White Plains and parcels in the Quarry
Heights section of Town. The Windmill Water District owns 73
acres land adjacent to the Windmill Club residential development.
The Greenwich/Port Chester Waterworks owns 195 acres of proper-
ty in the Eastern District adjacent to Mianus River Gorge Preserve.
The Town/Village of Mount Kisco owns the Byram Lake/Mount
Kisco Water Supply Lands, 293 acres of which are in North Castle
with additional lands located in the Town of Bedford. Access and
activities on all these water supply lands are limited. Fishing is al-
lowed on the New York City Reservoirs through permits obtained
by the New York City’s Department of Environmental Protection.
Similarly, fishing is permitted at Byram Lake/Mount Kisco Water
Supply through the Town/Village of Mount Kisco.

5.7 Golf Courses—Public and Private

e Brynwood Golf and Country Club—Located on 155 acres
along Route 22 and adjacent to [-684, east of Armonk, this club
includes an 18-hole golf course, tennis courts, a clubhouse and
banquet facilities. The property is recently the subject of a pro-
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posal to develop a 73-unit residential golf community. The club
is also adjacent to the Coman Hill Elementary School.

e Whippoorwill Club — Located along Whippoorwill Road and
partly located in the Town of North Castle in Armonk, this pri-
vate 18-hole golf course facility was first constructed in the ear-
ly 1920’s and expanded upon over the years, including a golf
course, club house, and incorporating residential development
surrounding the course. The Club includes 175 acres in North
Castle and the remainder is in the Town of New Castle.

5.8 Nature Preserves

A variety of protected, natural open spaces are located throughout
the Town of North Castle. These are listed in Figure 5-1. Major
Open Spaces and Recreation Resources. These properties are man-
aged by a variety of non-profit organizations; the properties are of-
ten open to public for hiking, walking and nature observation. Sev-
eral of these have portions of the properties also located in adjacent
municipalities, such as Westmoreland Sanctuary which has large
portions within the Town of Bedford, the Nichols Preserve with
lands also in Greenwich, CT and the Mianus River Gorge Preserve
with lands also in the Town of Pound Ridge.

5.9 Other Private Clubs and Institutional Open Spaces

Several larger private recreation and institutional open spaces are

located throughout the Town and are also listed in Figure 5- 1.

o The Anita Louise Ehrman (ALE) Recreation Center in Ar-
monk is a 11 acre private membership club located on Green-
way Road adjacent to Wampus Brook Park. Membership is
available to residents of North Castle and the Byram Hills
School District. The Town has operated the pool as a Town pool
since 2015.

o Two private equestrian, or horse riding facilities are located in
the Town’s eastern district. Lindeman Farm (51 acres) is located
on Mead Road and White Birch Farm (25 acres) is located on
Bedford Banksville Road.

e While not all shown on Map 5-1 or Figure 5-1, several smaller
private recreation facilities in the Town include the Armonk
Tennis Club on Route 22 and adjacent to the Coman Hills Ele-
mentary School, the Daniel Grey Fishing Club of White Plains
located across Middle Patent Road from the Windmill Water
District lands, the Grand Slam Health and Tennis Club on Bed-
ford Banksville Road in Banksville, Breezemont Day Camp on
Cox Avenue in Armonk and the Windmill Club, part of the
Windmill Farms residential development east of Armonk.

o In addition to several properties associated with houses of wor-
ship, one larger private institutional property is the 37 acre Jen-

59

Town of North Casle, New York
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nie Clarkson Home for youth in North White Plains which also
1s home to the St. Christopher’s School and the REACH Acade-
my, adjacent to the New York City Water Supply Lands and the
BOCES campus.

The 109 acre Louis Calder Center, Fordham University’s Bio-
logical Field Station, is located in Armonk on Whippoorwill
Road.

5.10 Westchester County Parks—the county operates several park
facilities in North Castle. Additional information on these county
facilities can be found at http://parks.westchestergov.com.

Bronx River Parkway Reservation— this county park and
parkway runs south from Kensico Dam Plaza with the 27
acre portion of the reservation in North Castle bordering the
Towns of Mount Pleasant and Greenburgh and the City of
White Plains. Just south of Kensico Dam Plaza, a paved bicy-
cle and pedestrian pathway runs through the North Castle
section of the reservation adjacent to Clove Road Park and
Fountains Park.

Kensico Dam Plaza—the recently renovated “Central Park”
of Westchester County” is in both the Towns of North Castle
and Mount Pleasant with 65 acres in North Castle. Walking
and biking pathways in the plaza, and connecting to the top
of the historic dam, are accessed from the Bronx River Park-
way and local roadways. The paths are also connected to the
Bronx River Parkway Reservation pathway and the plaza is
walking distance from the Valhalla train station. The plaza
also contains a playground and is host to various events and
festivals.

Cranberry Lake Preserve—this wooded park includes hik-
ing trails, lakes and former quarries. Approximately 156
acres are in North Castle with a small portion also in the

Figure 5-9. Standards for Parkland, National Recreation and Parks Association

Park Type
Mini-Park
Neighborhood Park
Community Park
Regional Park

Acres/1000 Population Minimum Size Service Area Radius
0.25-0.50 1 acre or less <.25 mile/5 minute walk
1.0-2.0 15 acres .5 mile/12 minute walk
5.0-8.0 25 acres 1-2 miles/5 minute drive
Variable 200+ acres 30 miles/1 hour drive

For more information on parkland and recreational standards for municipalities, see:
http://www.nrpa.org/Professional-Development/Accreditation/CAPRA/CAPRA-Standards/

May 2016
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Town/Village of Harrison. The preserve’s Nature Center
hosts family-oriented educational programs.

o Miller Hill—this 3 acre park is located on McDougal Drive in
North White Plains and is also listed on the Westchester
County Inventory of Historic Places. It is the only Revolu-
tionary War battle site in its natural setting. Earthworks on
Miller Hill protected General Washington’s right wing during
the Battle of White Plains.

e Silver Lake Park-only 57 acres of this county park are locat-
ed in the Quarry Heights section of the Town. The main ac-
cess points into the park are from Lake Street in the City of
White Plains and Old Lake Street in the Town/Village of Har-
rison. The park includes mostly wooded areas with hiking
trails.

o Wampus Pond Park- 82 acres of this park is located in
North Castle with the remainder in the Town of New Castle.
Row boats and fishing are permitted on lake with access
from Route 128.

o Washington’s Headquarters- also known as the Miller
House, is approximately one acre in size and is listed both as
a Town Landmark and is on the National Register of Historic
Places. The site is currently closed and has fallen into a state
of disrepair. Discussions continue between the Town and the
County on the future of the facility.

5.11 Undeveloped Land

A large portion of open space remains as undeveloped land in the
Town. The 1,387 acres categorized by the Town as Vacant/
Undeveloped is approximately 0.08% of the Town’s land area.
These properties vary from privately owned lands that may someday
be developed to Town-owned, non-park properties that are currently
undeveloped and may serve as open space resources.

5.12 Open Space and Recreation Plans

In 2003 the Town’s Open Space Committee published its Town of
North Castle Open Space Study Committee Report which evaluated,
the potential purchase and protection of 131 privately-owned par-
cels in the Town. The Report, included in Appendix 5-1, prioritized
the parcels with the highest level of open space value and need for
protection. The Town’s most recent plan for its Recreation Depart-
ment was the 1990 Recreation Development Plan.

5.13 National Recreation & Park Association Standards

A. Mini-Parks

These small parks focus on limited, unique, or isolated recreational
needs. They are specialized facilities that serve a concentration or

Town of North Casle, New York
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Figure 5-10. Miller Hill
County Park
Source: Westchester County
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Figure 5-11. North Castle
Community Park

Source: Westchester County

Figure 5-12. Mianus River
Gorge Preserve
Source: Westchester County
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limited population or specific group such as tots or senior citizens.

o Service Area: Less than ¥4 - mile radius, Desired Size: one
acre or less

o Acres per 1,000 Population: V4 to 2 acres

e Desired Site Characteristics: These parks should be situated
within neighborhoods and in close proximity to apartment
complexes, townhouse development, and/or housing for the
elderly. Users should be able to see the opposite end of a mini
-park.

B. Neighborhood Parks
Small and large neighborhood parks offer similar recreation oppor-
tunities; however, the larger neighborhood parks generally feature
between five and 10 acres in size. (This is a modification of the pre-
vious NRPA standard for neighborhood parks that calls for one to
two acres of parkland per 1,000 people.) Small and large neighbor-
hood parks can provide both passive and active recreation. In gen-
eral, they feature areas for intense recreational activities, such as
ball field games, court games, crafts, playground equipment, skat-
ing, picnicking, and more. Undeveloped natural areas are also desir-
able in these parks.

e Service Area: V4 to ¥2 mile radius, Desired Size: Small: one to

five acres; Large: five to ten acres

5-12
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e Acres per 1,000 Population: one to two acres

e Desired Site Characteristics: These parks should be suited for
intense development and be easily accessible to the neighbor- §
hood. Ideally, they should be geographically centered with
safe walking and bike access. These parks can be developed
as school — park facilities.

C. Community Parks
These park components focus on serving larger, community-wide
outdoor recreational needs.

o General Use: These parks have areas of diverse environmen-
tal quality. They may include areas for intense recreational
facilities, such as athletic complexes for organized sports,
large group picnicking, and community gatherings. They may
also feature areas of natural quality for activities such as
walking, biking, and viewing that are supported by trail sys-
tems.

e Service Area: Several neighborhoods - One to two mile radi-
us, Desired Size: 30 to 50 acres

e Acres per 1,000 population: five to eight acres

e Desired Site Characteristics These parks should be easily ac-
cessible to the neighborhoods that are served and include are-
as for intense outdoor recreational development. Other desira-
ble components include natural features such as water bodies.

o >, T

Figure 5-13. Eugene and Agnes
Meyer Nature Preserve
Source: Westchester County

D. Special Purpose Parks

These park system components focus on a single use, such as histor-
ic preservation or downtown open space. The NRPA has no specific
standards for special purpose parks as they are unique to each com-
munity.

o General Use: These parks are centered on a specific environ-
mental feature, historical event or setting and offer a unique
place that assists in creating a sense of place in the communi-
ty.

o Service Area: No applicable standard, Desired Size: Varies

e Acres per 1,000 population: Varies

o Desired Site Characteristics: These parks cater to a cultural,
historic, or social recreational needs.

E. Urban Green Space

o These park system components are typically made up of lands
set aside for preserving drainage corridors, wetlands, or other
significant community natural resource areas. The NRPA has
no specific standards for these areas.

o General Use: These features are generally open to the public,
but usually do not contain many facilities beyond access
points and trail systems.

5-13
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o Service Area: No applicable standard, Desired Size: Varies

e Acres per 1,000 population: Varies

 Site characteristics vary based on the resource being conserved or pro-
tected. Typically, these areas should have nature-based, low impact recre-
ational facilities. These park system components are typically made up of
lands set aside for preserving drainage corridors, wetlands, or other sig-
nificant community natural resource areas. The NRPA has no specific
standards for these areas.
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