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Town of North Casle, New York

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

The Town of North Castle, New York is located in the eastern central sec-
tion of Westchester County and is approximately 26 square miles in area.
(see Map 1.1.) The Town stretches from the semi-urban area of North
White Plains in the south, north through the parks and open spaces sur-
rounding New York City watershed properties of the Kensico Reservoir,
past the suburban hamlet and residential developments of Armonk and
north east to the semi-rural portion of the Town near Banksville, also
known as the Eastern District.

As utilized in the Town Comprehensive Plan Update of 1996, this report
will refer to three areas of the Town; North White Plains, Armonk and the
Eastern District. The hamlet of Banksville is located in the Eastern District
(see Map 1.2).

North Castle is bordered by ten other municipalities. In the North White
Plains area of the Town, the City of White Plains is directly adjacent to the
south, its border running through commercial properties and a residential
neighborhood, through the open spaces of the City of White Plains’ water-
shed properties and Westchester County’s Silver Lake Park. The Town of
Greenburgh is located just to the west of North White Plains, across the
Bronx River Parkway Reservation. The Town of Mount Pleasant shares
much of the Town’s western boundary, from the area of Kensico Dam Pla-
za through the Kensico Reservoir and Watershed lands. The Town of New

Figure 1-1. Town of North Castle Town Hall

L o ¥, B TS

1-1

March 2016
Prepared by the Westchester County Department of Planning



Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant

Town of North Casle, New York

Castle lies to the northwest of the Armonk area. The Town of Bedford is
along the northeast boundary of the Town. The Town of Pound Ridge
located to the east; the Towns’ common boundary is formed by the Mi-
anus River, surrounded by nature preserves and watershed lands. In the
Town’s Eastern District, a small portion of the Town boundary is shared
with the City of Stamford, while the Town of Greenwich bounds North
Castle to the south in the Armonk area and south to the Westchester
County Airport. At the Airport the Town shares a small boundary with the
Village of Rye Brook. The Town/Village of Harrison shares a boundary
with North Castle from the County Airport in the east, through the Kensi-
co Reservoir and Watershed lands and into the small residential area of
Quarry Heights, close to North White Plains (see Map 1-3).

Two major roads run through the Town of North Castle in a north-south
direction. Route 22 is the historic, older route traversing the Town from
White Plains, serving as a commercial corridor through North White
Plains. It then runs past the Kensico Dam, through the New York City
Watershed lands and into Armonk where it now bypasses the downtown
business district of Armonk as it serves as the access to and from [-684
and the nearby office parks and commercial properties to the south of Ar-
monk. East of [-684 the road is smaller in size as it heads to Bedford Vil-
lage to the north.

Interstate 684 slices through the middle of the Town, with exits in the
Town at the Westchester County Airport and at Armonk. 1-684 has helped
to better connect the Town to the greater region and allowed much of the
commercial development in the Armonk area. It has also partly encour-
aged the significant residential development in the Armonk area since its
construction in the 1960°s. The Bronx River Parkway also connects North
White Plains to the region.

The Town of North Castle’s only rail transit access is at the Metro North
Railroad’s North White Plains station, located in the City of White Plains.
Many North Castle residents park in the large lots at the station, though
the Town also leases a small lot for Town residents near the station. See
Chapter 7 for more information on the Town’s road and transit infrastruc-
ture.

1.1 North Castle Today

Like many of Westchester’s larger municipalities (North Castle is the
sixth largest of 43 municipalities at 16,720 acres), the Town of North Cas-
tle includes a variety of hamlets, commercial areas, residential neighbor-
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Map 1-1. Regional Location Map
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hoods, subdivisions and open spaces. While the Town’s civic life centers
around Town Hall in Armonk, the Town is divided among different
school districts, hamlets, postal zip-codes and fire districts. Chapter 8 has
further discussion and maps of these various overlapping boundaries and
jurisdictions.

As mentioned above, this report will refer to three areas of the Town,
each with unique land use characteristics.

A. North White Plains

Located in the southwest corner of the Town, North White Plains is the
most dense and semi-urban portion of the Town. Well established resi-
dential neighborhoods are served by water and sewer in North White
Plains and public sewer in Quarry Heights. The Town is exploring in-
stalling public water service along Old Orchard Street with the Town/
Village of Harrison. The small residential area known as Quarry Heights
is included in the North White Plains area. An industrial zone along Lafa-
yette Avenue and Virginia Road includes a variety of commercial busi-
nesses. A mix of retail establishments are located along Route 22. The
area is also separated from the other areas of the Town by the large New
York City Watershed lands. Due to it’s geography and history, the area is
sometimes more associated with neighboring the City of White Plains, the
nearby Metro North railroad station and commercial areas in Mount
Pleasant, such as the hamlet of Valhalla.

Figure 1-2. North White Plains

1P
|

| U
£ e ey |

e Samla L
NORTH

Photo Source: -..‘::,‘.‘

1-4

March 2016
Prepared by the Westchester County Department of Planning



Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant

Town of North Casle, New York

Figure 1-3. Armonk
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B. Armonk
The central portion of the Town, stretching north from the New York City

Watershed lands, includes areas near the Westchester County Airport, the
mixed-use hamlet of Armonk, office and commercial areas close to the
hamlet and the many residential developments, subdivisions and open spac-
es surrounding the hamlet. Access to the hamlet and nearby commercial
developments, particularly several large office parks, is enhanced by the
area’s proximity to 1-684 and the widened section of Route 22 between
Route 120 and 1-684. The immediate downtown area is served by water and
sewer infrastructure

C. Eastern District

The far eastern portion of the Town is characterized by low-density resi-
dential development and various protected open spaces. Several commer-
cial uses are centered in the Banksville area, along Bedford Banksville
Road. This area also includes a wide variety of protected open spaces in the
form of nature preserves and watershed properties. Many properties zoned
for residential development are currently undeveloped and may be either
developed or eventually become protected open spaces. The area is not
served by water or sewer infrastructure. Banksville hamlet is split between
New York and Connecticut. The area shopping center is located across the
state line in the Town of Greenwich, Connecticut.

Figure 1-4. Banksville
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Figure 1-5. Historical
Aerial Photographs
The images to the above show the Hamlet of Armonk.

Westchester County’s historical aerial photo collection of the years 1947, 1960, 1976, 2004, 2007
and 2009 can be viewed online at the Mapping Westchester County webpage. Use the slider at top
right of map to select year to display.

Aerial photos for the years 2000, 1995, 1990, 1986, 1980, 1976, 1970, 1965, 1960, 1954, 1947,
1940, 1926 and 1925 can be viewed at a computer kiosk in the County Planning
Department. Call (914) 995-4400 for an appointment.
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1.2 Government

Adapted from North Castle website:

A five member Town Board, made up of the Town Supervisor and four
Councilpersons elected at large, is the governing body of the Town. The
Supervisor’s term is two years while the Council members serve four year
terms. The Supervisor is the Chief Fiscal Officer and the Chief Executive
Officer of the Town.

The Town Board is responsible for setting policy, adopting the annual
Town budget, approving contracts and expenditure and enacting laws and
resolutions. The Town Board usually meets twice a month.

The Town Administrator is the Town’s chief operating officer and is ap-
pointed by and responsible to the Supervisor and Town Board The Town
Administrator oversees the day-to-day operation of the Town, its various
departments and personnel.

The Town Clerk, elected for a four-year term, prepares and publishes
Town Board agendas and supporting documentation, attends all Town
Board meetings, records minutes and oversees video distribution of Town
Board meetings, publishes legal notices and receives and opens bids for
the purchase of Town materials, equipment and service providers. Among
other responsibilities, the Town Clerk also manages active and archival
town records and responds to Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) Re-
quests.

The Town of North Castle Justice Court has jurisdiction over all civil ac-
tions, criminal cases and vehicle and traffic offenses occurring in the
Town of North Castle.

The Town of North Castle is located in the 17th and 18th United States
Congressional Districts, the 37th New York State Senatorial District, the
93rd New York State Assembly District and the 3rd Westchester County
Legislative District.

1.3 Planning In North Castle

Throughout the years, the Town of North Castle has developed and adopt-
ed plans and studies related to land use planning, infrastructure, natural
resources and open space. Listed below is a brief historic timeline of the
more recent of these efforts and links to the applicable documents.
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Town Comprehensive Plan Updatel1996. This 241-page comprehensive
plan, prepared by Frederick P. Clark Associates, set forth the future devel-

opment policy for the Town of North Castle. Prior plans for the Town were
completed in 1958, 1967 and 1974. The 1996 Plan included a Town Devel-
opment Plan Map which included color-coded set set of land uses proposed
for the Town; residential land uses were also given a set of recommended
density ranges. The Town Board, from time to time, has revised the Plan
Map to reflect changes in existing and recommended future land uses.

The 1996 Plan helped the Town reinforce existing patterns of residential,
commercial and open space land uses, guide the location and type of future
development, and protect the suburban and rural character of the Town
through open space preservation policies and efforts to protect and improve
the character of the Town’s downtowns and hamlet areas. The 1996 Plan
also included the Town’s 1997 Official Map

Armonk Main Street Planning and Design Study—May 2001. Prepared
by Frederick P. Clark Associates, this 25-page report addresses downtown

Armonk and issues regarding parking, pedestrian safety, traffic flow,
streetscape and building design and development potential in the area. Rec-
ommendations included in the study have helped guide development and
planning decisions in the area.

Town of North Castle: Hamlet Design Guidelines—October 2011. This
31-page report, prepared by Sullivan Architecture, PC, provides design

standards and recommendations for the Town’s three hamlet areas: North
White Plains, Armonk and Banksville. Guidance is intended to help appli-
cants with properties in the three Hamlets prepare hamlet appropriate site,
streetscape and building facade design.

Town of North Castle Open Space Study Committee Report—June
2003. The Open Space Study Committee of the Town prepared this 52-page

report which examined 131 open space parcels in the Town for the purpose
of prioritizing open space preservation efforts in the Town. The protection
of water resources (groundwater, aquifers and reservoirs) is a most im-
portant goal for the future open space preservation. Visits were made by the
Committee to 34 parcels; detailed fact sheets and ranking systems were de-
tailed along with several color-coded maps of the parcels considered.

North Castle Biodiversity Plan—2007. This 39-page technical report was
prepared by Danielle T. LaBruna and Michael W. Klemens of the Metro-
politan Conservation Alliance of the Wildlife Conservation Society. Sur-

veys were conducted on many of the properties in the 1,000 acre study area
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located north of Armonk. Areas of high biodiversity value, or areas with
significant habitats and rich assemblages of wildlife. Land preservation and
wise development and use of land is recognized as critical to protecting and
encouraging this diversity in the Town and region.

Assessment of Hydrogeologic Conditions, Town of North Castle—

March 1990. Prepared by Blasland and Bouck Engineers, this 80-page re-
port provides a comprehensive overview of groundwater conditions in the
Town. Information is provided on the distribution and availability of
groundwater, ways to develop and make use of these groundwater supplies
and effects of land use practices on water quality. Accompanying this re-
port is a Town-wide Aquifer Map and accompanying report, prepared by
Geraghty and Miller, Inc in December 1996.

1.4 Base Studies Overview

The Town of North Castle Planning Base Studies provides detail and back-
ground to assist the Town in identifying key issues, data and tasks towards
the completion of a Town-wide Comprehensive Plan. Data, maps, tables
and background information has been assembled on a variety of topics from
local, county, regional, state and federal sources. Much information was
gathered from previous Town plans, studies and reports. Significant data
and mapping resources were provided through Westchester County as part
of Westchester 2025: Plan Together, the County’s web-based, long-range
planning policies update. These North Castle base studies should be updat-
ed, added to and amended as the Town pursues its comprehensive plan.

The following topic areas are included in the Planning Base Studies:
1. Introduction
. External Influences: Regional Context
. Population Characteristics
. Natural Resources
. Recreation and Open Space
. Historic and Cultural Resources
. Transportation
. Public Facilities
. Infrastructure and Utilities e 00000

10.Commercial Development : : : : : ) :

11.Residential Development : : - : : : :

12.Land Use and Current Zoning o060

. . 0000000
13.‘Build Out’ Under Current Zoning
westchester 2025 /plan together

a partnership for Westchester’s future
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