
Westchester County 
Stormwater Management Law 

Local Law No. 5-2011 

Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant



A.  Intent 
•  Municipalities should not be solely responsible for storm 

water management. 
 
•  County should cooperate with municipalities, federal and 
state governments and adjoining states and localities. 
 
•  County should create incentives for municipalities to work 
cooperatively on a watershed basis. 
 
•  County should provide financial assistance to municipalities 
for approved projects in the Reconnaissance Plan. 
 
•  Stormwater Advisory Board shall explore the feasibility and 
desirability for the creation of drainage and small watershed 
protection districts. 
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B.  Reconnaissance Plan 

A conceptual plan prepared on a watershed 
basis that locates and describes: 

• Areas of flood or storm water management 
problems, 

• Existing storm water management facilities 
and 

• Proposed or potential capital improvements 
that reduce flooding and flood damage. 
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Reconnaissance Plan - Surveys 

Within 180 days the Commissioners of Planning 
and Public Works/Transportation shall jointly 
proceed to make inventories, surveys and 
investigations of the 6 major watersheds, 
streams and watercourses in the county, their 
runoff producing characteristics and related 
matters. 

They shall utilize available documents and 
reports to avoid replicating data. 
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Reconnaissance Plan - Consult 

In preparing the Plan, the Commissioner of 
Planning shall consult with and consider 
recommendations of: 

• Stormwater Advisory Board and other County 
agencies, 

• Chief elected officials of municipalities and 

• Basin-wide watershed advisory board or 
other interested organization. 
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Reconnaissance Plan - Content 
The Plan shall include but not be limited to: 

• Map of the watersheds, streams and watercourses and their runoff 
producing characteristics, 

• Inventory of existing flood and stormwater management problems, 

• Recommendations on constructing stormwater management 
facilities, 

• Recommendations on what can be achieved by improved building 
and land use codes, 

• List of proposed stormwater management projects for Phase I and 
Phase II funding, preliminary costs and method of financing, 

• Identification of municipalities interested in executing IMAs with 
the County and recommended terms and conditions, 

• Recommendations on rules and legislation for the management of 
flood water and 

• Recommendations on areas or problems requiring further research. 

 

Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant



Reconnaissance Plan - Action 

•  The County Board may approve, or amend and 
approve, the Reconnaissance Plan as proposed by 
the Commissioner of Planning. 

•  Once approved, it may be amended by the 
County Board as deemed necessary. 

•  The Plan and any proposed amendments shall 
not become effective until approved by the 
County Board.   
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C.  Stormwater Management  
     Projects 
• Subject to appropriations, the County Board 

may authorize the Phase I or Phase II funding 
of any Stormwater Management Project shown 
on the Reconnaissance Plan. 

• No Stormwater Management Project may be 
authorized by the County Board unless the 
municipality agrees to comply with all federal, 
state and local laws relating to the storm water 
management and to certify such compliance. 
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D. Municipal Participation – 
Eligibility Criteria 

• Provide description of the area-wide benefit, 

• Participate financially in a minimum 50% of project costs, 

• Demonstrate how flooding is addressed as part of comprehensive 
planning,  

• Adopt and enforce local laws and ordinances and other 
development standards prepared by the Stormwater Advisory 
Board and approved by the County Board to limit flood risk, 

• Have a Community Hazard Mitigation Plan, 

• Adopt a resolution that commits to work cooperatively with other 
municipalities and the County and 

• Show other ways in which the municipality has or will attempt to 
reduce flooding and flood damage. 
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Municipal Participation – 
    Other Provisions 

• Selection criteria. 

• Application and review procedures for Phase I 
Funding.  

• Application and review procedures for Phase II 
Funding. 

• The Commissioners, after consultation with the 
Stormwater Advisory Board, may recommend the 
adoption of any legislation regarding Storm Water 
Management Projects, application procedures and 

IMAs.  
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E. Stormwater Advisory Board 

A Stormwater Advisory Board shall: 

• Advise the Commissioner of Planning, the 
Commissioner of Public Works and 
Transportation, the County Executive and the 
County Board in matters relating to storm water 
management and 

• Perform and exercise such other and related 
duties required by the Commissioner of 
Planning, the Commissioner of Public Works and 
Transportation, the County Executive and the 
County Board. 
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F. Basin-wide Watershed Advisory 
Boards 
Municipalities may form a Basin-wide Watershed Advisory 
Board with members appointed by the chief elected official, 
one per municipality in the watershed. 

 

The Board shall: 

• Fulfill duties relative to making recommendations of 
projects to include in the Reconnaissance Plan, 

• Advise the Commissioner of Planning in preparation of the 
Plan and other matters relating to storm water 
management and 

• Adopt such rules as may be necessary to accomplish its 
responsibilities. 
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