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Michaelian Office Building

White Plains, N.Y. 10601 PLANNING INFORMATION REPORT

'MUNICIPAL TREE REGULATIONS AND PROGRAMS

by William Brady

I. Introduction

The benefits of trees in a community are widely accepted with most persons
agreeing that trees are an important element of physical surroundings. The
range of urban and suburban settings in which trees are found within
Westchester County reflects the varying roles trees play. Lower density
suburban municipalities in northern Westchester have tree covered open space
expanses as their most noticeable visual characteristics while more
urbanized southern Westchester communities rely on trees to buffer the
variety of land uses from each other, provide shade, and provide a natural
contrast from man-made surroundings.

Research has shown that trees in urbanized areas provide several important
functions, including the modification of microclimates by shading expanses
of pavement and thus keeping temperatures lower and reducing energy use.
While trees use carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and turn it into life-
giving oxygen, those planted around a home can cut air conditioning costs in
summer months by providing shade and reduce heating costs in the winter by
serving as windbreaks. The filtering of air pollution, the provision of
wildlife habitat, the protection of watershed areas, the prevention of soil
erosion and reduction of noise pollution are among the other benefits trees
provide.

Many of Westchester’s municipalities have recognized the aesthetic and
environmental importance of trees, particularly existing, healthy trees, by
adopting regulations covering the removal, planting and maintenance of
trees, both on public lands and private property. There are a variety of
methods of regulations in the county, though the most common is a separate
tree ordinance within the municipal code or zoning ordinance. Twenty-eight
of Westchester's 43 municipalities provide for the protection of trees on
public property. Only 19 municipalities, however, include any substantial
regulations for the protection of trees on private property. Both forms of
regulations will be discussed in this report.

This report was researched and written by William C. Brady, Planner, with
editing by Joseph R. Potenza, Deputy Commissioner of Planning, and Jonathan
Kanter, Chief Planner. Graphics were prepared by Judika Konowe and Michael
Selig. Also to be acknowledged is the assistance of Susan Cherbuliez,
Landscape Architect, and Ted Kozlowski, County Forester.
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Since tree regulations of private property cover the bulk of the county's
land area, and consequently offer a greater potential for protecting trees
and thus preserving community character, this report includes a more
extensive discussion and review of tree regulations of private property.

A compendium summarizing municipal regulations of trees on private property
accompanies this report and should provide a basis for the comparison and
evaluation of ordinances presently in use as well as serve as a reference
for other communities which are considering enacting new regulations or
revising those already in existence. A table of benchmark standards is also
included in the report to further assist in determining the most suitable
elements and specific standards that are recommended for inclusion in new or

updated tree ordinances.

Aside from legislatively adopted requirements and standards, there are
federal, state, county and local programs promoting the value of trees.
Discussion of these public and other private programs and tree preservation
practices, and their value as compared with legislatively binding
regulations, are discussed in the report as well.

The value of preserving healthy existing trees is immeasurable and as such
is reflected in the regulations discussed in this report. Removal of
existing trees, on both public and private property, should only be
permitted following careful consideration by the community and landowner of
the existing trees’ value to all those receiving their benefits.

With the growing recognition of trees as contributors to both the health and
visual quality of communities, this report is designed to provide municipal
boards and officials with a clearer insight into existing tree regulations
and programs, as well as present guidelines on how to prepare new or
improved tree regulations.

II. Analysis of Tree Regulations on Private Property

An analysis of land use controls including zoning ordinances, subdivision
regulations, and other local codes for Westchester’s 43 municipalities
indicated that 33, or 772 have adopted some form of tree regulations for
trees on public and/or private property. Nineteen municipalities have
substantial regulations regarding trees on private property.

The source of authority for the regulation of trees is Section 96(b) of the
General Municipal Law enacted in 1978. Table I is a compendium summarizing
those 19 Westchester municipalities’ regulations regarding trees on private
property. During the preparation of this report, the Town of New Castle
became the nineteenth municipality to enact a local ordinance regarding the
cutting or planting of trees on private property. Listed below are those 2
cities, 8 villages, and 9 towns included in the detailed compendium:
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Cities Villages Towns

Rye Croton-on-Hudson Bedford

White Plains Harrison* Cortlandt
Irvington Greenburgh
Mount Kisco* Lewisboro
North Tarrytown Mamaroneck
Rye Brook Mount Plcasant
Scarsdale¥* New Castle
Tarrytown Pound Ridge

Somers

* These municipalities have dual designations as Towns and Villages.
However, for the purposes of this report they are listed as Villages.

In addition to formal tree ordinances or regulations, trees on private
property are regulated in several other ways. Some of these regulatory
methods, such as site plan and subdivision review, are often referenced into
the tree ordinance. Others are usually considered separate elements of
other local, state, or federal regulations. Local codes may include
separate slope or wetland regulations, or may consider trees in conservation
development or planned unit development (PUD) regulations. Trees are also
sometimes mentioned in buffer regulations for non-residential uses.
Landscape ordinances, requiring extensive landscaping for developments along
major public roads and as part of site plan review for projects also are
quite specific as to the number and size of trees required and the species
to be planted. These ordinances are not discussed in this report.

Sseveral sets of regulations, or ordinances, regarding trees on public
property indirectly affect trees on private property through requirements
such as those on limbs and branches overhanging public property. These
regulations are included with those considered for public property, and will
be summarized in Section III of this report.

While the basis for adopting tree regulations for private property stems
from a community’s desire to preserve an area’s existing character, or even
to improve its appearance, a municipality’s attitude towards control of
private property in general and land uses, including trees, are reflected in
whether it has enacted tree regulations, and in those cases where
regulations have been enacted, how strict they are.

Some property owners take exception to the regulating of "their" trees,
considering trees to be property of "personal” value, beyond the reach of a
municipality. The indiscriminate removal of trees, however, causing
environmental, financial, physical or aesthetic harm to nearby property
owners, and the community as a whole, lends weight to the adoption of such
regulations. Instances of sites having all or most of their trees removed
prior to development, leaving a municipality with no recourse, have often
led to the eventual adoption of such regulations. The "fine tuning" of
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a municipality’s appearance and environmental health through tree
regulations is also a major reason behind the regulations. A new layer of
regulations, however, is only as effective as the municipality's willingness
to use and enforce those regulations. Adoption of tree regulations can also
be as "strong" or "weak" as a municipality desires, depending on how the
tree regulations are structured.

The attached compendium (Table I), Municipal Tree Regulations Affecting
Private Property, summarizes the 19 tree ordinances existing in
Westchester’'s municipalities relating to private property. Common elements
in many of the regulations were used to determine the column headings and
overall organization of the table. The text of the ordinances should be
referred to if more detail or clarification are necessary. The compendium
is for comparison purposes and should not be referred to as an official

document.

Below are discussions of the eight elements or categories used in
summarizing the provisions of these ordinances. Not included in the
compendium, however, are the statements within the ordinances declaring the
intent or purpose of the regulations. This important component, included in
some form within all of the ordinances, provides the reasoning behind the
regulations - the public benefits of trees and why they should be regulated

by the municipality.

Trees and/or Properties Affected

The first and most important category in the compendium discusses what
trees, properties, and/or area of lot are affected by the regulations. All
19 of the municipalities use a combination of at least two of these
regulatory methods. Also discussed are what other approval processes
incorporate the tree preservation regulations (e.g., site plan or
subdivision review). While all the ordinances affect private property, 11
municipalities limit the regulation of trees to properties of a certain
size; e.g. properties of one acre or less are unaffected, or subdividable
properties (properties twice the size of the minimum required lot size for
the district in which the property is located) are unaffected.

A permit is required for the removal of at least some trees in 14 of the 19
municipalities. The other five municipalities incorporate the regulation of
trees on private property into other existing approval processes, including
site plan, subdivision, special permit, building permit approvals. Of the
14 municipalities requiring permits for tree removal, two municipalities
require permits separately from any other approval processes, while 12
municipalities include provisions which incorporate tree removal regulations
into the other land approval processes, but continue to require permits for
removal of some trees even when there are no other approvals required. Many
of those municipalities incorporating the tree regulations into other
approval processes specifically state that all, or only some elements of the
tree regulations are applicable (e.g. the preparation of a tree plan,
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preservation of certain types of trees) during the other approvals. Others,
however, specifically state that certain approvals, i.e. subdivisions, are
excluded from the tree regulations, or serve in lieu of the tree regulations
and tree removal permits. The methods and possibilities for the incorpora-
tion of tree regulations on private property can be seen in Table I.

Oother elements in determining the applicability of tree regulation include:
the development status of properties (developed or undeveloped), used as a
criteria for the regulations to be effective in 10 municipalities; steeply
sloped areas which are considered worthy of specific tree protection in two
municipalities; specific setbacks or yards within a lot, or proximity to
improvements, are used to describe which areas of properties are affected by
the regulations in eight municipalities; and the size, species, importance/
historic designation, density or number of trees are used as criteria for
protection of trees in all the municipalities included in the compendium.

Size/Species of Trees

Definitions of trees or special trees considered worthy of further
protection as found in the compendium are specified in all ordinances.
Twelve municipalities include a specific minimum size for a "tree", measured
in caliper (or diameter) inches at breast height, or dbh, (approximately
4-1/2'). As defined by municipal tree regulations, a regulated "tree" can
range from 4-12 inches dbh, while separate definitions for those larger
trees worthy of further protection range from 12 to 36 inches dbh. 14
municipalities include separate definitions for special trees, designated
because of their size, species, historical or civic importance, Or any
combination of the above. "Landmark", "Protected”, "specimen" and "Historic
Tree" are some of the titles given to these trees. Five municipalities
include a species list for those trees worthy of protection. Twelve species
are designated as "Protected" within Westchester in more than one of these
five municipalities. These species are as follows: Red Dogwood, White
Dogwood, Copper Beech, Black Walnut, Mulberry, American Elm, American Beech,
European Beech, Canadian Hemlock, Littleleaf Linden, Eastern White Pine, and

American Sycamore.

Involved Officials or Agency

This category of information lists those agencies within a municipality
directly involved with the tree regulation process, including those boards
and officials responsible for granting tree permits, those hearing permit
decision appeals, or the agency or official designated to provide assistance
in the process. The regulations often include existing agencies, such as
planning boards, zoning boards of appeals, architectural review boards,
conservation boards, or officials, such as planning commissioners, building
inspectors, or municipal engineers. Special officials, however, are
sometimes designated, such as a "Municipal Forester", "Naturalist®, "Tree
Warden", or "Tree Commissioner". The creation and roles of these special
agencies or officials are specified within the regulations.
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The Village of Tarrytown, for example, establishes the procedure whereby
applicants for tree removal permits, following application and denial by the
Village appointed Tree Warden, appeal the decision of the Tree Warden to the
Village Tree Commissioner. Detailed duties and responsibilities of the Tree
Warden and Commissioner, as well as criteria for the Tree Commissioner to
follow in the granting of a tree removal permit, are detailed in the
ordinance.

The actual make up of special agencies, such as a tree committee or tree
preservation commission, while not included in the compendium, is sometimes
specified in the text of the regulations. The Town of Mamaroneck, for
example, states that:

" The Town Board shall create a Tree Preservation Commission which shall
consist of the Highway Superintendent, the Chairperson of the
Conservation Advisory Commission and the Building Inspector."”

Criteria for Removal of Trees

Twelve municipalities list specific criteria or reasons which must be met
prior to the removal of a tree. The most often cited is the hardship for a
property owner. Other common reasons to remove trees legally include:
those that present a danger to persons or property, or when a tree is
diseased; trees within those portions of a lot to be developed, or within a
specific perimeter around improvements; and situations where a tree
interferes with a permitted use of a property, blocks a building’'s solar
access, or is located in an area of approved cut or fill. Tree management
practices or policies are also cited as reasons for removal.

Tree Plans or Surveys

Fifteen municipalities require some form of tree plan. Elements of these
plans include location, type, and size of trees to be removed or planted.
Timing, staging and areas for tree disposal are other elements that are
often contained in the required plans or surveys.

Bonds and Fees

The sixth category of the compendium lists provisions for fees and/or bonds
for tree removal permits. Three municipalities specify a fee, ranging from
$10 to $20, while others leave a fee to be set by the approving agency or
official. Performance bonds may be required, with five municipalities
specifying that 902 of the cost of all tree work required will be covered by
a bond, with the remaining 10Z in cash to be put into a tree preservation
escrow account. Payment-in-lieu of planting replacement trees, or as a
penalty for removal of trees, is also used by several municipalities, with
funds to go into a public tree fund account, going toward the planting of
trees on public property. The cost of an inspection is required of an
applicant in two municipalities. One community charges no fees for
residents of that municipality.
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Guidelines for Planting or Removal

Other guidelines or requirements for the planting or removal of trees are
summarized in the compendium as well. Most of the municipalities have some
general discussion on this topic, such as provisions for the removal of
stumps, the marking of trees to be removed, or the restoration of those
areas from which trees have been cleared. specific guidelines as to the
number and location of newly planted trees are included in several
municipalities’ regulations. Two municipalities specify the size of trees
to be replanted. Several require that trees removed illegally be replaced
with trees of comparable size and species. The replacement of larger trees
with multiple trees is a provision found in six municipal regulations.

Fines and Penalties

The final category of the compendium summarizes penalties for violation of
tree regulations. Fines range from $100 to $5,000, and take the form of
civil penalties, criminal penalties, imprisonment or a combination of

these. Sixteen municipalities set fines for violators. The most common
fine is a $250 maximum charge, set in eight different Westchester
municipalities. Ten communities specify that each tree removed in violation
is a separate offense. Requirements for tree replacement are often included

with the imposition of fines.

III. Public Tree Regulations

The regulation of trees on municipally owned land, or in public right-of-
ways, 1s not as controversial an issue as ordinances affecting trees on
private property, and is the more common method of tree regulation within
Westchester County. It is an important tool which communities use in
shaping their physical character. Control. over the removal, planting or
care of public trees, by both public employees and private property owners,
has been handled by Westchester’s municipalities in a variety of ways.
These regulations usually deal with trees along public streets, in public
right-of-ways, and on public parks or other municipally-owned property.

Several Westchester municipalities have adopted substantial public tree
regulations which parallel ordinances covering trees on private property and
which ordinances are summarized in Table I. Other communities with
substantial public tree regulations do not have corresponding detailed
private tree regulations. Thirteen of the 19 municipalities included in
Table I regulate public trees as part, or as an extension, of their private
tree ordinances. It should also be noted that in several communities tree
regulations are found in a number of separate ordinances, and in some
situations are not cross referenced. As a consequence there may be a
separate public tree ordinance, another covering regulation of trees on
private property, as well as tree removal and planting controls in
subdivision regulations and site plan regulations.
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Of Westchester’s 43 municipalities, 28 have at least some regulation of
public trees. A listing of these municipalities is included in Table II.
The detail of these regulations may range from a8 basic prohibition of
removing, pruning or planting of trees on public property without the
permission of the municipality, to detailed requirements for tree removal
permit applicants or involved public agencies to follow. Duties of involved
officials and the makeup of special agencies may be included. Those
responsible for municipal trees varies among communities; tree care,
planting and removal may be overseen by a Department of Public Works
Commissioner or Superintendent of Highways (particularly for trees along
streets), or by an Arborist or Parks Commissioner. Depending on the size of
the community and municipal practices, these responsibilities may lie with
one or a combination of these officials. Procedural requirements, lists of
preferred, required or prohibited species, as well as tree planting, spacing
and pruning guidelines may also be included.

Appendix A is a listing of trees recommended or appropriate for various
municipal purposes, including street trees, trees used for other purposes
such as parking lot landscaping, screening, etc., as well as undesirable
trees for planting.

The regulation of trees on public property serves several basic purposes:
public safety; the preservation of community character and beauty; and
environmental quality. Public tree regulations are often not prefaced with
a statement of intent as done in ordinances regulating trees on private
property. Public tree regulations also often serve to reduce municipal
costs through such maintenance provisions as prohibiting sewer-clogging or
sidewalk-damaging trees.

The costs of tree care and replacement, of course, drive many of the
protective features of the regulations. Harm or damage to trees through the
placement of signs or overhead wires for instance are often mentioned. The
notification by utility companies of a municipality regarding work on public
property, including activities in, around or below a tree and its roots, is
required, though the level of cooperation and impacts on trees depends on
the utility company, the municipality and the situation. According to
several municipal tree officials contacted, a municipality may be conversely
responsible for notification and removal of trees impacting underground
utility lines. Emergency repairs to utilities are by nature, subject to
less stringent rules of tree care. Careful observance of all of this type
of work is yet another duty of a municipality’s tree care official; contact
and coordination between municipal officials and utility companies are

vital.

Budgeting for tree planting and care on municipal property will vary
according to municipal spending abilities and/or attitudes towards trees,
community size, and character. Tree City USA, described in more detail in
Section V, requires for national recognition that a municipality spend at
least $2 per capita annually on a tree program. Several municipalities
contacted on this matter easily surpass this minimum spending reguirement.



MUNICIPALITY

CITIES

Mount Vernon

New Rochelle

Rye

White Plains
Yonkers
VILLAGES
Ardsley
Bronxville
Croton-on-
Hudson
Dobbs Ferry
Harrison
Hastings-
on-~-Hudson

Irvington

Larchmont
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TABLE II

REGULATION OF TREES ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

RESTRICTIONS ON TREE
PLANTING OR REMOVAL

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for planting,
disturbance or removal of trees
on public property

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for removal of trees
on public property

Permit required for removal of trees
on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

INVOLVED OFFICTIALS
AND/OR AGENCY

Commissioner of Public Works
Superintendent of Marinas,
Docks, Harbors & Forestry
City Clerk, Tree Forester

Commissioner of Public Works

City Arborist, Shade Tree
Commission, Commissioner of
Parks, Recreation & Conservation

Street Commissioner

Director of Public Works

General Foreman of Public Works
and Conservation Advisory Council
Superintendent of Public Works
Tree Committee

Village Board of Trustees

Village Board of Trustees

Parks and Tree Committee
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MUNICIPALITY

Mamaroneck

Mount Kisco

orth

Tarrytown
Pelham
Pelham

Manor

5 Pleasantville
Rye Brook
Scarsdale

SAGRA

Tarrytown

Towns

Eastchester

Greenburgh

Mamaroneck

Mount
Pleasant

North Castle

Pound Ridge

TABLE II (continued)

RESTRICTIONS ON TREE
PLANTING OR REMOVAL

Permit required for removal or
disturbance of trees on public
property

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for removal or

INVOLVED OFFICIALS

AND/OR AGENCY

Parks Commission

Village Naturalist

disturbance of trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for planting or
removal of trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Permit required for planting,
pruning or removal of trees on
public property

Permit required for removal of
trees on public property

Notice to Town for removal of
trees on public right-of-way

10

Not specified
Superintendent of Trees,

Parks Commissioner

Village Board of Trustees,
Superintendent of Public Works
Director of Public Works

Village Naturalist

General Foreman of
Public Works

Superintendent of Highways

Town Board

Town Board

Town Arborist and
Tree Preservation Council

Tree Board, Highway Department
and Building Inspector

Conservation Board
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Safety measures most often deal with prevention of personal or property
damage from falling limbs or trees, or with vehicles/pedestrian sight
distance issues, e.g. the prohibition of trees and shrubs at public street
intersections and/or street and driveway intersections.

The cutting and replacement of old, decaying or sick street trees is most
often the responsibility of the municipality, and more specifically the tree
care official. Sometimes specified in varying detail, the official or
his/her work crew respond to instances of poor tree health through
inspection or citizen notification. Some public tree ordinances
specifically require property owners to be responsible for the care and/or
necessary removal of trees and limbs overhanging public property.

Some of the more detailed public tree ordinances in Westchester not only are
specific as to location, type and size of trees to be protected on public

property, but also include provisions for an agency, or commission (such as
a Shade Tree Commission) to be established to help guide community decisions

concerning public trees.

The International Society of Arboriculture, in its 1990 publication,
Municipal Tree Manual, provides several sample public tree ordinances. The
Manual also provides examples of specifications and standards for contracts
for work on public property, specifically dealing with the details of
planting, maintenance, pruning, removal, landscaping and design. The
ordinance and the management standards, as discussed in the Manual, are
usually kept separate so that changes may be more easily made. A
legislative change to an ordinance is required whereas amendments to
standards can be handled administratively. Appendix B is a sample municipal
ordinance for trees on public property from the Manual. Section IV of this
report provides some benchmark standards for private and public tree
regulations, incorporating some of the Manual’'s sample ordinance elements

and standards.

A general street tree program, of which public tree regulations may be a
part, can guide communities in the specifics of selecting, planting, and
maintaining trees. The typical steps or phases necessary to preparing such

a plan are shown below.

8 TYPICAL STEPS IN PREPARING A STREET TREE PLAN!

Tree Census - Location, species, size, number and condition of trees.

. Approved street tree list - Trees adaptable to local climate, suitable
to community’'s character, and unlikely to pose maintenance problems.

. Master plan of trees for streets, parkways, etc.

Ordinance controlling street trees and/or establishing an official
agency to provide and/or care for trees.

1. American Society of Planning Officials, Planning Advisory Service
“Trees in the City", Report No. 236, July 1968, p. 12.

11
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. Financing program.
. Acquisition of plant stock.
. Planting program.

. Maintenance program.

IV. Benchmark Standards and Guidelines

To assist municipalities in determining appropriate standards for use in
local tree preservation regulations for private or public property, the
following pages present benchmark standards. It should be noted that these
should be used as guidelines only, since a municipality will want their
individual regulations to reflect local conditions and community objectives.

Several sources were used in compiling these guidelines. These included:
existing tree regulations both within and outside of Westchester County;
previously compiled standards by national and international organizations
and publications; and discussions with professionals in the fields of tree
care, forestry and landscape architecture.

SUMMARY OF BENCHMARK STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

TREE ELEMENT BENCHMARK STANDARD OR GUIDELINES

REMOVAL (Private Property):

Size/Definitions:

Tree . Minimum 6" caliper at 4-1/2' (smaller
trees not to be considered in
determining need for tree removal
permit).

Specimen Tree . Minimum 36" caliper at 4-1/2'
. Also consider historical importance, age

beauty, form, etc.

PLANTING (Public Property): . Also See Figures 1 and 2

Size/Definitions:

Large Tree . Mature height more than 50°
Medium Tree . Mature height 30-50'
Small Tree . Mature height less than 30’

1z
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Planting Material:

Shade Trees
Ornamental Trees

Evergreen Trees
Shrubs

Street Tree Spacing/Location:

Intersections or vehicular
access points

Distance from curbs/sidewalks

Within a sidewalk

.

.

Minimum 1-3/4" caliper at 6’
from ground

Minimum 1-1/2" caliper at 6’
from ground

5* height

. 5 gallon container

3

No plant material with a mature height
greater than 30 inches shall be planted
within triangle measuring 30 feet along
the boundary of each of the intersecting
roadways, except where engineering
standards indicate otherwise.

No tree shall be planted closer than 5
feet from any driveway or alley nor
shall a tree or shrub be planted in such
a manner that its eventual growth cannot
be reasonably controlled as to avert
interference with or obstruction to any
improvements installed for public
benefit.

. A planting area defined by two curbs,

curb and fence, or sidewalk and fence,
must be 4 feet wide if trees are to be
planted.

Trees must be centered in the planting
strip when the distance between the curb
and detached sidewalk is 8 feet or less.

Where the sidewalk is attached to the
curb as a continuous element, the street
tree planting must be at least 3 feet in
back of the walk and no more than seven
(7) feet. The tree must be located on
the public right-of-way.

. No street tree planting is to be made

closer to the street than 30 inches back
from the face of the curb (street side
of curb).

. Tree plantings in a sidewalk must have a

minimum of 16 square feet cutout area.

13
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Distance from a building . Minimum 5 feet
Distance from overhead . No street trees other than those low-
utility line growing species that do not attain a

mature height greater than 30 feet
shall be planted under or within ten
feet of any overhead power line
exclusive of street lighting or service
lines.

Distance between trees . Larger maturing trees should be spaced
35 feet apart.

Smaller maturing trees should be 20 feet
apart. Wider spacing may be needed if
necessary for development of the tree or
for safe use of the street or sidewalk.

PROTECTION (DURING AND AFTER CONSTRUCTION):

Protection and Preservation . Specimen trees located on or within
of Existing Trees 25 feet of approved building sites and
access roads.

. Specimen trees on or within 15 feet
of other paved areas.

. Any remaining trees, stands, or
naturally vegetated areas identified
as important, or stands located in
sensitive environmental areas.

Prohibited Activities . Parking or operation of construction
equipment, trucks or other vehicles
under canopy of trees to be saved.

. Storage, spilling, or dumping of
petroleum products and chemicals under
protected tree canopies.

. Excavation or stock-piling beneath
protected trees.

Nailing of boards or fences to protected
trees.

14
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Tree Protection Methods . Fencing, e.g. snow fence or board fence
at dripline.

. Trunk armoring (to be used only as last
resort).

. Minimizing grading and its impacts.

. Minimizing tunnel and trench
installation and their impacts.

Damage Mitigation to . Pruning.
Protect Vegetation . Fertilizer treatments.
. Aeration.
REPLACEMENT :
Reforestation after Construction . 1 tree/2,500 s.f. lot area.

(See Planting Material Section for
recommended minimum size of different
tree types).

SPECIES (PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY):

Favored/Recommended Species . See Appendix A, listing selected trees
hardy in Westchester for use along
Prohibited Species streets and other public and private

lands, and those trees considered
undesirable or likely to be prohibited.

Sources: Westchester County municipal codes and ordinances; Tree City USA
Bulletin, No. 9, How to Write a Municipal Tree Ordinance; The
Zoning Report, How to Obtain Street Trees Through Development
Codes, Vol. 8, No. 5, (April 1990); National Institute of
Municipal Law Officers, Model Ordinance, Tree Preservation;
International Society of Arboriculture, Municipal Tree Manual,
(April 1990).

15
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The distance between a detached sidewalk and curb
must be at least 4 feet if street trees are to be planted.
No tree planting is to be made closer to the street
than 30 inches back from the face of the curb. -

—_—] =

When the distance between the sidewalk and curb is
less than 8 feet, the tree must be centered in the
planting strip. Larger maturing trees should be
spaced 35 feet apart and smaller trees 20 feet apart.

Where the sidewalk is attached to the curb, the tree
should be at least 3 feet in back of the walk and no
more than 7 feet.

d

Trees planted in sidewalks must have at least 16

square feet of cut out area and should not be planted
closer than 5 feet from a building.

FIGURE 2
Hedges are not allowed
between the sidewalk and curb,
and must be planted at least 5

Detached
feet in back of the sidewalk.

sidewalk

No tree plantings or solid
hedges in these zones.
Individual shrubs shall not
exceed 30 inches in height.

small trees
Attached

sidewalk

SOURCE:Municipal Tree Manusl, International Society of Arboriculture,
Urbans, Hlineis, 1990, pp.19-20.
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V. TIree Programs/Resources

Those interested in the preservation of trees within Westchester County have
a number of resources available at the local, county, state and national
levels which directly or indirectly deal with trees. This section
summarizes these programs and organizations which may be contacted for
further information and assistance. The reader can also refer to the
Bibliography included at the end of this report which lists the publications
and articles used in writing this report.

NATIONAL

Tree City USA is probably the most visible and well known tree program
today. Communities across the country, including Westchester, apply for
recognition as a "Tree City USA".

Those 23 recognized municipalities in Westchester County are listed below:

Cities Villages Towns

Mount Vernon Ardsley Eastchester
New Rochelle Bronxville Mamaroneck
Rye Croton-on-Hudson North Castle
White Plains Dobbs Ferry
Yonkers Hastings-on-Hudson

Irvington

Larchmont

Mamaroneck

North Tarrytown

Pelham

Pleasantville

Rye Brook

Scarsdale

Tarrytown

Tuckahoe

The program is sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation
with the U.S. Forest Service and National Association of State Foresters.

To achieve the national recognition of a "Tree City USA", a town, city or
village must have the following:

1) A Tree Board or Department;

2) A Municipal Tree Ordinance;

3) An Annual Community Forestry Program, backed by the expenditure of at
least $2 per capita for trees and tree care; and

4) An Arbor Day observance and proclamation.

Each designated community receives a Tree City USA flag, plaque, and

community entrance signs. Municipalities of every size can qualify. Tree
City USA application forms are available from:
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NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Stony Kill Environmental Education Center - Route 9D
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

or

The National Arbor Day Foundation
100 Arbor Avenue
Nebraska City, NE 68410

A series of Tree City USA Bulletins are also available from the National
Arbor Day Foundation on various topics such as "How to Prune Young Shade
Trees", "How to Hire an Arborist", and "How to Write a Municipal Tree
Ordinance.”

The United States Department of Agriculture, through its Soil Conservation
Service, is a federally funded source of information, providing funds and
information for various national, state and local programs.

American Forests, formerly known as The American Forestry Association, is
the nation’s oldest citizen conservation group for trees, forests and
forestry, and is involved with a number of programs and information
resources, including the publication Urban Forest Forum, and Global Relief,
a national education, action and policy campaign aimed at improving the
earth’s environment through more and better trees. For more information on
American Forests programs, publications and newsletters, write:

American Forests
P. 0. Box 2000
Washington, DC 20013

American Forests also maintains the National Register of Big Trees.
Nomination procedures are discussed below as part of the Westchester County
Big Tree Register program.

Professional organizations, such as the American Planning Association and
the American Society of Landscape Architects, often are good sources of
information, publications and programs. Activities by local chapters of
these organization can be particularly helpful.

STATE

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
provides technical forestry advice and assistance for communities in several

areas, including:

- Urban Forestry - guidance for street tree selection, inventories,
ordinances and management plans;

is8
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- Tree City USA - as discussed above, the NYSDEC provides information and
assistance for this national recognition for community forestry

programs;
- Project Learning Tree - an environmental education program for grades

K-12.
- Forest Management - technical assistance in managing forested areas.

The Regional Forestry Office of the NYSDEC for Westchester, Rockland,
Putnam, Dutchess, and Sullivan Counties, or Region 3, can be contacted for
assistance at:

NYSDEC Region 3

Stony Kill Environmental Education Center
Route 9D

Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

(914) 831-3109

Lists of trees which are suitable for planting in this region are available
from NYSDEC.

As discussed below, the NYSDEC is also involved with the Big Tree Register
Program, administered locally by the Westchester County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Conservation. The NYSDEC alsoc maintains and accepts
nominations for the Famous and Historic Tree Register. These trees include:

- Trees associated with notable people;
-~ Trees associated with historic sites;
- Trees of unusual size or age;

- Trees associated with historic events

For more information on the Famous and Historic Tree Register, contact the
NYSDEC at the above noted address.

COUNTY

The Westchester County Big Tree Register is maintained by the Westchester
County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation (WCPRC) in a
cooperative effort with American Forests and the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation to recognize trees of record size and promote
an interest in their care and preservation.

A list of species eligible for the County Register is available from the
County Department of Parks. On Arbor Day awards are presented to owners and
nominations of "Champion" trees.

Trees qualify as County Champions based on a point system which is

determined by adding the trunk circumference measured in inches at 4-1/2
feet from the ground, plus the height of the tree in feet, plus 1/4 the
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average crown spread in feet. When two or more trees have total point
scores that fall within five points of each other, they are listed as County
Co-Champions.

The Big Tree Register is also part of a cooperative effort with American
Forests which maintains the National Register of Big Trees. Measurements of
Westchester County Champions that qualify as New York State Champions or
National Champions or Challengers are submitted to American Forests and
become part of that Register. National Challengers are trees not quite
large enough to qualify as Champions, however their records are kept in a
special file consulted to designate a new Champion if something should
happen to the current title holder. To obtain information on the National
Big Tree Register, contact the Big Tree Program Director at American
Forests, or for information or copies of a brochure on the Westchester
County Big Tree Register contact:

Big Tree Register

Westchester County Department of
Parks, Recreation, and Conservation

19 Bradhurst Avenue

Hawthorne, NY 10532

(914)593-2600

The County Forester, of the Westchester County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Conservation, administers the County’s Big Tree Program and
is also involved with the State's Big Tree Program and the Famous and
Historic Tree Program discussed above. The County Forester is also
available to give advice on tree matters to municipal officials.

The Lasdon Arboretum, located at the Lasdon County Park in Somers, is a
source of information for those interested in seeing first hand the
characteristics of various species of trees. The Arboretum is operated by
the Westchester County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation.
Lasdon also has a non-lending horticultural library for those seeking
reference material for trees and their care. For more information, contact:

Arboretum Manager
Lasdon Park & Arboretum
Route 35

Somers, NY 10536

(914) 232-9147

The Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester is the local arm of a
nationally active program, based at Cornell University, which disseminates
and encourages the application of research generated knowledge and
leadership techniques to individuals, families and communities. Through
various publications and services, Cornell Cooperative Extension assists the
public in six basic areas, one of which is horticulture. For assistance, or
copies of materials, including the periodically published Westchester County
Horticulture News and other helpful informational pamphlets, contact:

Cornell Cooperative Extension - Westchester
214 Central Avenue

White Plains, NY 10606

(914) 682-3072.
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LOCAL

Professional tree care at the municipal level varies among municipalities.
Arborists, foresters, or landscape architects are sometimes responsible for
the range of duties associated with tree care, as well as directing staffs
or crews designated for labor in tree planting, maintenance and removal on
public property. As mentioned earlier in this report, departments or
officials responsible vary among communities.

Local conservation advisory councils (CACs) or conservation boards can often
play an important role and be a source of information regarding tree
preservation at the municipal level. CAC's provide assistance and advice to

local boards on a variety of planning and environmental actions and issues, g
with several Westchester CAC’s included within tree preservation regulation

review processes.

Through employed professionals, or other agencies and organizations,
municipalities can focus their efforts on tree planting and care, either on
an annual or bi-annual, or town-wide basis or on a specific park or street. g
The involvement of citizen groups is important in many of these programs. '
Involvement and cooperation with other national, state, and county
organizations is common in carrying out many local activities. The
completion of a municipality-wide tree inventory, for example, may be
organized, financed, and completed by one or several of these agencies.

Garden clubs and beautification groups are common throughout Westchester and
vary in size, activity and make up. Local chapters of several national,
state or county organizations, such as the Audubon Society and the Sierra
Club, can be helpful in obtaining information and resources on the topic of
tree care and preservation. Other organizations to contact for help

include:

Federated Conservationists of Westchester County, Inc.
Westchester Community College

Hartford Hall

75 Grasslands Road

Valhalla, NY 10595

(914) 592-0262

Federated Garden Clubs of New York State, Inc.
234 Point of Woods Drive

Albany, NY 12203

(518) 869-6311
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APPENDIX A

SELECTED TREES HARDY IN WESTCHESTER FOR USE ALONG STREETS
AND OTHER PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LANDS

This is only a brief list of selected tree varieties which are suitable to
those conditions described below. The advice of a landscape architect
should be sought by communities or property owners whenever possible.

IMPORTANT :

. Trees and tree selection can serve an important role in the design of our
urban and suburban landscapes. Rhythm, shape, color and pattern can be
provided as well as the formation of vistas, views, focal points and
defined spaces.

Only small trees (lower than 30 feet mature height) should be planted
under or near overhead utility lines which are usually 25-40 feet high.

Trees provide shade for streets, buildings, parking areas and sidewalks,
often lowering temperatures substantially.

Tree selection relies heavily upon a reasonable site assessment. Factors
to consider may include: rooting space, soil texture, soil pH, drainage,
road salt, sun and wind exposure, building setback and overhead wires,
surrounding building surfaces, and high pressure sodium (HPS) vapor
lighting.

Avoid monoculture; the planting of a single species throughout a large
area is best avoided to prevent elimination of large numbers of trees due
to disease, as seen with past experiences with the loss of American Elms
to Dutch Elm Disease. However, for desgin purposes, the repetition of
special in small areas may be desirable.

Best Sources:

1) Cornell University, Urban Horticulture Institute, Recommended Urban
Trees, 1992.

2) The Pennsylvania State University, College of Architecture, Street Tree
Factsheets, 1989.

3) Arnold Arboretum, Street Trees for Home and Municipal Landscapes, 1979.

1. Small Trees

Hedge Maple (Acer campestre)*

HEIGHT: 25-30 feet

SPREAD: 20-25 feet

FORM: Round; dense
Very hardy; insect and disease free
Attractive fall color
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Amur Maple (Acer ginnala)

HEIGHT: 18-25 feet

SPREAD: 10-55 feet

FORM: Round; upright; dense
Very hardy; easily transplanted
Brilliant red color
Single-stem recommended

Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis)#*

HEIGHT: 20-25 feet

SPREAD: 10-12 feet

FORM: Single-stem recommended
Attractive spring flowers, fall color, fruit
Native, woodland tree

Washington Hawthorn (Crataegus phaenopyrum)*
HEIGHT: 20-30 feet
SPREAD: 15-20 feet
FORM: Broadly columnar; densely branched

Very hardy; disease resistant
Colorful through the year
Produces fruit

IT. Medium Trees

River Birch (Betula nigra)*

HEIGHT: 40-50 feet

SPREAD: 30-35 feet

FORM: Pyramidal; rounding with age
Fast growing; adaptable, disease resistant
Prefers moist conditions
Superior cultivar recommended; 'Heritage’

European Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)*

HEIGHT: 30-40 feet

SPREAD: 20-25 feet

FORM: Upright; oval; dense
Durable; insect and disease free
Very slow-growing; salt sensitive

Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)

HEIGHT: 40-50 feet

SPREAD: 30-35 feet

FORM: Pyramidal; open; irregular with age
Hardy; adapts to urban conditions
Attractive light green foliage
Tolerates light shade and wind

Turkish Filbert (Corylus colurna)
HEIGHT: 40-50 feet
SPREAD: 35-40 feet
FORM: Broadly pyramidal
Very hardy; adaptable; pest free
Under-planted; limited availability
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Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica)

HEIGHT: 40-50 feet

SPREAD: 25-30 feet

FORM: Pyramidal, spreading when mature
Attractive fall color; durable
Difficult to transplant
Prefers moist conditions

I1TI. Large Trees

'October Glory' Red Maple (Acer rubrum 'October Glory’)
HEIGHT: 50-60 feet
SPREAD: 40-50 feet
FORM: Broadly ovate, medium texture
. Provides dense shade
Brilliant fall color
Shallow root system

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum)
HEIGHT: 60-80 FEET
SPREAD: 40-70 FEET
FORM: Ovate, regular ascending branches, medium texture
. Spectacular fall colors
Excellent shade tree
Adequate space required

Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba)

HEIGHT: 50-60 feet

SPREAD: 25-30 feet

FORM: Irregular; open; spreading with age
Showy fall color; fan-shaped leaves
Female trees bear malodorous fruit

. Plant male trees only

*Princeton Sentry’ Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba)
HEIGHT: 55-65 feet
SPREAD: 20-30 feet

FORM: Narrowly conical, medium texture
Adaptable to urban sites where space is limited
Fruitless

Needs adequate overhead space
Thornless Honeylocust (Gleditsia triancanthos inermis)

HEIGHT: 40-80 feet

SPREAD: 40-70 feet

FORM: Broadly ovate; spreading

. Provides light shade; fast growing
. Tolerates urban conditions

Kentucky Coffeetree (Gymnocladus dioicus)

HEIGHT: 70-80 feet

SPREAD: 30-40 feet

FORM: Oval crown; ascending branches
Very hardy; pest free

. Female trees bear large fruit pods
Male trees are recommended
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Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia glyptostroboides)
HEIGHT 70-80 feet
SPREAD: 25-30 feet
FORM: Symmetric; narrowly pyramidal
Grows vigorously; underplanted
Soft; feathery appearance
Deciduous conifer; attractive bark
Does not tolerate salt; can heave sidewalk
Lower branches must be pruned for pedestrians and traffic

*Bloodgood’ London Planetree (Platanus x acerifolia)
HEIGHT: 70-80 feet
SPREAD: 55-65 feet
FORM: Broadly ovate, course texture
Needs ample space
Can heave sidewalks; has fruit
Patchy green, gray and brown bark most distinctive feature

Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)
HEIGHT: 55-75 feet
SPREAD: 40-55 feet
FORM: Conical becoming ovate, medium texture
Adequate space needed; lower branches must be pruned for
pedestrian or traffic
Distinctive growth habit
Needs acid soil
Overplanting has led to insect problems

Red Oak (Quercus rubra)

HEIGHT: 70-80 feet

SPREAD: 30-35 feet

FORM: Rounded; dense; upcurved branches
Hardy; grows vigorously; clean
Recommended for wide, open spaces

Japanese Pagodatree (Sophora japonica)

HEIGHT: 50-60 feet

SPREAD: 35-40 feet

FORM: Rounded; wide-branching
Very hardy; insect and disease free
Attractive flowering in August
Produces bean-like pod

Littleleaf Linden (Tilia cordata)*

HEIGHT: 60-70 feet

SPREAD: 30-40 feet

FORM: Symmetric; upright-oval
Hardy; dense compact foliage
Fragrant flowers; late spring

*Superior cultivars are available.
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Iv. Most

Evergreen Trees: For large areas and year round screening.
are broad spreading; normally not for street planting; 25-100 feet

high
White Fir (Abies concolor)

Blue Atlas Cedar
(Cedrus atlantica glauca)

Norway Spruce (Picea abies)

White Pine (Pinus strobus)

Japanese Black Pine

(Pinus thunbergii)

Dark American Arborvitae
(Thuja occidentalis nigra)

Eastern Redcedar
(Juniperus virginiana)

Undesirable Trees:

Box Elder (Acer negundo)

Silver Maple (Saccarinum)

Horse Chestnut
(Aesculus hippocastanum)

Hickorys (Carya species)
Catalpa (Catalpa species)
Mulberry (Morus species)

Poplars (Populus species)

Locusts (Robinia species)

Willows (Salix species)

26

Bluish needles; to 80°

Blue needles; rapid grower;
specimen to 100’

Dark green needles;
rapid growing to 100’

Spreading to 30’; rapid
growing to 100’; native

Irregular habit; not heavy
screening; good at seashore;
25-30"

Symmetrical; primarily for
hedge; narrow to 25°

Very salt tolerant and
healthy; slow grower

Coarse, weedy and
weak-wooded

Poor habit, lesser variety

Weak-wooded; disease-prone;
messy

Difficult transplant, messy
Large, coarse, messy
Low branched, messy

Root damage; weak;
brittle-wooded.

Disease-prone; thorns

Root damage; weak-wooded;
disease-prone
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Sources: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC);
Armand Benedek and Associates, Westchester Municipal Planning
Federation - Workshop on Zoning and Design, March 21, 1984;
Westchester County Department of Planning, Off-Street Parking: A
Guide to Municipal Regulations in Westchester County, New York,
1987; The Pennsylvania State University, Street Tree Factsheets,
1989, Cornell University, Urban Horticulture, Recommended Urban

Trees, 1991.
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APPENDIX B

Source: International Society of Arborculture, Municipal Tree Manual, April 1890

STANDARD MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE
Written by Dr. E. B. Himelick and published by the
ISA in 1972

REGULATING THE PLANTING, MAINTENANCE,
AND REMOVAL OF SHADE AND ORNAMENTAL
TREES ON PUBLIC AREAS IN THE

CITY OF ,
COUNTY OF ,
STATE OF ,
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE
PLANTING, MAINTENANCE, AND REMOVAL
OF TREES IN THE PUBLIC STREETS, PARKWAYS,
AND OTHER MUNICIPAL-OWNED PROPERTY:
ESTABLISHING A SHADE TREE COMMISSION
AND ESTABLISHING THE OFFICE OF A
MUNICIPAL ARBORIST AS THE AGENCIES
PRESCRIBING REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE
PLANTING, MAINTENANCE, AND REMOVAL
OF TREES IN PUBLIC PLACES: PROVIDING FOR
THE ISSUING OF PERMITS FOR THE PLANTING,
MAINTENANCE, AND REMOVAL OF TREES IN
PUBLIC PLACES: PROVIDING FOR THE PRUNING
AND REMOVAL OF TREES ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY WHICH ENDANGER PUBLIC SAFETY:
AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS OF ITS PROVISIONS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
MUNICIPALITY OF ,
COUNTY OF STATE OF

Section 1. Short Title.
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as
the Municipal Tree Ordinance of the Municipality of

Municipal Arborist is the Municipal Arborist,
Forester, Tree Warden, or other qualified designated

official of the Municipality of ,
County of ,
State of , assigned to carry out

the enforcement of this Ordinance.

Person is any person, firm, parinership, association,
corporation, company, or organization of any kind.
Street or Highway means the entire width of every
public way or right-of-way when any part thereof is
open to the use of the public, as a matter of right, for
purposes of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

Park shall include all public parks having individual
names.

Public Places shall include all other grounds owned
by the Municipality of .
County of , State of

Property Line shall mean the outer edge of a street or
highway.

Treelawn is that part of a street or highway, not
covered by sidewalk or other paving, lying between
the property line and that portion of the street or
highway usually used for vehicular traffic.

Public Trees shall include all shade and ornamental
trees now or hereafter growing on any street or any
public areas where otherwise indicated.

Large Trees are designated as those attaining a height
of forty-five (45) feet or more.

Medium Trees are designated as those attaining a
height of thirty (30) to forty-five (45) feet.

Small Trees are designated as those attaining a
height of twenty (20) to thirty (30) feet.

Principal Thoroughfare shall mean any street upon
which trucks are not prohibited.

Property Owner shall mean the person owning such
property as shown by the County Auditor's Plat of
County, State of

, County of :
State of .

Section 2. Definitions.

For the purpose of this Ordinance the following
terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall
have the meaning given herein. When not
inconsistent with the context, words used in the
present tense include the future, words in the plural
include singular, and words in the singular include
the plural. The word Shall is mandatory and not
merely directory.

Municipality is the City, Town, Village, Subdivision,
or otherwise designated area unit of
County of

, State of

Park and Street Trees Department is the department
of "Parks and Street Trees", "Parks and Forestry”,
"Forestry”, "Street Trees", or other designated
department of the municipality under whose
jurisdiction park and/or street trees fall.

Section 3. Establishment of a Shade Tree
Commission.

A. There shall be created a commission to be
known and designated as "Shade Tree Commission”
composed of nine (9) citizens of the Municipality of
, @ majority of whom shall be
residents of the Municipality of
or of County. Six (6) of said
members shall be appointed by the Mayor with
approval of the Council. The seventh (7th) member
shall be the Director of Public Service who shall be
an ex-officio member, the eighth (8th) member shall
be the Superintendent of the Department of Parks
and Street Trees who shall be an ex-officio member,
and the ninth (9th) member shall be the Municipal
Arborist who shall be an ex-officio member. All
members of the Commission shall serve without
pay. The six (6) members appointed by the Mayor
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shall be appointed as follows: two (2) for two (2)
years; two (2) for three (3) years, and two (2) for four
) years, and serve until their successors are duly
appointed and approved by the Council. Successors
to those members appointed by the Mayor shall,
thereafter be appointed for terms of four (4) years.
Vacancies caused by death, resignation, or otherwise,
shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same
manner as original appointments are made.

B. The duties of said "Shade Tree Commission”
shall be as follows:

To study the problems and determine the needs of
the Municipality of , County of

State of X
in connection with its tree planting program.

To recommend to the proper authority, the type
and kind of trees to be planted upon such municipal
streets or parts of municipal streets or in parks as is
designated.

To assist the properly constituted officials of the
Municipality of , County of
, State of .as
well as the Council and citizens of the municipality,
in the dissemination of news and information
regarding the selection, planting, and maintenance
of trees within the corporate limits, whether the
same be on private or public property, and to make
such recommendations from time to time to the
Municipal Council as to desirable legislation
concerning the tree program and activities for the
municipality.

To provide regular and special meetings at which
the subject of trees insofar as it relates to the
municipality may be discussed by the members of
the Commission, officers and personnel of the
municipality and its several divisions, and all others
interested in the tree program.

C. That within a reasonable time after the
appointment of said Commission and the approval
of the members thereof, upon call of the Mayor, said
Commission shall meet and organize by the election
of a chairman and the appointment of the
Municipal Arborist as secretary. The said
Commission shall then provide for the adoption of
rules and procedures and for the holding of regular
and special meetings as said Commission shall deem
advisable and necessary in order to perform the
duties set forth.

Section 4. Appointment and Qualifications of the
Municipal Arborist.

The Municipal Arborist shall, where possible, be
appointed from a Civil Service roster established by
competitive examination after a personal interview,
or where Civil Service does not exist, by a
competitive examination and interview given by
the Shade Tree Commission and/or the Park Board
of the Municipality of , County of

29

, State of .
Upon satisfactory completion of a six (6) month
probationary period he/she shall hold office as long
as he/she satisfactorily performs the duties of the
office. He/she shall be a person skilled and trained
in the arts and sciences of municipal arboriculture,
and shall hold a college degree or its equivalent in
arboriculture; amenity, ornamental or landscape
horticulture; urban forestry; or other closely related
field. In (state) where there
is a State Arborist or Certification Examining Board,
he/she shall have passed the state examination.
He/she shall have had at least three (3) years
experience in municipal shade tree work or its
equivalent.

Section 5. Salary.

The Municipal Arborist shall receive a salary
commensurate with his training and experience as
full compensation for all services rendered and in
lieu of all fees.

Section 6. Duties.

The Municipal Arborist shall have the authority to
promulgate the rules and regulations of the
Arboricultural Specifications and Standards of
Practice governing the planting, maintenance,
removal, fertilization, pruning, and bracing of trees
on the streets or other public sites in the
municipality, and shall direct, regulate, and control
the planting, maintenance, and removal of all trees
growing now or hereafter in any public area of the
Municipality of , County of
, State of .
He/she shall cause the provision of this Ordinance
to be enforced. In his absence these duties shall be
the responsibility of a qualified alternate designated
by the municipality.

Section 7. Authority of the Municipal Arborist.

A. The Municipal Arborist shall have the
authority and jurisdiction of regulating the planting,
maintenance, and removal of trees on streets and
other publicly owned property to insure safety or
preserve the aesthetics of such public sites.

B. Supervision. The Municipal Arborist shall have
the authority and it shall be his duty to supervise or
inspect all work done under a permit issued in
accordance with the terms of this Ordinance.

C. Condition of Permit. The Municipal Arborist
shall have the authority to affix reasonable
conditions to the granting of a permit in accordance
with the terms of this Ordinance.

D. Master Street Tree Plan. The Municipal Arborist
shall have the authority to formulate a Master Street
Tree Plan with the advice, a hearing, and approval
of a Shade Tree Commission. The Master Street
Tree Plan shall specify the species of tree to be




planted on each of the streets or other public sites of
the municipality. From and after the effective date
of the Master Street Tree Plan, or any amendment
thereof, all planting shall conform thereto.

a) The Municipal Arborist shall consider all
existing and future utility and environmental
factors when recommending a specific species for
each of the streets and other public sites of the
municipality.

b) Amend. The Municipal Arborist, with the
approval of the Shade Tree Commission, shall have
the authority to amend or add to the Master Street
Tree Plan at any time that circumstances make it
advisable.

Section 8. Permits Required.
lanting, Maintenance and Removal

1. No person shall plant, spray, fertilize, preserve,
prune, remove, cut above ground, or otherwise
disturb any tree on any street or municipal-owned
property without first filing an application and
procuring a permit from the Municipal Arborist or
otherwise specified municipal authority. The
person receiving the permit shall abide by the
Arboricultural Specifications and Standards of

Practice adopted by the Municipal Arborist.

"~ 2. Application for permits must be made at the
office of the Municipal Arborist not less than forty-
eight (48) hours in advance of the time the work is
to be done.

3. Standards of Issuance. The Municipal Arborist
shall issue the permit provided for herein if, in his
judgment, the proposed work is desirable and the
proposed method and workmanship thereof are of a
satisfactory nature. Any permit granted shall
contain a definite date of expiration and the work
shall be completed in the time allowed on the
permit and in the manner as therein described. Any
permit shall be void if its terms are violated.

4. Notice of completion shall be given within five
(5) days to the Municipal Arborist for his inspection.

B. Planting

1. Application Data. The application required
herein shall state the number of trees to be set out;
the location, grade, species, cultivar or variety of
each tree; the method of planting; and such other
information as the Municipal Arborist shall find
reasonably necessary to a fair determination of
whether a permit should be issued.

2) Improper Planting. Whenever any tree shall be
planted or set out in conflict with the provisions of
this section, it shall be lawful for the Municipal
Arborist to remove or cause removal of the same,
and the exact cost thereof shall be assessed to the
owner as provided by law in the case of assessments.

C. Maintenance

1. Application Data. The application required
herein shall state the number and kinds of trees to
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be sprayed, fertilized, pruned or otherwise
preserved; the kind of treatment to be administerec
the composition of the spray material to be applied;
and such other information as the Municipal
Arborist shall find reasonably necessary to a fair
determination of whether a permit should be issues

D. Removal, Replanting, and Replacement

1. Wherever it is necessary to remove a tree or tree
from a treelawn in connection with the paving of a
sidewalk, or the paving or widening of the portion
of a street or highway used for vehicular traffic, the
municipality shall replant such trees or replace
them. Provided that conditions prevent planting o
treelawns, this requirement will be satisfied if any
equivalent number of trees of the same size and
species as provided for in the Arboricultural
Specifications are planted in an attractive manner
on the adjoining property.

2. No person or property owner shall remove a tre
from the treelawn for the purpose of construction,
or for any other reason, without first filing an
application and procuring a permit from the
Municipal Arborist, and without replacing the
removed tree or trees in accordance with the
adopted Arboricultural Specifications. Such
replacement shall meet the standards of size, species
and placement as provided for in a permit issued by
the Municipal Arborist. The person or property
owner shall bear the cost of removal and
replacement of all trees removed.

Section 9. Obstruction - Trees Pruned.

It shall be the duty of any person or persons
owning or occupying real property bordering on any
street upon which property there may be trees, to
prune such trees in such manner that they will not
obstruct or shade the street lights, obstruct the
passage of pedestrians on sidewalks, obstruct vision
of traffic signs, or obstruct view of any street or alley
intersection. The minimum clearance of any
overhanging portion thereof shall be ten (10) feet
over sidewalks, and twelve (12) feet over all streets
except truck thoroughfares which shall have a
clearance of sixteen (16) feet.

A. Notice to Prune Should any person or persons
owning real property bordering on any street fail to
prune trees as herein above provided, the Municipa
Arborist shall order such person or persons, within
three (3) days after receipt of written notice, to so
prune such trees.

B. Order Required The order required herein shall
be served by mailing a copy of the order to the last
known address of the property owner, by certified
mail.

C. Failure to Comply When a person to whom an
order is directed shall fail to comply within the
specified time, it shall be lawful for the municipality
to prune such trees, and the exact cost thereof shall
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be assessed to the owner as provided by law in the Should any section, clause, or provisions of this
case oOf special assessments. Ordinance be declared by the Courts to be invalid,
the same shall not affect the validity of the
Section 10. Abuse or Mutilazation of Public Trees. Ordinance as a whole, or parts thereof, other than
Unless specifically authorized by the Municipal the part so declared to be invalid.
Arborist, no person shall intentionally damage, cut,
carve, transplant, or remove any tree; attach any Section 16. Emergency.
rope, wire, nails, advertising posters, or other This Ordinance is hereby declared to be of
contrivance to any tree, allow any gaseous liquid, or immediate necessity for the preservation of public
solid substance which is harmful to such trees to peace, health, and safety, and shall be in full force
come in contact with them; or set fire or permit any and effective from and after its passage and
fire to burn when such fire or the heat thereof will publication as provided by law.
injure any portion of any tree.
Passed this day of ,19
Section 11. Interference With Municipal Arborist.
No person shall hinder, prevent, delay, or interfere Signed this day of 19
with the Municipal Arborist or any of his assistants
while engaged in carrying out the execution or , Mayor
enforcement of this Ordinance; provided, however,
that nothing herein shall be construed as an attempt Attest: ,
to prohibit the pursuit of any remedy, legal or Municipal Clerk

equitable, in any court of competent jurisdiction for
the protection of property rights by the owner of any
property within the municipality.

Section 12. Protection of Trees.

All trees on any street or other publicly owned
property near any excavation or construction of any
building, structure, or street work, shall be guarded
with a good substantial fence, frame, or box not less
than four (4) feet high and eight (8) feet square, or at
a distance in feet from the tree equal to the diameter
of the trunk in inches D.B.H., which ever is greater,
and all building material, dirt, or other debris shall
be kept outside the barrier.

No person shall excavate any ditches, tunnels,
trenches, or lay any drive within a radius of ten (10)
feet from any public tree without first obtaining a
written permit from the Municipal Arborist.

Section 13. Placing Materials on Public Property.

No person shall deposit, place, store, or maintain
upon any public place of the municipality, any stone,
brick, sand, concrete, or other materials which may
impede the free passage of water, air, fertilizer to the
roots of any tree growing therein, except by written
permit of the Municipal Arborist.

Section 14. Violation and Penalty.

Any person, firm, or corporation violating or
failing to comply with any of the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be guilty of misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof shall be fined a sum no less than
one ($1.00) dollar, nor more than five thousand
($5,000.00) dollars, or may be imprisoned for a term
not exceeding sixty (60) days, or both.

Section 15. Legality of Ordinance and Parts Thereof.
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'MUNICIPAL TREE REGULATIONS AFFECTING PRIVATE PROPERTY

MUNICIPALITY
Year Adopted and/or
Last Amended

TREES/PROPERTIES/AREA OF LOT AFFECTED

SIZE/SPECIES OF TREES

- INVOLVED OPFICTALS AND/OR AGENCY

CRITERTA FOR REMOVAL OF
| TREE :

ELEMENTS OF TREE PLAN/
SURVEY

EOND AND EFEES

GUIDELINES/REQUIREMENTS
FOR PLANTING OR REMOVAL

FINES

City of Rye
Adopted 1990

Permit required to remove trees:
~8" at|4-1/2" in required yard adjoining
public property, or any tree in historic
distriet.
—Protected trees — permit also reguired
for. removal.
~Subdivisions: identify and protect trees
of 8" at 4-1/2'. Installation of trees 6"
at 4-1/2' at density of 1 tree per 3,000
s.f. of land may be required for
properties devoid of trees or sparsely
populated with trees.

—Protected trees - desig~
nated by Board of Architec—
tural Review after public
hearing because of age,
history, uniqueness,
beauty; designation only
with Hrltten consent of
owner.

-planting of following

property prohibited: sil-
ver maples, poplars, and
ailanthus.

trees within 20 of public

-City Naturalist ~ issues permit,

~Board of Architectural Review — hears
appeals of Naturalist and designates
protected trees.

—Ordinance is enfeorced by Naturalist,
Building Imspector and tree foreman.
~Planning Board — enforces tree protectlon,
planting in subdivisions.

~Hardship, endangerment of
' property or persons on prop-
erty or adjoining property.

. |-Disease, or threat to health,

of other trees.
~Interference with permitted
- use of property.

rBranches overhanging public
Lproperty may be removed by
| City.

-Bead or dangerous trees on
iprivate property adjacent to
i public property to be re—

- (noved by owner.

~$10 fee for permit
application.
~For subdivisions,
penalty shall incinde
planting of trees on
available public space
and/or $800 per tree
payment to City Street
Tree Fund.

~Trees removed in
violation to be
"replaced im kind or

- ¥ith multiple trees.
—5250 civil perpalty for
each tree removed in
violation.

City of White Plains
Adopted 1984

-Guidelines apply to pemding and future
development proposals on vacant land,
redevelopment projects on land to be
cleared of structures, conventional
-subdivisions; and plans for new one and -
two family homes.

~Applicaticns for work on existing ome
and two family homes should be exempt.

-Approving agencies use guidelines in
review of appllcatlons.

~Healthy spec;men and protected trees
located in front, side or rear yard -
setbacks, on land within 25' from curb-
iine, or land in R.0.W., shall be
preserved where feasible. Specimen and
protected trees on other areas of lot
may be required to be preserved.

~No removal of specimen or protected
trees prior to submitting application.

~Protected tree - 6 species.

-Specimen tree - 12" at: 4’
and/or crown spread of 15°,
or any tree or grouping of

an approving agency.

J-Iree - 4" at 4" having

“clearly defined-crowm. -

trees deemed significant by

—Approving .agencies shall use gnidelines in
review of site plans, special permits,
variances, conservatiom developments.and
conventional subdivisions.

~Approving agency shall refer tree plams to
Commissioners of Planning, Public Works and

_Environmenta)l Officer for review and report R
-{.prior to taking any.action; may be \

conditioned upon review for smaller
projects.

i
{
'
i
i

~hocation, type, size and
condition of existing
trees, inciunding specimen
and -protected trees, trees
- of 8" at 4' and groupings
of 20 or more trees. Show
trees to be removed, to be
saved, ail site improve-—
ments, and trees to be
protected for 2 years after
construction.

-Reforestation require-
ments: 1 tree/2500 s.f.
lot area. Trees in
residential districts to
be 2-1/2"at 2' min.
Other districts 3-1/2%-4"
at'2'. Give priority to
planting in area of front
vard setback and/or lands
within 25 of curbline.

-Credit for replanting -
one tree for every
preserved healthy
specimen or protected
tree.

-City to determime
. penalties.

" yillage of Croton—on—

Hudson
Adopted 1987

Permit required to remove treest’

~8" at 3' on subdividable land without
residential structure or any property
which wonld require site plan approval
to be developed.

~Any trees growing on slopes over 25%.
~Threatened or endangered trees as
defined by NYSDEC.

~Any species as determined by Village
Board.

“pree — 8" at'3* and 13"
height min.-

—Landmark Tree - list to be
designated by Village
Board.

}~Vvillage Engineer ~ grants tree rémoval "’

permit and administers ordinance.
~Planning Board ~ apply same criteria when
granting site plan or subdivision. Shall
- be deemed tree removal permit.
-ZBA ~ o hear appeals of Engineer's
decisions.

‘Tiphysical condition of tree.

~proximity to proposed
inprovements:
-Within 3' of sidewalk or
_+ driveway.
/«Within 10' of septic or.
» subsurface improvement.
-Within 5°' of roadway.
-Consider effect on ecology,
erosion, tree management
practices, property values,
aesthetics, solar access.

~Total land iavolved.

~Number of trees to be re-
moved.

-Purpose of tree removal.

-Location, size, species of
trees.

-May be submitted as part
of site plan or subdivision
plans.

-Where no site . plan or
subdivision, sketch plan
may be substituted.

=Performance bond may be
required to ensure
compliance.

-Fee to be determined by
Village Board.

-No fee required for
village residents.

~In connection with site
plan or. subdivision, -
Planning. Board may
require replacement of
trees removed. May
require structures moved
to preserve trees. Trees
may be designated for
preservation.

‘1~§250 max., may also

include 15 day max.
imprisonment.
~Trees removed

illegally may be
required to be replaced
as per Department of
Public Works Foreman.
~Trees replaced to be at
least 3" at 3°'.

Town/Village of
Harrison
hdopted 1989

~Permit required to.remove trees:
4" at breast height on private

" property.

~Tree removal permitted as part of ap~-
proved subdivision {in subdivisions,
trees required within 8! of street
R.0.¥W.}.

~Where 3 or more trees are to be
removed, plans required for removal and
replacement.

-No-removal of -historie tree without
approval of the Commission.

—Tree - 4" at breast height.
~Historic Tree - worthy of
protection because of age,
size, botanical importance,
etc., or stand of important
trees, Dedicated by

Tree Committee; notice
given to .property owner.

~Tree Committee ~ implements and enforces
ordinapce. Shall have discretion as to
removal and replacement of trees when 3 or
more trees are removed.
~Building Department — grants permits
for removal of up to 3 trees.
—Town Board - shall hear appeals of Tree
Committee decisions.

-Hardship, endangerment of
public or adjoining property
owner.

—hreas to be occupied by
building, driveways,
recreation areas, or within
15° of these areas.

~Areas of extemsive cut and
fiil.

=Thinning of trees may be al~
lowed to encourage develop-

ment of prime specimen trees.

-Plan showing heavily
wooded areas, tree type
and size range, and loca-—
tion and size of trees to
be removed.

-Replacement of trees
removed may be required
with multipie trees.

~Restoration of area of
removed trees required.

-Trees not surviving one
growing season tov be
replaced.

~$250 maximum finhe or
imprisomrment of 15 days
max., or both, Each

. week of continuned
violation is considered
additional violation.

village of Irvimgton
hdopted 1980

Permit required to remove trees:

6" at 4'

—Substautlally ﬂeveloped lots of 3 acres
or less are exempt; except for specimen
trees or shrubs,

~3pecimen Tree - height of
10,
historlc/unzque value as
found by Tree Preservation
Commission. .

—Specimen Shrub - as deter-
mined by Tree Preservation
Commission.

24" diameter, or having] permit.

—Tree Preservation Commission — approves

Conservation Board. Empowered to obtaim
assistance of professional.

—-Planning Board - reviews tree removal plan
at time of subdivision review im lieu of
tree permit.

~Village Board - pover to review decisions
of f'ree Pres. Comm. Shall hear all appeals
of Comm.

~Building Inspector — enforces law.

Shall consist of the Bavironmental

~Haydship.

—Bnﬂangerment of persons Qr -
* property.

~¥itkin 10' of buildings.
-Interferes with permitted
| use of property.

~Area of approved cut or- £i11.

-Plan showing trees to be
removed, existing trees .. -
w/types, sizes & reasons
for removal.

~Must show trees to replace
those removed, in kind;
larger trees may be
required to be replaced by
multiple trees.

-$20 fee for tree
removal permit.

~May require applicant
to pay for inspéctor
where extensive cutting
is planned.

—Performance Hond may be

. required - sufficient to

cover 90% of planting &
restoration work. Re-—
majining 10% in cash into
tree preservation
escrow. Upon completion,
to be cancelied and may
be replaced by mainten-
ance bond to rum no
longer than 2 years.

~Backfiil area of, removed
trees, repair or replace
trees removed for up te
2 years.

~Remove tree stumps.

~$250 max.

—-Civil penalty-$100
each day in violation
for every tree.

Town/Viilage of Mount
Risco
Adopted 1989

~Tree Preservation-Plar following
standards to be approved by Planning
Board; required for building permits,
site plans, snbdivisions, when deemed
necessary.

~Specimen and protected trees in front,
side, and rear yard setbacks, and in
R.0.W. shall be preserved where feasible.
~Specimen & protected trees om sther
areas of lot may be required to be
preserved at discretion of Planning
Board.

~Tree ~ 4" at 4'.

—Specimen Tree ~ 36" at 4°
and/or minimum crown spread
of 15'; or any other tree
deemed significant by
Village Naturalist.
~Protected Tree ~ none
specified.

-Planning Board - approves Tree Preservation
.Plan.

-Village Naturalist - Village Engineer
designated as Village Naturalist.

~¥illage Naturalist & Village Building
Inspector ~ shall meet with developer prior
to development activity to ensure tree
identification and tree protection
measures.

Tree Preservation Plan:
—~Inventory, w/lccation,
types, size, and condition
of existing trees. Include
specimen, protected trees &
significant groupings, &
all trees 8" at 4', and any
group of 20 or more trees.
~-Show trees saved, removed,
& site improvements.

~Plan to preserve trees for
2 years,

~These items may be part of
normal application
submittals.

Restoration Plan:
~Trees to be planted at
1/2,500 s.f. lot area with,
trees 2-1/2" at 2' in one
& two family districts,
and trees 3-1/2" at 2"
in all other districts.
-Priority for planting in
front, side & rear yard
setbacks.
~Credit toward reforesta—
tion - one preserved. spec-
imen or protected tree

for ome required planting.

| village of North

Tarrytown
Adopted 1984

f-permit required to remove trees. on

property of ome acre or more.

—-Parking lot construction having area of
1/4 acre or more vhere permlt
application is made, 15% minimum of lot'
to be covered by trees or bushes;
measured by tree crown breadths.

~Iree - 4" at 4-1/2'.

~Tree Commission — grants tree removal
permits and administers ordinance.

—Tree Warden — shall be under direction of
Tree Commission, may be member of Tree
Commission.

~Condition: disease, age,
‘hazard.

-Necessity to accemplish
:plans of applicant.

~Also comsider ecological
system, area character, and
horticuitural/vegetation
management practices.

. Plans to show existirg and
proposed buildings; type,
size and location of irees
to be destroyed and
replacement trees. Also
include reason for tree
destrnetion.

~520 for permit
application.
~Cost of inspector may
be required of applicant.
—Performance bond for
90% of cost of work re-
quired, 10% of cost to
be deposited into escrow
by village. 8ix month
limit for work.

—Trees are to be
protected during
construction by fence.

~Trees failing to survive
for peried of 2 years
following work to be
replaced at cost to
permit holder.

-On properties of 5 acres
or more, trees may be )
required to screen

. property at roads.

1ot to exceed $1000.

Each tree shall be
separate offense.
~Also subject to civil
penalty of $100 each
day for every tree.-
Replacement of trees
destroyed in violation
required.

hviiihg; of Rye Brook

Adopted 1989

}~#pplicants for subdivision, site plan,

Permit required to remove trees:
—-12" at 4' on:

-Improved property.

~Unimproved or developing projects.

or other development requiring tree
removal shall submit Tree Preservationm
Map.

-Designated Tree — 12" at 4'.
-Protected Tree — 13
species,. and trees
designated as valuable

‘- because of their age,

history, locatiomn, spec1a1
beauty or unique guality.

-Director of Public Works ~ administers
ordinance and issues tree permits.

-Tree Committee - shall hear appeals of
decisions of Pirector of DPW, publishes
Tree Preservation Guidelines and gives
interpretation of ordinance.

~pndangers health, safety,

. of general pubiic, owner or
. adjoining neighbor.
“Interferes with permitted
‘use, compliance-with stand-
‘ards for sightlines, drive-
ways or intersections.
~Disease, age, etc.

iwelfare of public or property

“Remove tree, incinding

roots, stump.

~Disturbed area to be
backfilled, replanted or
reseeded.

~Illegally removed trees
shall be replaced w/tiree
of comparable size and
species by owner. Mult-
iple trees may be re—
quired for larger trees.

§-5250 max.,.§1,000 max.

- for protected trees
with each violation a
separate offensé.

Village of Scarsdale
Adopted 1985 .

Permit required to remove trees:

-12" at 54" on any privately owned un—
improved lot.

~No removal of protected trees on
private property.

-Tree ~ 12" at 54" (on
unimproved lot).
-protected Trees - ‘American
Elm; any other tree or
species considered
significant.

~Village Naturalist - enforces ordinance
with Building Imspector to determine
removal of protected trees.

~Boards using criteria:

—Plannlng Board.

-ZBA.

—Architectural Review Board.

~~Hardship.

~Disease.

~Interference with permitted
use of property.

Por Planning Board, Zoning
Board and Architectural
Review Board actioms,
require:

-Inventory of trees 4" at
4~-1/2' to 10" at 4-1/2' (for
site plan and preliminary
subdivision applications}.
~Tree Preservation Plan ~
showing trees to be
preserved.

~free Replacement Plan, may
be required.

Board required to ensure!
preservation and
replaating.

~5250 max., or 15 days
imprisonment, or both.
-Each tree is separate
violation. B
~Civil penalty is §100 °
for each tree.

~Tree replacement
required for violators;
multiple trees may

be required for larger
irees.

village of Tarrytown
Adopted 1988
Amended 1990

" Permit required to remove trees:

~4" at 4-1/2'. Exempt: removal of 3
trees or less on lot of one acre or less
on substantially developed land.

~Large tree on private, unimproved land.
~Historic trees, or trees of 2" at 3'

in historie area or district.
~Protected trees — cannot be removed

. without approval of Tree Commission.

-Tree - 4" at 4-1/2'.
~Large Trees - 12" at 54"
—-protected Trees — {list of

© species).

-Tree Warden ~ enforces tree regulations.
-Planning Board and ZBA have jurisdiction
aver tree removal for site plams, sub-

divisions and variances.

~Tree Commission hears appeals from Tree
Warden, Planning Board, ZBA decisions on
tree permits.

i=Hardship.

—Endangerment.,

-Disease.

~Interferes with permitted
use of property.

Payment equivalent to
value of trees
destroyed, to be used
for public trees within
village.

Trees destroyed (by
permit or in violation of
ordinance} should be
replaced in kind, with
muitiple trees for large
trees.

—$500 max. or 15 days,
or both.

—Each tree is separate
violation.

~Civil pemalty is $100
' for each tree.

~Trees destroyed to be
- replaced in kind.

WCDP. AUGUST 1992
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TOWNS

MUNICIPAL TREE REGULATIONS AFFECTING PRIVATE PROPERTY

MUNICIPALITY
Year Adopted and/or
Last Amended

TRERS/PROPERTIES/AREA OF LOT APFECTED

S128/SPECIES OF TREES

INVOLVED OFFICIALS AND/OR AGENCY

CRITERIA FOR REMOVAL OF
TREE

ELEMENTS OF TREE PLAN/
.SURVEY

BOND AND FEES

‘GUIDELINES/REQUIREHENTS
FOR PLANTING OR REMOVAL

FINES

Town of Bedford
Adopted 1986

Pernit required to remove trees:
-12" on land of 5 acres or more oOr oR any
parcel without a residence structure.
Trees growing on slopes over 25%.
—Threatened or endangered species as
defined by Tovm Board, or lamdmark
trees.

Board.

~Tree - 4" at 4-1/2' with
definitely formed crown of
foliage and height of 13',

-Landmark Tree - defined on
list established by Town

-Building Inspector and Code Enforcement

~Planning Board — approved subdivisions
and site plans must follow same criteria
for tree removal permit. May designate

~ZBA ~ hears appeals of Building
Inspector.

Officer administer and enforce ordinance.

trees preserved, buildings moved, and refer
to Building Inspector for recommendations.

~Poor physical condition.
~Proximity to improvements
{within: 5' of foundation
wall; 3' of sidevalk or
arivevay; 10°' of septic or
other

~Total land imvolved in
cutting.

~Nimber of trees removed.
~Location of trees,
species, size.

5' of roadway).

~Consider effects on ecolo=
gy; erosion; tree management
practices; property values;
aesthetics; solar access.

~May be part
of site plan and subdivi-
sion plans.

~Survey requirement may-be
eliminated and simple
sketch may be su.bstxtnted.

{~Performance bond to
required.

~Pee to be determined by
Town Board,

ensure compliance may be |

| For_grantine
may require essonable Te:
location of improvements
to protect trees; may
regulate days and hours
of tree removal opera=
tion; may require each
tree to be removed be
properly marked; minimize
environmental impacts.

t:

$250 max., max. 15 days
imprisonment, replace
Temoved trees with mew
trees, or all of the
above.

[ Town of Cortlandt
Adopted 1991

Permit required for removal of trees om:
—Lots developed with one or two family
residences greater than 4 acres.
~Lots undeveloped or for which no site
plan or subdivision has been approved.

“Tree - 4" at 4-1/2'.

spread of 15'.

mental Comservation Law.

-Specimen Tree ~ 12" at 4-
1/2* and/or minimum crowa

—Protected Tree - 7 species
listed, and wetland trees
designated by NYS Environ~

~ZBA vhen issuing any other permit or
approval.

~Planning Board when issuing any other
permit or approval.

~Town Board when issuing any other permit
or approval including applications vhich
require permit or approval from ZBA or
Planning Board.

~CAC - application for permit to be
revieved and reported upon.

~Consider public health,
safety, soil erosion,
habitat disturbance, fire
protection, drainage.

bodies, watercourses.

type of trees to be remove
and saved.

~Stages of removal.
-Location, size of loading
areas for removal.

~Place for tree disposal
and -cleanup.

~Location of wetlands, water-

~Size, number, location and

A sec\lr)ty may be re-
quired to ensure com-

d | agency.

pliance; set by approving]

~Felled tree kept at
min. 20° from public
roads and R-0-H
~Consideration shall be
given.to preserving
specimen and protected

~Replanting may be

| required as condition: of
permit.

{-Standards for replant—
ing may be established.
-Law superceded by Steep
Slope Protection Law,
and Wetlands, Watercourses
and Waterbodies Law.
-Adjacent property owners
to be notified.

—Public hearing to be held
for permit.

. trees where feasible. 4

‘|-civil pemalty ~ max. of

il $1,500 for each viola-
tion; each week a
separate violation.
|~Penal Lav - min. $500,

- max. $1,000; min. §1,000
max. §2,000 for second
and each subsequent
violation, or 15 days
imprisonment. Fach of-
fense separate, each
day separate offemse.
~Town may seek equitable
relief to restrain.any
violation.

~Violator may be required
to restore affected

| area.
~Sites may be inspected.

Town of Greenburgh
Adopted 1974
Bmended 1991

Pernit reqnired for removal of amy tree
on amy proper
~Exemption:
or less.
~Any property owner applying for
subdivision, site plan, special permit,
variances or other development approval
requiring removal of trees require
pernit.

develuped lots of 1 acre

~Tree - 6" at 4'.

~Forestry Officer to be appointed by Town
Board.

tree planting, preservation, and la
scaping.

~May employ professional with experience in
nd-

“Hardship.

“Endanger persons, property.
“10° around propos

building.

-If interferes with use,
remove selectively.

-Tocation, species of

. trees removed & replaced
w/reasons for removal.
-Multiple trees may be
required to replace re—
moval of larger mature
trees.

~S0% of planning & res—
toration vork in bond,
10% in cash into tree
escrow account.

~6 month limit for work

used for improvements
after.

~Applicant may be re-
quired to pay for im-
spector when extensive
tree cutting.

_to be dome, funds to be ,

“Restoration of cutting
area/backfilling.
-Replace damaged trees.
~Replace planted trees up
to 2 years.

~Large trees may be
replaced with mitiple

~Not to exceed $500
and/or ‘15 day
 imprisonment.

~Civil penalty of $200
\each day for every

mlator must replace .
ach tree removed in
Yiolation.

i
‘\

Tovn of Lewisboro
Adopted 1976

Permit required for removal of trees:
-10" on lands 5 acres or more.

-Exemptions: approved site plan, approved
subdivision, approved building permit, orj
for non-commercial purposes incidental to
homesite.

~Tree - 10".

~Town Board ~ issues permit.
~Planning Board - for
subdivision or site plan,
plans showing location and
sizes of trees to be
removed or cut.

~Total land area involved
in cutting.

~Location and size of trees
to be cut, w/size of range
of trees to be cut.

~Performance bond may be
required to emsure
compliance.

~Cut or removed trees to
be properly marked.

or{ 6 rionth imprisonment
mak., or both. Each
day in violation is
separate violation.

i

. lsz\t':o min., §2,500 max.,

Town of Mamaroneck
 Adopted 1985

Pernit required to remove trees:
" at 4'. -

—lots of 1/2 acre or less vhich are sub-
stantially developed with buildings or
structures are exempt.

~Iree - 6" at 4'.

removal permits.

~Planning Board - has regulation over
removal of trees for site plan and
subdivision applications.
~Town Board ~ hears appeals of Tree
Preservation Commission decisions.

~Tree. Preservation Commission - gramts tree

|~Interferes vith the permit-

:|-2rea of approved cut or fill.

-Hardship, or endanger pub-
lic or owmer or property of
the ovmer.

~Property to be occupied by
buildings or structures and
10* around perimeter,
depending on species and
conditions set by Tree

~Existing trees with types,

~Provide for nev trees to
be planted and specify lo-
cation and type to replace
existing trees in kind.
-Hay Tequire multiple trees

ted use of the property.

may be required
at cost to applicant.

‘sizes, reasons for removal.

Ior remov'al of large trees.

~Fee to be set by Town
Board.

-Performance Bond ~ 90%-
of- plaating and restora-
tion work; 10% to be in
cash and depostited in
tree preservation escrow
account.

~0n lots containing 30
trees or more/acre,
funds may be payed in
lieu of replacement
trees {$250/tree). upon
decision by Tree Pres.
Comm. Funds deposited
into Tree Fund Account
to be used for planting
of trees on town proper-
ty. No more than 50% of
trees to be removed may
be payed for in lieu.

—Restoration of hackfill
of tree removal.
~Irees damaged or
destroyed during
construction shall be
replaced in kind,
w/miltiple trees for
larger trees.

~Remove tree stumps:
-Replace replanted trees
| for up to 2 years.

-$11000 max., $100 civil
penalty for each and
every day for each and
every tree in
violation.

Town of Mount

Pleasant
Adopted 1989

-On all undeveloped private land, vhere

feasible, preserve Specimen, Protected

Trees, and Specimen Tree stands.

~Iree Protection Zones:

-Primary - front, side, rear yard
setbacks.

~Canopy - 25' of curblire.

-R-0-W ~ publicly owned.

~Also may require protection on other
areas of .

-Specimen Tree - large

1/2"; large softwood of
min., 36" at 4-1/2°.

1/2° (see species list),
must be. healthy.
-Protected Tree - any

hardwoods, of min. 30" at 4+

“Small trees" of 12" at 4-

species deemed protected or
significant by Town Board.

-approving agency for site plans, special
permits, variances, conservation
subdivisions.

-Building Inspector, Town Arborist and
Planning Board shall be comsulted.
~Tree Plan and Standards not required if
deemed "mot pertinent or mecessary" by
approving agency.

-Required. (if deemed neces-
sary by approving agency).
-Includes inventory, plan
showing all development,
trees protected & removed
and written procedures.

~Reforestation plans'
calculate require

“density factor” for site
using formula to
determine minimum numbex
of tree caliper inches to
be replaced. ({See ordin-
ance for formula.)

[~$250 min., $500 max.
or imprisonment
of 60 days max.

Town of Pound Ridge
Adopted 1990

No removal of:

~Trees.on slopes over 25%.

~Specimen trees.

~Protected trees.

prees within 25 of any property line.
-No clear cutting (cutting 1/2 trees in
area of 1 acre yarcel over consecutive
years) vithout permit.

~Trees of 12" at 4-1/2' o= subdividable
lot (twice size of m

permitted lot in zaning dstrict).

-Protected Trees (list of
12 species).

~Specimen Trees - 12" at 4-
172

~Building Inspector administers with
Cohservation Board consultation.
~Planning Board follows same criteria for
subdivisions and residential site plans.
~For commercial district site plans only~
must show trees removed and preserved.
~Wetland pernit and logging operations
pernit serve as permit.

~28A shall hear ‘all appeals.

-Hardship.

~Endangering persons.
property

~Disease.

~Trees in proximity to pro-
posed or existing.improve-
ments:

-15" of foundation wall or
inground pool.

~3' of sidewalk or driveway.
~10" of septic field.

-5' of driveway/roadway
intersection.

~Tree management policies.
-Property values, aesthetics
of meighborhood.

-solar access of buildings.

~Required for site plams,
subdivisions.

~shows location, size,
specimen of preserved
trees.

—Other than site plan,
subdivision - sketch
showing trees removed may
be permitted.

-Bond required.

~Fee for permit to be
determined by Tovn
Board.

~May require "Westchester
County Best Management
Practices for Erosion and
Sediment Control."

~§250 max. for each
tree removed.

Town of Somers
Adopted 1990

[~Clear cutting permitted only as part of
approved site plan, subdivision or
building permit.

-When part of building permit - cutting
to be limited for purpose of establish-
ing drivevay, septic system, well,
structure or building. Limited to area
within 30" of principal building and 5'
of all other improvements. Building h
Inspector to refer to Plamning Board to
determine appropriateness.

more than 2 trees which

cutline, in a contiguous
area greater than 10,000
s.f. over any 10 year
cutting cycle.

-Clear cutting - cutting of

constitute more than 30% of
trees of 4" at 4-1/2' or at

Town of New Castle
Adopted 1992

TABLE 1+ HUNICIPAL TREE

The Toun of North Castlo’®
summacy of the Town's reghlations

Toun of Noreh Castle, Ado)

Permit required for:

~Clearing’ ~ removal of more than 10 trees
in 1/4 acre area within 1 year.

~Removal of. tree within landscape buffer
zone or setback zone, as specified for

" district, except that removal of 2 or
less trees in 2 acre area or less in the
setback zome within 1 year is exempt.
-Removal of specimen tree.

~Removal of significant tree.

~Approved site plan, subdivision, or
special permit considered tree removal
permit.

gt
treo ordinanca vas mistakenly omitted from
BFGULATIONS AFFEGTING PRIVATE PROPERTY. Below is a

~Tree ~ 6" at 4-1/2'.
-Specimen Tree - any tree
24" at 4-1/2° or greater.

on list to be established
by Town Board on
recommendation of
conservation Board, based
on quality, uniqueness,

tree.

red 1962

~Significant Tree — defined

historical significance of

~Town Engineer shall be approving authority
except vhere Plamning Board is approving
agency.

for site plan, subdivision or special
permit applications.
-Appeals to Envirommental Review Board.

~Planning Board shall be approving. authority

-Removal of tree without
pernit alloved in cases of
, forest

~For clearing: reasons for
removal, plans showing

activities.

-For tree removal permit:

~Poor health of tree.

~Tree located near existing

or proposed improvements:

~3' of sidewalk or driveway

=10* of subsurface improve-
nt

mes

-10' of roadway or structure
-Effect on:

-drainage pattern

—grovn:h of adjacent vegeta~

—property values and aesthe-
ties of property and adja-
cent propert:

_heatth, safoty, velfare of |
persons

~solar access

-vildlife habitat

removal, and plans for
restoration.

~With exception of specimen
trees, specific trees need
not be identified.

before and after

~Fee to be set by Town
Board.
-Bond may be required.

-$50 min., $250 max.
~For second and
subsequent offenses
vithin 1 year, $250
min., $5000 max. or 15
days imprisonment.
~Bach offense and day
considered separate.
~Replacement of trees
removed in violation
may be required.

Trées/Propereies/Ares

nvolved OFF:

- building Inspector
- ZBA - hearc appeals

Bond and Fees:

Z"3ond to bo fssued i
« Fee: §5/51,000 of
minimn fee of §5

Eines

<5250

maximun oc imprisonment of 15 days maxima, or both,
violation considered separate offense.

Erected:

Pornic roquired to comove creea:
on private prope
T Trces wlthin 150+ of any existing duelling exempe.

ency:
- issues permic.
of Building Inspector. «

n amount to be Eixed by Town.
the cost of inprovement or excavated arca with
and maximuz fee of $500.

Each day in
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