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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Westchester County Soil and Water Conservation District is a County entity created in 1967 

by an act of the then Westchester County Board of Supervisors (modern-day Board of Legislators) 
under the New York State Soil and Water Conservation District Law. 
 

The District provides an opportunity for the County to obtain state, federal and other non-County 
funds for activities, studies and projects that help the County meet its stormwater and natural 
resources management obligations. The District also assists the public with matters specific to the 
conservation and management of soil, water and other natural resources. 
 

The District is guided by a seven-member Board of Directors. A professional from the County 
Department of Planning carries out the District manager’s duties in addition to his other 
responsibilities with the County. He is largely responsible for carrying out the District’s work plan 
and other District-related administrative and technical responsibilities, including those related to 
District revenue and expenses. The County acts as the District’s treasurer and other County 
professionals assist the District from time to time. 
 

The Westchester County Executive appoints county residents to the District’s Board of Directors 
for three-year terms as specified by state law. The volunteers serve as “at-large” members. They 
each represent the entire county. The Board of Directors generally meets monthly. At its meeting 
in January, the Board conducts an Annual Organizational Meeting to elect officers.   
 

The County’s five-year cooperative agreement with the District began February 1, 2019. It will 
expire January 31, 2024. Under the agreement, the County assigns Department of Planning staff 
members to manage and administer the District and its Board of Directors, implement the 
District’s annual work plan, and provide soil and water conservation-related technical assistance 
to Westchester County residents and others. In exchange, the District agrees to transfer a portion 
of its annual state financial assistance, which it receives through the New York State Department 
of Agriculture and Markets’ Soil and Water Conservation Committee (SWCC), to the County’s 
operating budget. Additional annual state financial assistance and other revenue is used to carry 
out District activities, projects and programs, usually on County-owned properties. 
 

The District operates, in part, under the authority of Westchester County. As a result, personnel 
policies, salaries and benefits are addressed by the County. Procurement and financial policies 
also are generally developed and implemented through the County. In addition, the District falls 
under the County governmental structure for purposes of risk assessment and management 
functions.  
 

The District’s Board of Directors on January 16, 2015, approved a cooperative working agreement 
with the SWCC and the United States Department of Agriculture - Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). Under this agreement, the SWCC, NRCS and District pledged to 
assist each other in promoting and implementing mutually acceptable, sound soil and water 
conservation practices in Westchester County.  
 

The District has a distinct suburban- and urban-oriented work program focused on the 
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conservation and stewardship of soil and water resources and natural resources management. 
This program helps the County address its obligations under State and federal guidelines, policies 
and regulations.  
 
The District’s priorities include:  
 

 restoring, protecting, managing natural resources;  

 installing and retrofitting stormwater management facilities to improve water quality and 
mitigate flooding;  

 controlling erosion and sedimentation and polluted stormwater by advocating best 
management practices through professional training and watershed-based analyses and 
recommendations; and  

 promoting sound soil and water resources conservation techniques and natural resources 
stewardship through public outreach and education.  

 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES RESTORATION 

 
On behalf of the District, the Planning Department will continue to advance the Stormwater 
Management and Natural Resources Restoration Program, a.k.a., Aquatic Restoration Program, 
which helps the County address its water quality and stormwater management obligations under 
state and federal requirements. Because of the District and its relationships with state, federal and 
non-governmental entities, the County has additional opportunities to seek and receive non-
County funding for its priority projects and activities related to stormwater management and 
natural resources restoration.  
 
Since 1998, approximately 50 individual projects have been completed or are being planned, 
designed or constructed to more efficiently manage stormwater runoff to improve water quality 
and, where possible, lessen the risks associated with flooding. Other important objectives include 
improved fish and wildlife habitats, passive recreation, and public outreach and education. 
 

The Aquatic Restoration Program’s webpage link, with summaries and photographs of completed 
projects, is: www.westchestergov.com/restoration. In 2021, this webpage will be updated to 
include projects completed within the past five years. 
  
The projects focus on: (1) natural resources restoration, especially to streams and rivers, 
freshwater and tidal wetlands, ponds, lakes and meadows; and (2) retrofitting existing and 
installing new stormwater management facilities. The latter includes innovative technologies to 
improve water quality by using processes that mimic natural systems and use natural materials. 
 

The following are the most significant projects scheduled for planning, design and/or 
construction: 
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1. Croton Point Park Grassland Restoration Project: The three-year restoration of 

approximately 85 acres of grassland covering the former Croton Landfill at Croton Point 
Park in Croton-on-Hudson began in March 2019.  The restored area and approximately 
another 20 acres not requiring restoration will be maintained under a new management 
plan that will improve the grassland’s long-term biodiversity. The plan will be 
implemented following completion of the restoration in the fall 2021. 
 
The grassland had largely been a patchwork of plant populations and communities, with 
many dominated by ecologically undesirable vegetation, such as non-native cool season 
grasses, largely smooth bromegrass and invasive and non-native mugwort, porcelain berry 
and other species. The goal is to transform the grassland into a more ecologically rich plant 
community comprised largely of native, drought-tolerant grasses and wildflowers. These 
plants will promote biological diversity and species richness, especially for beneficial 
insects and birds. 
 
The restoration of each large patch of vegetation is being handled differently in order to 
achieve the best overall results. The grassland will be frequently mowed and/or treated 
with herbicide during the three-year restoration period to eradicate dominant, undesirable 
plants. It also will be re-seeded with mixes of desirable grasses and forbs. 
 
The grassland is viewed by naturalists as critically important to many species of birds using 
the Atlantic Flyway, the migratory route for birds traveling up and down the East Coast. 
Many other birds, including the bald eagle, also use Croton Point Park, the largest 
peninsula in the Hudson River. The grassland is the largest intact grassland in the region. 
The closest comparably sized grassland is at Floyd Bennett Field, approximately 40 miles 
south of Croton Point Park.  
 
The project is funded by a $500,000 state grant to the District. This funding has been used 
to cover design as well as construction costs. The District is using other state revenue to 
finance construction management for the project. The District manager is generally 
overseeing the project for the District and Westchester County. Larry Weaner Landscape 
Associates, a consultant, is handling day-to-day project supervision and management of 
the construction contractor, Weeds Inc. 
 

2. Fulton Brook Streambank Stabilization and Restoration Project:  Fulton 
Brook, a small tributary to the Bronx River, flows in a west-to-east direction and emerges 
from a large pipe immediately north of the Westchester County Center in White Plains. 
The pipe carries the stream under a commercial and light industrial area. The stream is 
above-ground or “day-lighted” from County Center Road to its discharge point in the 
Bronx River. This section is adjacent to the County Center within the Bronx River Parkway 
Reservation. The stream has experienced severe bank erosion and channel sedimentation 
and is being overrun by non-native, invasive plants.  
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Project components include excavating the stream banks to soften their gradient, removing 
sediment from the stream channel, and establishinga vegetated buffer alongside the 
stream. Hard (e.g., rock revetment) and soft (e.g., live plant stakes) bank stabilization 
practices will be included. The project was awarded a state grant by the NYS DEC. It has 
been matched with county funding. Design was completed in 2020. The project was then 
bid for construction in the spring 2020. The eradication of invasive, non-native plants 
began in the summer 2020. Excavation and other construction began in November 2020. 
Construction will be completed in the spring 2021. 
 

3. Long Island Sound Living Shoreline and Artificial Reef: Using state funding, the 

District hired a consultant to complete a feasibility study and develop a conceptual plan for 

a “living shoreline” and artificial reef in Westchester County. The reef will consist of “reef 

balls” or similar concrete structures placed just below the intertidal zone of Long Island 

Sound at County-owned Edith G. Read Natural Park and Wildlife Sanctuary and Playland 

Park in Rye City. A “living shoreline” will accompany the reef at this location. The study 

was completed in June 2020. 

 

An artificial reef would protect County-owned assets, improve water quality, and provide 

habitats for a variety of marine life as well as protect the other “living shoreline” 

components, such as “low” and “high” marshes, dunes and scrub-shrub buffer. To date, an 

artificial reef using “reef balls” has only been created at one other location on the northern 
shore of Long Island Sound at Stratford, Connecticut. The technique has been used 

elsewhere, however, including Chesapeake Bay and Florida.  
 

A “reef ball’’ is a concrete structure resembling a Wiffle ball that has been cut in half. When 

a “reef ball” is placed just below the intertidal zone, shellfish, seaweed and other organisms 
attach themselves to it creating a true reef. Its protective marine community will last long 

after the concrete structure has decayed. Artificial reefs have many of the same benefits as 

natural reefs. Due to their strong structural core, artificial reefs created by “reef balls” help 
break up waves before they reach the shore, thereby lessening the risk of damage to natural 

and man-made features during severe storms. And the marine life living on artificial reefs 

improves water quality through chemical and biological processes. 
 

Now that the feasibility study has been completed, either state funding received by the 
District or County capital funding will be used to design the project in 2021. If funding is 
provided by the District, a grant will be sought to recoup the expenditure. County capital 
funding would be used for construction-related costs. The District is currently working 
with regulatory agencies and other stakeholders to gauge and encourage their acceptance 
of a “living shoreline” concept whose centerpiece is an artificial reef.  
 

4. Muscoot Farm Drainage and Water Quality Improvement Project: On behalf of 
the District, the Watershed Agricultural Council (WAC) applied for a state grant to 
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construct a drainage and water quality improvement project, to include a stormwater  
wetland, at Muscoot Farm in Somers. The grant was awarded by the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets (NYS DAM) under its Climate Resilient Farming 
Program. The project’s design is complete. Construction is scheduled to begin by late fall 
2020. It will be completed in the spring 2021.  In addition to the District and WAC, project 
partners include the Friends of Muscoot Farm and county Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation. 
 
The total project cost will be approximately $225,000, of which $89,851 will be 
reimbursed by the state under the grant. The balance will be paid for by WAC. The project 
is considered a “track two” project, for which $790,000 in state funding was available. The 
state received applications seeking a total of $1,778,452. 

 

The project consists of 11 structural and four non-structural best management practices 
specified by the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service to address flooding in 
critical and heavy farm use areas and grazed pastures and increase farm carbon 
sequestration. A series of structures for water control (NRCS 587), roof runoff structures 
(NRCS 558), and a grassed waterway (NRCS 412) will collect surface runoff and direct it to 
a constructed wetland [water and sediment control basin (NRCS 638)] and critical area 
planting (NRCS 343)). Fencing (NRCS 382) will exclude animals from the grassed 
waterway and control basin.  A nutrient management plan (NRCS 590) and prescribed 
grazing plan (NRCS 528) will be developed to accommodate changes in fields and a forage 
and biomass planting (NRCS 512) will be implemented to restore grazing in affected areas. 
New silvo-pasture will be created to replace the heavy use areas used to create the 
constructed wetland. This system of best management practices will prevent flooding of 
heavy use areas and critical infrastructure during rain events by capturing storm water and 
redirecting it to the constructed wetland. The proposed implementation will allow 
significant carbon capture and sequestration on the farm, improve soil health and decrease 
the farm’s greenhouse gas emissions (GHG). 

 

5. Conservation Project: The District has consistently used the modest amount of state 
funding it receives annually for conservation-related projects to achieve successful 
products, leveraging the funds with other District revenue and in-kind services and 
through partnerships with other entities. All of the projects have benefitted County-owned  
assets. The $6,000 in state funding has been used over the years to create vegetated 
riparian buffers, stabilize stream and pond banks, restore meadows, eradicate invasive 
plants, and provide other services to the County. By leveraging these funds, the District has 
often been able to expand the projects’ original scope. 
 
Some past projects will still be part of the District’s work plan in 2021. For example, 
leveraged conservation project funding in 2018 was used to eradicate hundreds of highly 
invasive European alder saplings and mature trees from a wetland restoration site in the 
Bronx River Parkway Reservation in Greenburgh. A relatively modest amount of additional 
saplings and invasive common reeds were detected in 2019, prompting further eradication 
in late 2019 and 2020. The District manager will continue to monitor the site in 2021. 
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The District will use its 2021 state conservation project funding to install a variety of 
riparian buffers types along a section of Tibbetts Brook in Westchester County-owned 
Tibbetts Brook Park in Yonkers. This model project will showcase some of the 
recommended types of buffers residential and commercial property owners can employ on 
their properties. These will include an herbaceous buffer of native graminoids (grasses, 
sedges and rushes), an herbaceous buffer of native forbs (non-graminoids), an herbaceous 
and woody (shrubs only) buffer, and a woody buffer containing shrubs and trees. The 
District will work with the county Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation to 
implement the project. The District may have to augment conservation project funding 
with additional state funding it will receive if a contractor is needed to grade the site and 
assist in other site preparation and planting. Interpretive signs, which may be produced by 
the county sign shop, will be installed at each buffer type to describe its composition, 
benefits and maintenance requirements. This section of the brook is publicly visible and 
accessible. The project must be completed by the end of December 2021. 
  

PLANNING AND ANALYSES 
 

1. Watershed Management Plan for Stephenson Brook, Burling Brook, Pine 

Brook and Larchmont Harbor: A grant application seeking $100,000 in funding from 

the federal Long Island Sound Futures Fund was awarded in 2019. It will result in a new 

watershed management plan for Pine, Stephenson and Burling brooks and Larchmont 

Harbor. A previous plan for the same watersheds was completed in 1997 and that plan will 

be updated to address relatively new criteria recommended by the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency. The new watershed management plan’s development began in 

September 2020 and will be completed by the end of the December 2021. 

 

The District and Westchester County’s Planning Department partnered with the New 
England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission (NEIWPCC) to develop the grant 

application. And the three agencies will work together and with a consultant to develop the 

updated plan. The District provided a $25,000 cash match and the Planning Department is 

providing a $42,000 in-kind services match for the grant. The new plan will be crafted so 

as to align with the EPA’s recommended nine-element (9E) watershed plan framework. 

The 9E plan will coordinate and guide planning and watershed protection activities in 

municipalities within the watershed study area (Larchmont, Mamaroneck Town and 

Village, New Rochelle, Pelham, and Pelham Manor) to help them remove pollutants from 

stormwater runoff and improve the Sound’s water quality.  

 

The WAC 9E watershed management plan include these elements (summarized): 
 

 Identify and quantify pollution sources; 

 Identify water quality target and pollutant reductions needed; 

 Identify best management practices to help achieve reductions; 
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 Describe the financial and technical assistance needed to implement best 
management practices (BMPs);  

 Describe stakeholder outreach, how their input was incorporated, and their role to 
implement plan; 

 Estimated schedule to implement BMPs; 

 Describe milestones and estimated time frames for implementation of BMPs; 

 Identify criteria to assess water quality improvement as the plan is implemented; 

 Describe the monitoring plan that will collect water quality data to measure water 
quality improvement. 

 

2. Watershed Management Plan for the Hutchinson River: A grant application 

seeking $200,000 in funding from the federal Long Island Sound Futures Fund was 

awarded in late 2020 and will result in a new watershed management plan for the 

Hutchinson River in Westchester County. The plan will be formulated to comply with 

relatively new criteria recommended by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Work 

on the watershed management plan will begin in the spring 2021. 
 

The District and Westchester County’s Planning Department partnered with Save the 

Sound to develop the grant application and the three entities will work together, and with a 

consultant, to develop the plan. The District will provide a $25,000 cash match and Save 

the Sound will provide a $50,000 in-kind services match for the grant. The new plan will 

be crafted so as to align with the EPA’s recommended nine-element (9E) watershed plan 

framework. The 9E plan will coordinate and guide planning and watershed protection 

activities in municipalities within the subject watershed (Eastchester, Mount Vernon, New 

Rochelle, Pelham, Pelham Manor and Scarsdale) to help them remove pollutants from 

stormwater runoff and improve the Sound’s water quality.  

 

The WAC 9E watershed management plan include these elements (summarized): 
 

 Identify and quantify pollution sources; 

 Identify water quality target and pollutant reductions needed; 

 Identify best management practices to help achieve reductions; 

 Describe the financial and technical assistance needed to implement best 
management practices (BMPs);  

 Describe stakeholder outreach, how their input was incorporated, and their role to 
implement plan; 

 Estimated schedule to implement BMPs; 

 Describe milestones and estimated time frames for implementation of BMPs; 

 Identify criteria to assess water quality improvement as the plan is implemented; 

 Describe the monitoring plan that will collect water quality data to measure water 
quality improvement. 

 

 
 

Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant



 
Westchester County Soil and Water Conservation District • Westchester County Department of Planning 

148 Martine Avenue •Room 432• White Plains, NY 10601 • (914) 995-4423 • (914) 995-3780 Fax 

Website: www.westchestergov.com/soilwater 

 

9   

 
 

EDUCATION 
 

Professional Development and Public Educational Workshops 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all three of the District’s proposed 2020 workshops had to be 
postponed to 2021. And due to the uncertainty surrounding the outcome of the pandemic in 2021, 
at least one but possibly all of the workshops might have to be switched from an in-person format 
to a webinar format in 2021. The District will be flexible and decide how to proceed in early 2021. 
 
Two workshops will focus on “green infrastructure” as it relates to stormwater management and 
ecological restoration in the face of climate change. One of these workshops will focus on coastal 
areas; the other will focus on inland areas. The “coastal” workshop will be held in June 2021 and 
the “inland” workshop will be held in December 2021. Due to the time-consuming nature of 
workshop planning, programming and administration coupled with limited staffing available to 
the District, the District sought the services of a professional consultant to develop and 
administer these workshops with assistance from the District manager. The workshops will be 
open to the general public with continuing education credits obtained for professionals. 
 
Per the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Green infrastructure is a cost-effective, 
resilient approach to managing wet weather impacts that provides many community 
benefits. While single-purpose gray stormwater infrastructure—conventional piped 
drainage and water treatment systems—is designed to move urban stormwater away 
from the built environment, green infrastructure reduces and treats stormwater at its 
source while delivering environmental, social, and economic benefits.   
 
The District also will sponsor a third workshop on meadow and grassland restoration for 
properties of all sizes, both privately and publicly owned. Because the District is currently 
engaged in restoring the largest grassland within a 40-mile radius of Croton Point Park (see 
above), a workshop on this topic is timely and will help draw attention to this restorative work. 
The Croton Point Park project will be completed in 2021. The District manager will work with the 
consulting firm that designed and is managing the Croton Point Park project’s construction to 
develop the workshop with a possible field component. The workshop will be open to the general 
public and tailored to non-professionals and professional alike, including homeowners and large 
property owners. The workshop will be in October 2021 at Westchester Community College 
(WCC), depending on the outcome of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Agricultural Education 
 
The District will continue to work with the Watershed Agricultural Council (WAC) to develop 
educational information concerning agriculture’s relationship with soil and water resources and 
conservation practices in Westchester County. It also will partner with WAC, when practicable, to 
promote sound agricultural stewardship on individual farms. WAC‘s East of Hudson Office is  
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based at County-owned Hilltop Hanover Farm in Yorktown.  
 
Forming a partnership to cooperatively address their mutual goal of educating the public about 
soil and water resources is a natural fit for both the District and WAC. The District, therefore, will 
work with WAC in 2021 to develop and execute educational activities and/or projects that will 
benefit the agricultural community in Westchester County. 

 
General Public Education and Outreach 
 
Planning Department staff, on behalf of the District, will assist the following other educational 
activities in 2021: 
 

1. Develop Educational Signs for Croton Point Park: The District will use part of its 
state funding to develop a comprehensive educational plan with recommendations focused 
on the installation of interpretive (informational) signs and kiosks at Westchester County-
owned Croton Point Park. The park sits on the largest peninsula in the Hudson River. The 
project also will include the development and design of up to eight signs and two kiosks 
that will serve as models for the plan’s long-term implementation as well as the design and 
installation of other interpretive signs at County-owned parks along the Hudson River. The 
District has hired The Watershed Company of Kirkland , Washington to develop the plan 
and design the signs and kiosks. The plan will be completed and the signs and kiosks will 
be designed and installed in 2021. 
  
The plan, signs and kiosks, including their graphics, will be developed and designed by The 
Watershed Company in consultation with County staff. A sign manufacturer will then 
transform the designs into mounted signboards on posts as well as kiosks. Similar signs 
have been installed at other County-owned sites, including stormwater management 
projects in the Bronx River Parkway Reservation, Lasdon Park and Arboretum and Saxon 
Woods Golf Course. The 18-inch by 24-inch signs and larger kiosks will be similar to those 
developed by the National Park Service and typically seen at national parks. 

 

  The interpretive signs and kiosks will educate the public about the types, benefits of and 
threats to natural resources along the Hudson River, especially fish and wildlife. They will 
inform the public about what it can do to protect these resources and incorporate some of 
the peninsula’s rich human history as it relates to natural resources. They also will educate 
the public about stormwater management practices that both improve water quality and 
reduce stormwater runoff to reduce the impacts from flooding.  The signs and kiosks also 
may describe restorative techniques for natural resources, such as wetlands and grassland. 

 
2. 2021 Hudson Valley Regional Envirothon and New York State Envirothon:   

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 Hudson Valley Regional Envirothon had to be 
cancelled. For the same reason, the 2020 New York State Envirothon was re-formatted 
from an in-person event to a “virtual,” computer-based event. The Hudson Valley Regional 
Envirothon was to have been held for the first time in Westchester County in 2021 at  
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Mountain Lakes Camp in North Salem. But due to the uncertainty posed by the pandemic 
for school-related events, the 2021 regional event will likely become a “virtual,” computer-
based event, too, and likely in early May. The New York State Envirothon is usually held in 
mid-May at Hobart and William Smith Colleges in Geneva. 
 
In light of the above, the District will work with Westchester County high school teachers 
to discuss alternatives to the typical Hudson Valley Regional Envirothon. Consideration 
might be given to holding a competition just for Westchester County teams, the winner of 
which would represent Westchester in the 2021 New York State Envirothon. 
 
The District had in the past reached out to Westchester County school district 
superintendents, high school principals, and teachers who previously mentored 
Envirothon teams advising them of upcoming Hudson Valley Regional Envirothons. This 
effort had limited success. So the District developed an email list of public and private high 
school science department chairs and reached out to them as well as superintendents, 
principals and teachers. This approach might yield greater participation in the event, 
though it has not yet been tested due to the pandemic.  
 
The following counties participate in the regional Envirothon: Columbia, Delaware, 
Dutchess, Greene, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester. The seven 
participating conservation districts and a small number of individual donors provide 
financial support for the regional event. For the past decade, Westchester County has had 
more high school teams competing in the regional Envirothon than any other county in the 
Hudson River valley. Nearly 50 high school students from Westchester County participated 
in 2019.  

 
 

3. Westchester County Soil and Water Conservation District Webpage and 
Facebook Page: The District’s webpage is accessible via the County of Westchester 
website. The District’s webpage offers visitors a substantial amount of information, 
through links to various county, state, federal and other publications related to soil and 
water conservation and management.  

The District’s webpage address can be accessed from the following websites: 

  

 www.westchestergov.com/soilwater 

 www.planning.westchestergov.com/soil-and-water-conservation 
   

  The District’s Facebook page address is: 
 

 www.facebook.com/westchesterswcd 
 

The webpage and Facebook page will continue to be updated to expand or refresh the 
information they contain. 
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4. Provide Technical Information to the Public and Municipal and County Staffs 
on Soil and Water Conservation Issues: Planning Department staff, on behalf of the 
District, will continue to assist county residents and others, including municipal 
representatives, with soil and water conservation, natural resources and stormwater 
management, and general environmental issues. This assistance includes the 
dissemination of mapping, publications, guidance documents and other information 
obtained from County, state and federal sources, including soil surveys, model ordinances 
and environmental educational materials. 

 

Much of this information is digitally available through the District’s webpage at: 
 

 www.westchestergov.com/soilwater 

 www.planning.westchestergov.com/soil-and-water-conservation 
 
and other County webpages, such as: 
 

 www.westchestergov.com/restoraton 
 www.planning.westchestergov.com/environment/flooding  
 www.planning.westchestergov.com/environment/water-quality. 

 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 
Agricultural Protection 
 

The District has long been concerned about the needs of the agricultural community and the 
declining amount of agricultural land in Westchester County. The District will continue to support 
projects and programs that encourage agricultural viability in the County and which complement 
the Westchester County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan, whose implementation is a 
charge of the Westchester County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board. 
 

1. Soil Group Worksheets: The Planning Department, on behalf of the District, will 
continue to offer assistance to residents seeking tax relief for agricultural lands by  
completing soil identification forms for agricultural parcels. The form, called a “soil group 
worksheet,” is required by municipal tax assessors from landowners applying for reduced 
property taxes under municipal agricultural tax assessments, which allows qualifying 
farmland to be taxed at an agricultural value rather than a market (non-agricultural 
development) value. The form must be completed by the District. The Planning 
Department, whose staff completes the form on behalf of the District, uses the County’s 
Geographic Information System (GIS) and the USDA-Natural Resource Conservation 
Service’s Soil Survey for Putnam and Westchester Counties, NY to identify and 
characterize soil types on selected parcels. 

 
2. New York State Grown and Certified Program: The New York State Grown and 

Certified program identifies and promotes producers who adhere to the state’s food safety 
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and environmental sustainability programs. The program makes it easier for consumers to 
identify local, safely-handled, and environmentally responsible agricultural products. This 
voluntary program is a cooperative effort among producers, processors, wholesalers, 
retailers, restaurants, and the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets to 
meet consumer demand for high-quality food and agricultural products. Qualifying 
participants can display a label clearly denoting that their products meet the quality 
standards of the state’s Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) program and food 
safety programs, such as the federal Department of Agriculture’s Good Agricultural 
Practices (GAP) program. Soil and water conservation districts must be involved in the  
certification process due to the requirements of the AEM program. 

 
The District no longer participates in the AEM program, but it is willing to work with any 
participating district from another county who is willing and able to inspect Westchester 
County farms to verify that they meet AEM program standards. However, over the past few 
years since the program began, no Westchester County farms have expressed a desire to 
participate in the Grown and Certified program 

 

Regional Programs 
 

The District will continue to participate in the following regional efforts that support and 
complement the goals and objectives of the District in 2021: 
 

1. Watershed Agricultural Council (WAC): As mentioned several times above, the 
District and WAC have a long-established and active partnership that will continue in 
2021. According to WAC, its mission is “to promote the economic viability of agriculture 
and forestry, the protection of water quality, and the conservation of working landscapes 
through strong local leadership and sustainable public-private partnerships.” Its mission, 
therefore, is closely aligned with that of the District. This collaboration is strengthened by 
reciprocal participation by a District representative on WAC’s East of Hudson Agricultural 
Program Committee and by WAC representatives on the District’s Board of Directors.  
 

2. Lower Hudson Coalition of Conservation Districts (LHCCD): The District will 
continue to participate in the LHCCD, which is comprised of soil and water conservation 
districts from Albany, Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Ulster and 
Westchester counties and New York City. The LHCCD was formed under a Memorandum 
of Agreement signed by member districts to promote and facilitate regional projects in the 
Hudson River valley. Under the LHCCD’s mission, participating districts work together to 
preserve, protect and enhance the natural resources of the Hudson River estuary and its 
watershed, particularly to improve water quality. It focuses on: 
 

 stormwater management and green infrastructure implementation 

 stormwater education for professionals 

 small acreage farm conservation 

 water resources management and watershed planning 
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The LHCCD is administered by a part-time coordinator who assists member districts, 
develops programming for an annual stormwater management conference, and applies for 
grants to support the LHCCD mission. 
 

 
The 2021 Annual Plan of the Westchester County Soil and Water 

Conservation District was unanimously approved by the District’s 
Board of Directors on October 16, 2020. 
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