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Charles Point Park, Peekskill

Glenview Mansion at The
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Proposed Sleepy Hollow Landing Park

Regional Overview of Resources,
Development and Redevelopment
Opportunities
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COMMUNITIES LINKED BY A RIVER
One of the strongest and oldest links between the HRTW communities is the Hudson River. From the beginning

when Native Americans arrived, the river has played a significant role in the historic, cultural and economic devel-
opment of the region. During the American Revolution, the Hudson River and its communities played a vital role in
solidifying the American colonies. Much of the agrarian and industrial development in the 18th and 19th centuries
was dictated by proximity to the Hudson River and its resources. Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, the river
inspired important movements in American architecture, literature and its own school of art, the Hudson River School
of Painters. More recently, during the middle part of this century, the Hudson River has been the birthplace of impor-
tant movements in environmental protection and preservation which serve as models for the rest of the country.

Today, this link between Westchester’s Hudson riverfront communities with each other and the river continues to
be strong as witnessed by the formation of Historic River Towns in 1994. A new era has begun in which the Hudson
River promises to play once again a pivotal role in the social and economic development of the region. As interest in
the Hudson River increases, so too does the bond between the shorefront communities. This link among the HRTW
communities is being solidified for the future by important initiatives such as the NYS Hudson River Greenway, the
1996 adoption of the Hudson River Estuary Management Plan (NYSDEC) and the 1996 recognition by Congress of
the Hudson River Valley as a National Heritage Area and the potential designation this year of the Hudson River as
an American Heritage River. The association with the Hudson River provides the HRTW communities with a unique
regional identity not shared by inland municipalities. Together the communities comprise an important subregion of
the County recognized throughout the Hudson River Valley.

INTRODUCTION
The Historic River Towns Waterfront Analysis focuses on the communities along the 49 miles of Hudson river-

front in Westchester County. This compendium about Westchester’s Hudson River shore provides a regional
overview of waterfront resources, examines future development and redevelopment opportunities, and offers a
regional vision and possible solutions to critical planning issues facing the waterfront.

Work on the Westchester Hudson Riverfront Analysis has been undertaken by the County of Westchester
Department of Planning at the request of Historic River Towns of Westchester (HRTW). The members of HRTW
include from north to south: the City of Peekskill; the Town of Cortlandt; the Village of Croton-on-Hudson; the
Town and Village of Ossining; the Villages of Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown, Irvington, Dobbs Ferry and Hastings-on-
Hudson; the City of Yonkers; and Historic Hudson Valley, a non-profit organization that operates historic sites in
Westchester. HRTW’s interest in studying waterfront resources and future opportunities is important to the com-
munities’ overall objective of strengthening tourism and economic development activities which are compatible
with the natural environment of the region.

Philipsburg Manor, Sleepy Hollow Samuel Colman, Looking North from Ossining NY (1867)
The Hudson River Museum
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Working closely with Historic River Towns of Westchester, the County Department of
Planning completed a Regional Overview of Tourism and Economic Development
Resources for HRTW in April 1997. This work was essential to the County’s objective of
preparing a Tourism and Economic Development Plan for HRTW which will serve as a sub-
regional plan for Patterns for Westchester, the County’s long range planning policy guide,
and a Compact Plan for Greenway. A study of the waterfront is important to the HRTW
Tourism and Economic Development Plan because the Hudson River and shore were iden-
tified to be one of the region’s most important resources. Community consensus about
waterfront resources, and agreement on future development and redevelopment opportuni-
ties is key to the preparation of a long-range strategic plan for the HRTW region.

Following through on the successful format uti-
lized in Stage I of the HRTW planning process, a
series of “community conversations” were con-
vened in early May 1998 which brought together
representatives from neighboring communities to
share ideas about the future waterfront. The major objective of these meetings was to foster
a regional vision for the HRTW waterfront, and mutually discover regional opportunities for
cooperation and coordination. The ideas presented in this waterfront compendium reflect
input from these workshop meetings.

A second important accomplishment in Stage II is the convening of the Second Annual
Planning Conference of Historic River Towns of Westchester. With the assistance of the
Ginsburg Development Corp., along with Citibank and Greenway, a full day conference will
be held to explore how HRTW communities can reclaim their waterfront and make change
happen.

WHY A STUDY OF THE WATERFRONT IS IMPORTANT TO THE
HRTW TOURISM AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The County of Westchester’s next step with HRTW includes working with the NYS
Hudson River Valley Greenway on the development of a regional economic develop-
ment strategy which will serve as a template for other subregional Hudson Valley
Compact Plans. This Compact Plan will be designed to promote tourism as the pri-
mary mechanism for economic development while incorporating natural, cultural and
historic resource protection and increasing Hudson River access opportunities.
Community input during the preparation of this Greenway Strategy Compact Plan is
essential if the plan is to reflect community views and aspirations.

Historic River Towns of Westchester’s next priority for the Department of Planning
is to undertake a detailed analysis of HRTW downtowns. This study will examine the
existing retail/commercial mix, opportunities for new businesses, housing availability,
parking and transportation issues, signage and streetscape improvements.

Other important next steps together include work on a regional signage study, the
completion of the HRTW marketing video, an investigation of trailway connections
and the convening of a traffic calming workshop focusing on the Route 9 corridor.

AN UPDATE ON THE PLANNING PROCESS: WHAT WE DID IN STAGE II

OUR NEXT STEPS TOGETHER

Regional Overview of
Tourism and Economic Resources

TOURISM AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Westchester County Planning Department
April 1997

Downtown, Ossining Village

Lyndhurst, Tarrytown

HRTW Trolley

Yonkers City Pier

See page 2
for details about

HRTW Conference
on May 9, 1997
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The Hudson River waterfront is important to HRTW communities and the region for a number of reasons. The water-
front is part of the Hudson River Estuary - one of New York’s outstanding natural resources with critical ecological sig-
nificance. The waterfront is a source of recreational and educational activities and is key to the realization of trans-
portation links. The waterfront also represents future opportunities for community revitalization, economic development
and tourism.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HUDSON RIVER WATERFRONT

HISTORIC RIVER TOWNS OF WESTCHESTER

Croton-on-Hudson, Mayor Robert W. Elliott, Chairman
Cortlandt, Supervisor Linda D. Puglisi
Dobbs Ferry, Mayor Charles Lester

Hastings-on-Hudson, Mayor Wm. Lee Kinnally, Jr.
Irvington, Mayor Dennis Flood

Ossining Village, Mayor Thomas Cambariere
Ossining Town, Supervisor John V. Chervokas

Peekskill, Mayor Frances S. Gibbs
Sleepy Hollow, Mayor Sean Treacy

Tarrytown, Mayor Eileen Pilla
Yonkers, Mayor John Spencer

and Historic Hudson Valley

Nancy Gold, Project Director

HRTW gratefully acknowledges support from Westchester County, Citibank Corp.,
Ginsburg Development Corp. and the Hudson River Valley Greenway.

WESTCHESTER COUNTY EXECUTIVE
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Gerard E. Mulligan, AICP, Deputy Commissioner
Edward Buroughs, AICP, Assistant Commissioner
Diana M. Saltel, AICP, Planner, Project Manager

Paul Gisondo, Associate Planner 
Michael S. Selig, Program Specialist
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Recreation
For many people, the waterfront is important
because it is the source of a variety of recre-
ational activities. Both active and passive
recreation can be enjoyed along the water’s
edge. Boating, canoeing, kayaking, fishing,
swimming, camping, tennis, ball playing,
cycling and hiking are all possible along
Westchester’s Hudson Riverfront, along with
passive relaxation, picnicking and thoughtful
contemplation.

Environmental Education
The Hudson River waterfront offers environ-
mental enthusiasts with an endless supply of
resources to study and interpret. The recent
restoration of the Hudson River has resulted
in a return of many aquatic resources such as
sturgeon, stripped bass, shad, eels and blue
crabs. Understanding the river’s natural habi-
tat and its ecosystem is essential to maintain
the Hudson River estuary as one of the coun-
try’s premier natural resources.

Transportation
The HRTW waterfront plays a significant role
in determining the extent the Hudson River
can function as transportation corridor in
Westchester. With increasing pressures on
existing road networks and parking concerns,
alternative forms of moving people and goods
need to be found. Whether for recreation or
commutation, the Hudson River has the
potential to fulfill a key corridor function in
the county.

Community Revitalization
A number of HRTW municipalities are look-
ing to their waterfronts as a stimulus for com-
munity revitalization. Through the creation of
new special places, many communities are
striving to enhance local vitality and the com-
munity’s sense and pride of place. In some
municipalities, the planning of these new spe-
cial places has become as important as new
development in bringing residents together.

Economic Development 
The Hudson River waterfront continues to be
important to HRTW communities for eco-
nomic development. The waterfront is home
to industries which are dependent on the river
for their business operations. It is also where
significant development and redevelopment
opportunities exist. When realized, these new
developments will have a substantial impact
on the local and regional economy.

Tourism
A key destination of visitors to the HRTW
region is the Hudson River waterfront.
Together the rich history, abundance of
resources and diverse range of activities are
significant attractions to tourists. The extent
of public access to the waterfront is important
to future water-borne tourism activity in the
HRTW region.

New Restaurant,
Hastings-on-Hudson

Relaxing Near the River,
George’s Island County Park,
Cortlandt
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

THE BENEFITS OF A COMPREHENSIVE AND
COORDINATED APPROACH

The best strategy for HRTW to reconcile the
above issues is to continue to follow through
with bottom-up regionally focused planning
efforts. Numerous opportunities exist for
HRTW to work with the County of
Westchester, Hudson River Valley Greenway
and other important agencies such as Scenic
Hudson, NYS Departments of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) and State (DOS), Empire
State Development Corporation, Metro-North
Railroad, the Open Space Institute, the Hudson
Riverkeeper, private developers and communi-
ty businesses. By working together with each
other and with other agencies, the HRTW com-
munities will be better equipped to plan for the
future waterfront.

Historic River Towns of Westchester is very familiar with the benefits of a com-
prehensive and coordinated approach to tourism and economic development. The
HRTW seasonal calendar of events and web site have resulted in positive impacts
for the member communities.

A comprehensive and coordinated approach is also important to the waterfront.
This is especially true with respect to the environmental protection of the Hudson
River. There must be community appreciation of the fact that what happens along
one section of the HRTW waterfront will impact the rest of the Hudson River.
Significant benefits can also be realized by the communities working cooperative-
ly on a variety of waterfront projects such as planning studies, grant applications or
waterfront festivals. Community awareness about current initiatives is also benefi-
cial to ensure that waterfront projects do not unnecessarily negatively impact or
compete with each other, but are planned to be complementary and reinforcing.

There a number of critical planning issues which are important for the HRTW communities to consider as they
plan for their future. Many of these issues were identified during the first stage of the HRTW planning process.
The major planning challenges for the future HRTW waterfront include balancing the following factors:

Development vs. Preservation
Environmental Protection vs. River and Waterfront Activities

Promotion of the River vs. Pollution and Overcrowding
Creating a Special Place vs. Economic Development

Redevelopment vs. Community Stability
Public vs. Private Access

Visitor Needs vs. Local Resident Needs
Regional Identity vs. Local Interests
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The County of Westchester encompasses 49 miles of
shoreline of the 315 mile long Hudson River. Public
parks currently comprise 13 miles of the
shore, the largest single use of
Westchester’s waterfront. Unfortunately,
almost the same number of riverfront
miles (12) are blocked by railroad tracks.
A significant portion of Westchester’s
waterfront (9 miles) is presently unde-
veloped; over half (4.7 miles) is located
within Cortlandt. Current and former
industrial uses account for 7 miles of the
waterfront. Three miles of the shore consists of institu-
tional uses. Residential lands account for 2.5 miles.  A lit-
tle over 1 mile of shoreline is private recreation.
Commercial uses, interior water and offices each account
for less than 1 mile of the waterfront.

The town of Cortlandt enjoys the largest number of
shoreline miles in Westchester- almost 11 miles of water-

front. Next are Croton (9 miles),
Yonkers (5.3 miles) and the Village of
Ossining (4.8 miles). Croton is fortu-
nate to have more shoreline (6 miles)
devoted to parkland than any other
community. Hastings has the smallest
amount (less than 0.1 miles) of water-
front parkland. Two miles of Yonkers’
waterfront is taken up by industrial
uses, more than any other community.

The Village of Ossining has the largest amount of water-
front devoted to transportation related uses- 2.5 miles is
made inaccessible to the public by railroad tracks.
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A variety of sites on the waterfront are key destinations
to local residents and tourists. Access to these destina-
tions is either free public, municipal resident only, paid
public or restricted private access. Yonkers offers the
most diverse range of sites: the recently restored Yonkers
Recreational Pier, the Beczak Environmental Center,
the Hudson River Museum and JFK Memorial Marina.
Local residents in Hastings, Dobbs Ferry
and Irvington can access the waterfront
by visiting their village parks. Visitors to
these communities can view the Hudson
River from one of the restaurants which
operate near the shore. A number of key
tourist destinations are located along
Tarrytown’s waterfront, including
Sunnyside and Lyndhurst. Waterfront restaurants are
part of the boat clubs in Tarrytown. The Villages’s
Pierson Park has undergone recent improvements and
offers a range of activities.

The County’s Kingsland Point Park located in Sleepy
Hollow is one of the region’s most popular waterfront
destinations. Together with the historic Tarrytown
Lighthouse, this site is a favorite spot for picnickers,
nature enthusiasts and those seeking passive amenities.

Key destinations to residents of Ossining include Sparta
and Louis Engel Parks, in addition to Crawbuckie
Nature Preserve which is open to non- residents. The
County’s Croton Point Park is another major regional
destination. The park provides a host of active and pas-
sive recreational activities, including camping and a
swimming beach. Croton residents can also access the

river from Senasqua Park where boat
rentals and lessons are available from
the Croton Sailing School. Many
tourists to the region gain access to the
river by visiting the County’s George’s
Island or Oscawana Parks. A key
waterfront destination and fishing spot
for Verplanck area residents is the town’s

recently restored Steamboat Dock and Waterfront Park.
Peekskill provides visitors with two key destinations:
Charles Point Park, which includes China Pier, and
Riverfront Green Park. Both municipally owned parks
are open to non-residents and have recently been upgrad-
ed. The most northern waterfront destinations in
Westchester are Monteverde Restaurant and the Bear
Mountain Bridge Overlook in Cortlandt which offer
spectacular views of the Hudson River Valley.

LAND USE

RESOURCES

KEY WATERFRONT DESTINATIONS

Croton Point County Park, Croton
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Numerous opportunities exist along the HRTW water-
front to access the Hudson River for boating. A signifi-
cant portion of this access is, however, restricted to pri-
vate boat clubs or marinas. A total of 13
private clubs operate along the 11-com-
munity HRTW waterfront and offer
access to the river for members only. In
some communities, private boat clubs are
situated on municipally owned lands and
are required to permit public access. Both
boat clubs in Tarrytown provide public
access, along with private clubs in Croton
and Peekskill.

Key public boat launch sites in HRTW
include: JFK Marina in Yonkers,
Kingsland County Park in Sleepy
Hollow, Croton Point County Park in Croton, George’s
Island County Park in Cortlandt, and Riverfront Green
Park in Peekskill. Local residents can launch small crafts
such as canoes and kayaks from a number of municipal

sites including: Waterfront Park in Dobbs Ferry; Bridge
Street Launch Site in Irvington; Louis Engel Park in
Ossining; and Senasqua Park in Croton. Access to these

sites is generally intended for residents
only. Hastings is the only HRTW commu-
nity which currently does not have any
public river access for boaters along its
waterfront.

With over 20 public and private docks,
marinas and/or boat clubs in HRTW it is
very surprising to discover that there are
only three pumpout stations to service the
region. Pumpout facilities can be
accessed at Tarrytown Marina, Peekskill
Yacht Club and Charles Point Marina.
Westchester is significantly under-served

compared to the rest of the Hudson River shore for
pumpout stations. In order to reduce the threat of pollu-
tion, additional new pumpout facilities are needed in
Westchester, particularly in the southern part of HRTW.

Ferry service along the Hudson River in HRTW is cur-
rently a very underutilized activity. Only a few ferry
boats presently service the area for recreation. The most
developed is New York Waterway which operates a sea-
sonal service for tourists from New York City to  historic
sites in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow. Tarrytown also
offers a water-taxi service which ferries passengers back
and forth to Nyack. The Commander operates service
from Peekskill to Haverstraw during the summer season.
Regrettably, the ferry service from Peekskill to West
Point and Bear Mountain was terminated at the start of
the 1998 tourism season.

A new commuter ferry service will be inaugurated in
fall 1998 between Ossining and Haverstraw. A similar
commuter service has been under investigation for a
number of years between Tarrytown and Nyack. Direct
commuter ferry service is being considered between
Yonkers and Manhattan.

Encouraging more river transportation should be a
future objective for HRTW. Expanded modes of travel
are important for both tourism and local economic devel-
opment. Potential ferry stops which currently do not
service any ferry routes include: Yonkers Recreational
Pier, the former River Rose dock in Ossining, Steamboat
Dock in Cortlandt and China Pier in Peekskill.

FERRY ROUTES AND STOPS

BOAT LAUNCHES AND MARINAS

George’s Island County Park, Cortlandt
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The most significant challenge to public
enjoyment of the waterfront and future devel-
opment or redevelopment options is access to
the riverfront. Throughout the HRTW region,
access is restricted or completely severed by
the railroad tracks or dramatic topographical
changes at the river’s edge. Finding new
access opportunities should be a priority for
each HRTW community, including working
with Metro-North on planning new needed
pedestrian and vehicular bridges.

Linkages along the waterfront should also
be enhanced whenever feasible. Peekskill and
Croton have both made considerable efforts to
link their current and future waterfront sites by trails and
esplanades. Almost all of the new waterfront develop-

ment or redevelopment activity in HRTW
proposes a riverfront esplanade. The opportu-
nity to create a functionally linked regional
waterfront is an important consideration for
all HRTW communities. Whenever possible,
these linkages should be built with regard for
the preservation of the natural shoreline.

Another significant linkage is between the
waterfront and the HRTW downtowns.
Strengthening this link by improved access,
signage, streetscape improvements and joint
programs and promotion is important to
tourism and economic development activity.
Peekskill is currently encouraging artist

live/work loft housing between their waterfront and
downtown in an attempt to promote both areas.

ACCESS AND LINKAGES

Steamboat Waterfront Park,
Cortlandt
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Hudson Park at Yonkers
4 Acre Municipal Development Site
Proposed: 240 Housing Units, Retail, Office
County Funding for Esplanade, Bulkhead 

Harvest-On-Hudson Restaurant, Hastings
New 200 Seat Tuscany-Style Restaurant

The Landing, Dobbs Ferry
45 Acre Private Development Site
Proposed: 104 Townhouses in 36 Buildings

Irvington Waterfront Park
12 Acre Site Co-owned by Scenic Hudson and the Village
Proposed New Park: Esplanade, Ball Fields, Passive Amenities
CDBG County Funding for Adaptive Re-Use of Senior’s Center
First State Designated Brownfield Site

Sleepy Hollow Landing Park
9 Acre Municipal Site
Proposed New Park: Launch Ramp, Concession Building
CDBG County Funding for Esplanade, Landscaping, Benches

General Motors Redevelopment Site, Sleepy Hollow
96 Acre Private Redevelopment Site
Proposed: 1,900 Housing Units, Office, Hotel, Retail, Civic Space,
Marina, Esplanade

Harbor Square, Ossining
4.5 Acre Municipal Site
Potential: Restaurants, Park, Marina, Offices, Residential
CDBG County Funding for Esplanade, Pier Under Construction

Croton Bay Boat Launch
Proposed NewPark: 1 Acre Municipal Site

Newman Property, Cortlandt
3 Acre Municipal Site
Proposed Extension of Steamboat Park
CDBG County Funding for Broadway Overlook

Travis Cove, Peekskill
Proposed Marina, Floating Dock, Overlooks
Potential Link to Riverfront Green Park by Sculptor Walk
Potential Link to Charles Point Park by New Bulkhead

CURRENT AND PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

OPPORTUNITIES

A significant amount of the current HRTW development activity is focused along the Hudson River waterfront.
Almost every community is experiencing the construction of a new project or is in the planning process of shaping
a new proposal. Many of these projects propose to transform undeveloped or former industrial sites to new water-
front parks, residential communities or mixed use developments. Several have advanced with the help of the
County’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. Together these projects promise to change the face
of the HRTW Hudson River waterfront.

Hudson Park at Yonkers, Collins Enterprises Rendering

Harbor Square, Ossining

Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant



Much of the current Hudson River shore development
activity is being undertaken in accordance with a long-
range plan prepared by the community for the water-
front. These plans are important because they provide a
glimpse of what the future HRTW waterfront could look
like and reveal where the next development and redevel-
opment activities may be.

Three of the HRTW communities have adopted and
four are currently working on Local Waterfront
Revitalization Plans (LWRP). The intent of these New
York State Coastal Management Plans is to guide future
land use decisions and identify environmental, aesthetic
and other factors that need special attention when any
significant change within the community is evaluated.
Sleepy Hollow recently finalized a LWRP (1996) which
proposes zoning changes for the General Motors site and
explores the impact of redevelopment.

Some HRTW communities have prepared plans specif-
ically focused on their future waterfront. The Master
Plan for the Yonkers Waterfront (1997) proposes to
extend the urban fabric of downtown Yonkers to the

waterfront by creating a small-scale, urban community.
The goals of the Peekskill Waterfront Redevelopment
Plan (1989) include linking the Central Business District
to the waterfront and encouraging year round, day and
night time water-related activities. The Town of
Cortlandt completed a Master Plan for the Verplanck
Waterfront (1996) and Croton recently adopted a
Greenway Vision Plan for their waterfront. The long-
range objectives of many of these local waterfront plans
are relevant for other HRTW communities. For example:

Croton Greenway Vision Plan (1997)
Key Objectives

• Balance Open Space Preservation with Econonic
Development

• Enhance Existing Resources
• Expand Opportunities for Water-Related Activities
• Improve Public Access
• Encourage the Development of the Region’s Cultural

Heritage
• Develop a Visually and Environmentally Sensitive

Approach to Development

LOCAL LONG-RANGE PLANNING OBJECTIVES
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The Toll House, Cortlandt
Potential Regional Tourism Center

Martine Property, Cortlandt
27 Acre Waterfront Site
Possible Expansion of Steamboat Park

Former Seprieo Property, Croton
30 Acre Vacant Municipal Site
Potential Restaurant, Small Craft Marina, Museum,
Passive Recreation

Croton Point County Park, Croton
Possible Hudson River Education Center
Potential Wine Cellar Tours

Sing Sing, Ossining
Potential Tourist Site

Waterfront Industrial Site, Tarrytown
22 Acre Potential Redevelopment Site
Recently Rezoned to Mix Use:
Retail, Restaurants, Housing, Theater, Marina, Museum

Bridge Street Properties, Irvington
Potential Adaptive Re-Use of Industrial Buildings to
Specialty Shops

145 Palisade, Dobbs Ferry
2.5 Acre Underutilized Waterfront Parcel
Potential Expansion of Waterfront Park

Anaconda Site, Hastings
30 Acre Former Industrial Site
Zoned: Housing, Retail, Office, Park, Marina

Alexander Street Industrial Area, Yonkers
22 Acre Potential Redevelopment Site
Possible Expansion of Hudson Park at Yonkers

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The Toll House Near Bear Mtn. Bridge, Cortlandt

A variety of potential future development and redevelopment opportunities can be identified along the HRTW
waterfront. These opportunities range from small projects like the possible development of a regional welcome cen-
ter, to potential grand projects such as the redevelopment of a large underutilized site. Whether any of these oppor-
tunities come to fruition and in what form is unknown at this time. Understanding that more change along the water-
front is expected is important to the HRTW communities. Appreciating where this change is most likely to happen
is key to planning for the future of the region. Listed below is a sampling of potential future opportunities.

Anaconda Site, Hastings-on-Hudson
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Making the Waterfront a Special Place 
for the Region

• Celebrate Local & Regional Anniversaries
• Joint Festivals (Tall Ships)
• Interpretive Signage
• More Swimming Beaches
• Floating Concert Series
• Floating the HRTW “Apple”
• Flower Village Campaign
• Grand Openings of New HRTW Parks
• River is “Alive” Promotion
• HRTW Maps and Brochures
• Improve Aesthetics of Access Routes
• More Amenities: Benches, Lights, Picnic Tables

Peekskill, Cortlandt, Croton-on-Hudson, Ossining
Community Workshop, May 6, 1998

Yonkers, Hastings, Dobbs Ferry
Community Workshop, May 7, 1998

REVISITING THE HRTW SIX-PRINCIPLE PLANNING FRAMEWORK
In order to help foster a regional vision for Westchester’s Hudson River waterfront, the six principle planning frame-

work introduced during the 1997 HRTW review of tourism and economic development resources was re-visited. Three
community workshops were convened in May 1998 to explore some of the critical issues facing the HRTW waterfront,
and to mutually discover possible opportunities and solutions.

Increasing Access to the Waterfront
• Historic Rivertowns Trolley
• Renovate Dilapidated Overpasses
• More Water Taxis, Pontoon Boats
• Enhance Linkages
• Plan Multi Use Areas
• Directional Signage

Priorities For New Metro-North Crossings
• Corinthian Boat Club, Yonkers
• New Waterfront Park, Irvington
• Pierson Park, Tarrytown
• Kingsland County Park, Sleepy Hollow
• GM Site, Sleepy Hollow
• Oscawana County Park, Cortlandt
• St. Joseph’s, Peekskill

ANDREW J. SPANO
County Executive
Joyce M. Lannert, AICP
Commissioner of Planning

Westchester County Department of Planning
432 Michaelian Office Building
148 Martine Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601
(914)-285-4400

ACCESS
Preserving Significant Views

• Eliminate Overhead Wires
• Enhance Access to Key Vantage Points
• Develop Scenic Overlooks
• Prepare View-Preservation Ordinances
• Regulate Cell Towers
• Restrict Building Heights

Potential Brownfield Sites
• Former Foundry, Peekskill
• Industrial Waterfront Uses, Cortlandt
• Industrial Waterfront Uses, Ossining
• GM Site, Sleepy Hollow
• Industrial Waterfront Uses, Tarrytown
• Anaconda Site, Hastings
• Alexander Industrial Area, Yonkers

PRESERVATION

REGIONAL IDENTITY
Strengthening Links to Downtown

• Maps, Signage
• Expand Trolley Service/More Buses
• Plan Mixed Use Projects
• Improve Pedestrian Access
• Streetscape Improvements
• Joint Celebrations (Industrial Heritage)

Concerns About the River
• Environmental Pollution (PCBs)
• Noise Pollution
• Over-Use, Overcrowding
• Sewer Lines and Treatment Plants
• Unrestricted Public Access
• Water Quality (Swimming and Fishing)

BALANCE
Creating a Functionally Linked Waterfront

• HRTW Metro-North Pass
• More Pedestrian and Bike Paths
• Fill Missing Trail/Esplanade Links
• Enhance Links to Putnam & NYC
• More Education

Better Communication
Priorities for New Ferry Stops and Routes

• Yonkers - NYC, Peekskill, Alpine NJ
• Tarrytown - Nyack
• Haverstraw - Ossining, Croton
• Peekskill - Haverstraw, West Point, Yonkers
• Connections to Every Train Station

COOPERATION/COORDINATION

Priorities for Development/Redevelopment 
• Alexander Industrial Area, Yonkers
• Anaconda Site, Hastings
• Waterfront Industrial Site, Tarrytown
• GM Site, Sleepy Hollow
• Sing Sing, Ossining
• Indian Point, Buchanan

Priorities for New Boat Launch Sites
• Travis Cove, Peekskill
• Verplanck, Cortlandt
• Croton Bay, Croton
• GM Site, Sleepy Hollow
• MacEachron Park, Hastings
• Beczak Center & Ludlow, Yonkers
• Community Boat Houses, All HRTW Towns

DEVELOPMENT/REDEVELOPMENT

Historic River Towns of Westchester
(914) 271-2238
www.hudsonriver.com
Instant info via RiverFax:

(914) 591-3216 ext. 020
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