Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant

Town of New Casle, New York

CHAPTER 7 RECREATION, OPEN
SPACE AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

7.1 Overview

The Town of New Castle has over 2,700 acres of open space, which
is found in the form of county parks and parkway lands, local parks
and open space, nature preserves, private recreation, state park and
parkway lands and water supply lands. These areas are variably des-
ignated for both active and passive recreation, open or limited ac-
cess, or for resource conservation. New Castle’s parks and open
spaces serve as places of recreation and respite, as community gath-
ering places, centers of learning, and as reflections of its culture and
history.

Publicly owned parks and open space account for 1,760 acres, or
approximately 0.1 acre per resident. The Town is located in a region
that is rich in recreational resources. Neighboring municipalities
provide a variety of both public and private recreational opportuni-
ties. The Town’s central location within the County affords New
Castle residents access to a significant number of County parks, his-
toric sites and nature preserves.

A. Recreational Resources
Public parks provide a large portion of the outdoor recreational re-
sources within the Town of New Castle; however, other opportuni-
ties for outdoor recreation include:

o Trailway routes

e Nature preserves

e Community centers

e Schools

e Golf courses

e Private swim and tennis clubs

B. Open Space

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(NYS DEC) defines open space as, “An area of land or water that
either remains in its natural state or is used for agriculture, free from
intensive development for residential, commercial, industrial or in-
stitutional use. Open space can be publicly or privately owned. It
includes agricultural and forest land, undeveloped coastal and estua-
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Figure 7-1. Major Open Spaces and Recreational Resources

Name Acres Name Acres
Local Parks and Open Space Private Recreation
Amsterdam Park 1L Birchwood Swim Club 30
Burden Preserve 128
Gedney Park 126 Campfire Club of America* 151
Glazer Arboretum 69 Chappaqua Swim and Tennis Club 11
LO_IS Place Park 3 Girl Scout Reservation* 71
MIHWO(,)d Pa'rk 6 Mount Kisco Country Club* 61
§oreaon Fleld 2 [Seven Bridges Field Club 6
Sunny Ridge Preserve 22 Twin Oaks Swim and Tennis Club 35
Turner Swamp Sanctuary 35 Whippoorwill Club* 73
Warburg Park 78 Willowbrook Swim Club 16
Whippoorwill Park 209
Institutional and Public Assembly
County Parks and Parkway Lands Catholic Foreign Missions* 41
Br1arcl1ffl?eeksk111 Trailway* 124 Douglas Grafflin Elementary School 12
Hudson Hills Golf Course 150 First Congrogational Church 3
Merestead™ 9 -
North County Trailway* 27 Horace Greeley High School 49
Wampus Pond Park* 25 Legion of Christ 97
Maryknoll* 46
State Parks and Parkway Lands Roaring Brook Elementary School 26
Old Croton Aqueduct State Park™ 1 Robert E. Bell Middle School 12
Saw Mill River Parkway Right-of-Way* 297 Seven Bridges Middle School 41
Taconic State Parkway Right-of-Way* 182 Sunshine Children's Home 33
Temple Beth El 6
Nature P reserves Themian Charitable Center 16
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 19 Town of Ossining- Benevolent
Cameron Murtfeldt Audobon Sanctuary 7 Association™ 13
Choate Preserve 25 Wagon Road Camp 52
Haas Audobon Sanctuary 14 Westorchard Elementary School 52
Marsh Memorial Sanctuary* 34 Yeshiva Farm Settlement School 258
Meyer Preserve™ 13
Pinecliff Audobon Sanctuary 15 Cemeteries
Pruyn Audobon Sanctuary 92
Teatown Lake Reservation* 39 Fair Ridge Cemetery 12

* Portion of property located in the Town of New Castle
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rine lands, undeveloped scenic lands, public parks and preserves. It
also includes waterbodies such as lakes and bays. The definition of
open space depends on the context. In a big city, a vacant lot or a
small marsh can be open space. A small park or a narrow corridor
for walking or bicycling is open space, though it may be surrounded
by developed areas. Cultural and historic resources are part of the
heritage of New York State and are often protected along with open
space.” (Source: http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/317.html).

Figure 7-1 Major Open Spaces and Recreational Resources lists
several types of open spaces and recreation facilities in the Town,
including Town, County and State park lands, schools which in-
clude open space and recreational resources, nature preserves and
private facilities such as golf courses, swim clubs and private camp-
grounds and schools. Map 7-1 Parks and Open Spaces also shows
these various open spaces and recreational facilities in the Town.

7.2 Town of New Castle Parks

The Town of New Castle has nine main municipal parks within its

borders. They are:

e  Whippoorwill Park (209 acres) is located at Whippoorwill
Road in the eastern portion of the Town and provides passive
recreation with hiking trails and a pond.

e Gedney Park (126 acres) is located on the intersection of Mill-
wood Road and Granit Road near the hamlet of Millwood. This
facility has picnic areas and shelters, including grills, play-
grounds, sports fields for soccer, lacrosse, baseball and softball,
a pond, trails, ice skating and sledding, and public restrooms.

e Burden Preserve (128 acres) is a protected natural area which
provides residents with hiking trails throughout the property.
The park is located in the eastern portion of Town, near Mount
Kisco and accessed from Sheather Road.

e Sunny Ridge Preserve (82 acres) is located in the western por-
tion of the town and accessed from Croton Dam Road. The park
is predominantly wooded with ample hiking trails and a pond
for passive recreation.

o  Warburg Park (77 acres) is a largely wooded parkland offering
residents ample hiking trails and a pond. The park is located at
Pines Bridge Road, just east of the Taconic State Parkway.
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Map 7-2. Gedney Park
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e Amsterdam Park (11 acres) is a Town-owned large multi-
purpose park located on Hoag Cross Road. It includes a play-
ground, soccer fields, and a restroom.

e Millwood Park (6 acres) is located on Route 100 in the hamlet
of Millwood. It has a picnic shelter, a playground, tennis courts,
baseball / softball fields, and a public restroom.

e Recreation Field (6 acres) is located at 200 South Greeley Ave.
in the hamlet of Chappaqua. It consists of a playground and a
baseball / softball field.
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Town of New Castle
Recreation and Parks
Commission

200 South Greeley Avenue,
Chappaqua, New York
10514

The mission of the New Cas-
tle Recreation and Parks
Commission is to enhance
the quality of life in New
Castle through sports, leisure
and other recreational ex-
periences and to provide a
safe environment that em-
phasizes fun and the joy of
personal development
through participation and
discovery at all ages.

Telephone Numbers:
Office: (914) 238-4771
Parks Dept.: (914) 238-3909
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Smith Park (2 acres) This neighborhood park is located off of
Pineview Road and Crow Hill Road in the Kisco Park neighbor-
hood in the northern part of Town. Facilities include a play-
ground and a small basketball court.

7.3 Town Facilities—Non-Open Space

The following recreational facilities are located in New Castle:

Town of New Castle Community Center — Located at 10
Senter Street in downtown Chappaqua, this important Town fa-
cility has a senior center and offers programs such as fitness,
aerobics and dance classes.

Town of New Castle Art Center — Located on Hardscrabble
Road, in a residential area, about one mile from downtown
Chappaqua. Located next to Turner Swamp Sanctuary, the 0.9
acre site includes a one-story former one room school house
now programmed for community art activities.

Chappaqua Library — The Town is served by the Chappaqua
Library. The Library grew from space in a Coal and Feed Store
on King Street in 1922. In 1930, a new library was opened in
what is now the Community Center. By 1970, it was agreed that
a new and larger building was needed and the community voted
to change from a Free Association Library to a School District
Library which allowed the approval of a bond issue to pay for a
new library. The Grunfeld family donated their property on
South Greeley Avenue for the explicit use of a new library

Figure 7-2. Public Library
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building. The building was designed by Chappaqua resident
Philip M. Chu and opened in December 1978. In 1986, a chil-
dren’s program room was added and in 2006 the front of the li-
brary was expanded. The library collection is now over 134,000
items and offers a large variety of programs for families, chil-
dren and adults. For more information about the library, go to
the library website. (www.chappaqualibrary.org)

7.4 School Facilities

The following schools provide recreational opportunities in New

Castle:

e Horace Greeley High School — Located at 70 Roaring Brook
Road in Chappaqua, the recreational facilities at this 49-acre
property include multiple sports fields for baseball, soccer, soft-
ball, field hockey and lacrosse and an outdoor track.

e Robert E. Bell Middle School — The 11.5-acre campus at 50
Senter Street in Chappaqua includes baseball and soccer fields
and a playground.

e Seven Bridges Middle School — Located at 222 Seven Bridges
Road in Chappaqua, the 41-acre campus includes baseball and
soccer fields and a playground.

e Douglas Grafflin Elementary School — Located at 650 King
Street in Chappaqua, the 12-acre campus includes baseball and
soccer fields, a basketball court and playgrounds.

e Roaring Brook Elementary School — Located at 530 Quaker
Street in Chappaqua, the 26-acre campus includes a baseball
field and playground.

e Westorchard Elementary School — The 52-acre campus is lo- Elfl‘:::e7-3' Hudson Hills Golf
cated at 25 Granite Road in Chappaqua. The school facilities Photos: Westchester County Depart-
include a soccer field and playground. ment of Parks & Recreation

e Yeshiva Farm Settlement School—This private school is lo-
cated on 258 acres along Pinesbridge Road and it serves grades
K-12. Several playgrounds are located on the mostly wooded

property.
7.5 Bicycle Routes/Trailways

A segment of the North County Trailway, a paved multi-use County
path that spans north through the heart of Westchester for 22.1 miles
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to the Putnam County border, traverses through New Castle. A total
0f 26.5 acres of property, owned by New York State and operated
by Westchester County, are in the Town.

The Briarcliff-Peekskill Trailway is a 12-mile linear County Park
running from the Town of Ossining, through New Castle to West-
chester County’s Blue Mountain Reservation in Peekskill. 124 acres
of the park are located in the Town of New Castle. The routes for
the North County Trailway and the Briarcliff-Peekskill Trailway are
shown on the Map 7-1.

7.6 Golf Courses—Public and Private

The following are three golf courses located in New Castle:

e Hudson Hills Golf Course — The 150-acre county-owned fa-
cility contains an 18-hole golf course and clubhouse with out-
buildings complex located along Croton Dam Road. Formerly a
private golf course, the par 71 championship golf course was
refurbished and incorporates stunning vistas of the Hudson
River Valley.

e  Whippoorwill Club — Located along Whippoorwill Road and
partly located in the Town of North Castle in Armonk, this pri-
vate 18-hole golf course facility was first constructed in the
early 1920’°s and expanded upon over the years, including a golf
course, club house, and incorporating residential development
surrounding the course. Approximately 72.5 acres are in New
Castle and the remainder is in the Town of North Castle.

e Mount Kisco Country Club — Located along North Bedford
Road, approximately 61 acres of this privately owned 18-hole

golf facility is in the Town of New Castle, with the remainder in
the Town/Village of Mount Kisco.

7.7 Nature Preserves and Town-Owned Open Spaces

A variety of protected, natural open spaces are located throughout
the Town of New Castle. These are listed in Figure 7-1 Major Open
Spaces and Recreation Resources. These properties are managed by
a variety of non-profit organizations. They are often open to public
for hiking, walking and nature observation. Several of these have
portions of the properties also located in adjacent municipalities,
such as the Teatown Reservation which has several other large
properties in the Towns of Yorktown and Cortlandt.

Two nature preserves are owned by the Town of New Castle. The
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69-acre Glazer Arboretum, accessed from Whippoorwill Road, is
owned by the Town and managed by the New Castle Conservation
Board. The 35-acre Turner Swamp Sanctuary is located on Hard-
scrabble Road in the south part of town, west of Chappaqua and ad-
jacent to the Chappaqua Swim and Tennis Club.

Several large and small open space properties, shown on Map 7-1,
are owned by the Town but are not operated or managed as parks or
nature preserves. These properties are often wooded with many hav-
ing environmentally sensitive features such as steep slopes or wet-
lands.

7.8 Private Swim Clubs, Campgrounds and Institutional Open
Spaces

Several larger private recreation and institutional open spaces are

located throughout the Town and are also listed in Figure 7— 1.

e Five swim and tennis clubs are located in Town. These range in
size from 5.51 acres at the Seven Bridge Field Club to 34.76
acres at the former Twin Oaks Swim and Tennis Club which
was recently sold and is no longer operating as a private club.

e Several camps and campgrounds are located in the Town. They
include the Wagon Road Camp (51.84 acres), the Girl Scout
Reservation (71.35 acres in New Castle) and the Campfire Club
of America (151.33 acres in New Castle).

o In addition to several properties associated with houses of wor-
ship, several larger private institutional properties are located in
the Town, including the Themian Charitable Center property
(15.71 acres), the Sunshine Children’s Home (33.15 acres),
Maryknoll (45.55 acres in New Castle) and the Catholic Foreign
Missions (40.62 acres in New Castle).

7.9 State and County Parks

Wampus Pond County Park is partly located in New Castle; much
of the park and its main entrance is located in North Castle. Much of
Merestead, a County park featuring a former residential estate, is
located in the Town of Bedford; only a very small portion is in New
Castle.

As mentioned above, Hudson Hills Golf Course is a Westchester
County Park. The North County Trailway is owned by New York
State and operated by Westchester County. The Briarcliff-Peekskill
Trailway is also a County Park.
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The two New York State parkways traversing New Castle, the Ta-
conic and Saw Mill River Parkways, also include significant lands
surrounding the roadways. Echo Lake State Park, located within the
lands of the Taconic State Parkway just south of the Millwood ham-
let, is accessed from Saw Mill River Road/Route 100.

The Old Croton Trailway State Park crosses the far western corner
of New Castle as it runs along the Croton River south of the Croton
Dam.

7.10 Undeveloped Land

A large portion of open space remains as undeveloped land in the
Town. The 1,372 acres categorized by the Town as Vacant/
Undeveloped is approximately 9% of the Town’s land area. These
properties vary from privately owned lands that may someday be
developed to Town-owned, non-park properties that are currently
undeveloped and may serve as open space resources.

7.11 National Recreation & Park Association Standards

The following are standards for parks developed by the National
Recreation and Parks Association for potential use as guidelines by
the Town of New Castle.

A. Mini-Parks
These small parks focus on limited, unique, or isolated recreational
needs. They are specialized facilities that serve a concentration or
limited population or specific group such as tots or senior citizens.
e Service Area: Less than % - mile radius, Desired Size: one
acre or less
e Acres per 1,000 Population: % to 'z acres
e Desired Site Characteristics: These parks should be situated
within neighborhoods and in close proximity to apartment
complexes, townhouse development, and/or housing for the

Figure 7-4. Standards for Parkland, National Recreation and
Parks Association

Park Type Acres/1,000 Population Service Area Radius
Mini-Park 0.25-0.50 < 0.25 mile/5 minute walk
Neighborhood Park 1.0-2.0 0.5 mile/12 minute walk
Community Park 5.0-8.0 1-2 miles/5 minute drive
Regional Park Variable 30 miles/1 hour drive

For more information on parkland and recreational standards for municipalities, see:
http://www.nrpa.org/Professional-Development/Accreditation/ CAPRA/CAPRA-Standards/
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elderly. Users should be able to see the opposite end of a mini
-park.

B. Neighborhood Parks
Small and large neighborhood parks offer similar recreation oppor-
tunities; however, the larger neighborhood parks generally are be-
tween five and 10 acres in size (this is a modification of the previ-
ous NRPA standard for neighborhood parks that calls for one to two
acres of parkland per 1,000 people). Small and large neighborhood
parks can provide both passive and active recreation. In general,
they feature areas for intense recreational activities, such as ball
field games, court games, crafts, playground equipment, skating,
picnicking, and more. Undeveloped natural areas are also desirable
in these parks.
e Service Area: Y4 to %2 mile radius, Desired Size: Small: one to
five acres; Large: five to ten acres
e Acres per 1,000 Population: one to two acres
e Desired Site Characteristics: These parks should be suited for
intense development and be easily accessible to the neighbor-
hood. Ideally, they should be geographically centered with
safe walking and bike access. These parks can be developed
as school — park facilities.

C. Community Parks
These park components focus on serving larger, community-wide
outdoor recreational needs.

o General Use: These parks have areas of diverse environ-
mental quality. They may include areas for intense recrea-
tional facilities, such as athletic complexes for organized
sports, large group picnicking, and community gatherings.
They may also feature areas of natural quality for activities
such as walking, biking, and viewing that are supported by
trail systems.

e Service Area: Several neighborhoods - One to two mile ra-
dius, Desired Size: 30 to 50 acres

e Acres per 1,000 Population: five to eight acres

o Desired Site Characteristics: These parks should be easily
accessible to the neighborhoods that are served and include
areas for intense outdoor recreational development. Other de-
sirable components include natural features such as waterbod-
ies.

D. Special Purpose Parks

These park system components focus on a single use, such as his-
toric preservation or downtown open space. The NRPA has no spe-
cific standards for special purpose parks as they are unique to each
community.
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e General Use: These parks are centered on a specific environ-
mental feature, historical event or setting and offer a unique
place that assists in creating a sense of place in the commu-
nity.

e Service Area: No applicable standard, Desired Size: Varies

e Acres per 1,000 Population: Varies

e Desired Site Characteristics: These parks cater to cultural,
historic, or social recreational needs.

E. Urban Green Space

These park system components are typically made up of lands set

aside for preserving drainage corridors, wetlands, or other signifi-

cant community natural resource areas. The NRPA has no specific
standards for these areas.

e General Use: These features are generally open to the public,
but usually do not contain many facilities beyond access
points and trail systems.

e Service Area: No applicable standard, Desired Size: Varies

e Acres per 1,000 Population: Varies

o Site characteristics vary based on the resource being con-
served or protected. Typically, these areas should have nature
-based, low impact recreational facilities.
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