
Planning Base Studies 

Town of New Castle, New York 

Chapter 4 Population Characteristics 

4-1 
September 2014 

Prepared by the Westchester County Department of Planning 

4.1 Overview 
 

Note: The US Census Bureau conducts a decennial census of the population every 

ten years. While previous censuses have included a “long form” sent to a sample 

of the population, the Census Bureau split this program into the American Com-

munity Survey (ACS) beginning in 2005. Many common topics then were not in-

cluded in the 2010 Census, which was based entirely on “100% data” from the 

simple 10-question form sent to every housing unit in the country. For this chap-

ter, unless otherwise noted, data is from the decennial census.  

 
New Castle began the 20th century with a population of only 2,401 

people in 1900; then the Town’s population nearly doubled between 

1940 and 1960, increasing from 7,903 to 14,388 people in twenty 

years. The years following 1960 have seen much slower population 

growth, with the Town only adding 78 net new residents (0.4% 

growth) in the last decade and increasing the 2010 Census popula-

tion to 17,569. 

  

This population change in New Castle follows Westchester County’s 

population trends to an extent, although New Castle’s growth has 

been more stable. The county experienced its biggest intercensal 

growth of the century between 1950 and 1960, growing 29% to 

808,891. The only decade during which the county’s population de-

clined, 1970 to 1980, New Castle grew by 5%. Figures 4-1 and 4-2 

CHAPTER 4 POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Figure 4-1. Town of New Castle Population 

Source: U.S. Census, Decennial Census Summary File 1; Prepared by Westchester County Department of Planning 
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show these changes for New Castle, Westchester County and sur-

rounding communities. 

 
4.2 Density 
 

New Castle’s population density as of 2010 was 761 people per 

square mile, which was similar to most towns in Northern West-

chester but less densely populated than Pleasantville and Mount 

Kisco. Figure 4-3 and Map 4-1 show population density in the 

Town and surrounding communities. 

 

4.3 Age Characteristics 

 

The age characteristics of New Castle’s population have remained 

fairly stable between 1980 and 2010, with the primary change being 

a reduction of the population in the 30 to 39 year cohort (cohort is a 

group of people having a common factor — such as age group or 

sex — in common) and growth in the population between 50 and 64 

years of age. Several factors contribute to this aging population – 

people are living longer, many households with young children in 

the 1960’s and 1970’s have aged in place, and high housing prices, 

coupled with the uncertainty of the housing recession have limited 

Figure 4-3. Population Density by Municipality, Westchester County, 

2010 Census  

Source: U.S. Census, Decennial Census Summary File 1;  

Prepared by Westchester County Department of Planning 

Municipality 
Square 

Miles 
2010 Population 

2010 People  

per Sq. Mile 

2010          

Density   

Rank 

Cortlandt   34.7   31,292   902   36 

Mount Kisco   3.1   10,877   3,509   21 

Mount Pleasant   24.1   26,931   1,117   34 

New Castle   23.1   17,569   761   37 

North Castle   26.2   11,841   452   39 

Ossining Town   3.0   5,406   1,802   29 

Somers   32.1   20,434   637   38 

Yorktown   39.5   36,081   913   35 

Pleasantville   1.8   7,019   3,899   19 

Westchester      

County 
  448.0   949,113   2,119   N/A 
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 Seven things that you should know about Westchester County’s population 
 

In March of 2013, Joseph Salvo, the Director of the New York City Department of City Planning’s Population 
Division, made a key presentation at the 2013 Land Use Training Institute (link to presentation online), 

hosted by the Westchester Municipal Planning Federation. Mr. Salvo and his team of demographers developed 

a list of seven things land use decision makers should know about the population of Westchester County. The 

following is just a brief summary of the points Mr. Salvo made in that presentation. The seven points included: 
 

1. Westchester County is large and dynamic 
There are over 3,100 counties in the U.S. and Westchester is 44the in size of population. 

If Westchester was considered a city, it would rank 9th in the nation in size. 

People leave the county, but others arrive. Many of the newcomers are from other countries, others from other parts of 

the United States.  

Other counties and cities would envy Westchester’s dynamic shifts of populations. 

 

2. The county possesses ethnic diversity, which is highest in the younger age groups 
Immigration is fueling a more diverse racial and ethnic mix in the county. 

The county’s increase in Hispanics is also happening in New York City and all over the U.S. 

These new residents are younger.  

 

3. It is becoming more diverse through immigration and births 
Like New York City and other ―inner ring‖ counties surrounding the city, a growing proportion of residents are foreign-

born (NYC at 37%, Westchester 24%) 

Many are from Latin America (38%), and these are from a variety of countries (e.g. Mexico, Dominican Republic, 

Guatemala, Colombia and Peru).  

Hispanic immigrants have the highest rate of births among immigrants. 

Foreign-born residents can be found in communities throughout Westchester. 

 

4. It has a socioeconomic mix 
The proportion of adults over the age of 25 in the county with a Bachelor’s degree or higher is 45%. New York City is 

33%.  

Household income is also high compared with other areas. 

Some of those with lower education and income are clustered in some communities.  

A third of all workers in Westchester are foreign born; and they work in a variety of occupations. 

 

5. It is projected to grow at a modest pace 
Projections for the county’s population show modest growth over the coming decades.  

Such modest growth should be considered a positive.  
 

6. It has an aging population 
Westchester’s population is older than the general population of the U.S., which is a concern. 

The aging population is seen in communities throughout the county. 

 

7. Putting it all together: Decisions that are demographically informed 
Immigrants have a very high employment rate. Some are at the bottom of the income ranges, while others are not. 

People are migrating into Westchester, while others migrate out of Westchester. Much of this is back and forth to New 

York City.  

While 9% of those leaving the county go to Florida, almost 8% of those coming from within the United States are 

from Florida.  

Overall, the ―ins‖ and ―outs‖ are almost equal. 

Migration is largely a phenomenon of the young.  

Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant
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Age Cohort 1980 Percent 1990 Percent 2000 Percent 2010 Percent 

  Under 5 years   930   6.0%   1,253   7.5%   1,398   8.0%   1,058   6.0% 

  5 to 9 years   1,336   8.7%   1,286   7.7%   1,755   10.0%   1,658   9.4% 

  10 to 14   1,861   12.1%   1,339   8.0%   1,619   9.3%   1,744   9.9% 

  15 to 19   1,695   11.0%   1,149   6.9%   1,056   6.0%   1,474   8.4% 

  20 to 24   651   4.2%   741   4.5%   384   2.2%   449   2.6% 

  25 to 29   540   3.5%   717   4.3%   412   2.4%   323   1.8% 

  30 to 34   1,113   7.2%   1,050   6.3%   871   5.0%   488   2.8% 

  35 to 39   1,480   9.6%   1,505   9.0%   1,459   8.3%   961   5.5% 

  40 to 44   1,265   8.2%   1,758   10.6%   1,705   9.7%   1,470   8.4% 

  45 to 49   1,188   7.7%   1,625   9.8%   1,813   10.4%   1,726   9.8% 

  50 to 54   1,082   7.0%   1,109   6.7%   1,544   8.8%   1,698   9.7% 

  55 to 59   803   5.2%   917   5.5%   1,120   6.4%   1,433   8.2% 

  60 to 64   508   3.3%   800   4.8%   747   4.3%   1,088   6.2% 

  65 to 69   331   2.1%   537   3.2%   559   3.2%   711   4.0% 

  70 to 74   286   1.9%   316   1.9%   498   2.8%   478   2.7% 

  75 to 79   171   1.1%   211   1.3%   299   1.7%   339   1.9% 

  80 to 84   101   0.7%   183   1.1%   142   0.8%   270   1.5% 

  85 years and over   84   0.5%   152   0.9%   110   0.6%   201   1.1% 

  Total   15,425   100.0%   16,648   100.0%   17,491  100.0%   17,569   100.0% 

Figure 4-4. Town of New Castle Age Characteristics, 1980-2010 

Source: US Census Decennial Census Summary File 1; Prepared by Westchester County Department of Planning 

Age Cohort 
New Castle Westchester County 

2000 Percent 2010 Percent 2000 Percent 2010 Percent 

    Under 5 years   1,398   8.0%   1,058   6.0%   64,242   7.0%   57,199   6.0% 

    5 to 9 years   1,755   10.0%   1,658   9.4%   67,993   7.4%   63,212   6.7% 

    10 to 14    1,619   9.3%   1,744   9.9%   63,757   6.9%   65,680   6.9% 

    15 to 19    1,056   6.0%   1,474   8.4%   54,363   5.9%   65,316   6.9% 

    20 to 24    384   2.2%   449   2.6%   46,962   5.1%   53,580   5.6% 

    25 to 34    1,283   7.3%   811   4.6%   123,467   13.4%   108,013   11.4% 

    35 to 44    3,164   18.1%   2,431   13.8%   157,033   17.0%   132,984   14.0% 

    45 to 54    3,357   19.2%   3,424   19.5%   129,998   14.1%   149,032   15.7% 

    55 to 64    1,867   10.7%   2,521   14.3%   86,680   9.4%   114,975   12.1% 

    65 to 74    1,057   6.0%   1,189   6.8%   66,785   7.2%   68,766   7.2% 

    75 years and over   551   3.2%   810   4.6%   62,179   6.7%   70,356   7.4% 

Figure 4-5. Age Characteristics, Town of New Castle and Westchester County, 2000-2010 

Source: US Census Decennial Census Summary File 1; Prepared by Westchester County Department of Planning 
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DataBook 

 

The Westchester County Databook, features over 200 pages of de-

scriptive data covering more than a dozen broad subject categories, 

ranging from Westchester's physical attributes and municipal or-

ganization to demographic and business statistics. 

The Databook has proven to be a reliable statistical resource for 

government officials, new and expanding businesses, not-for-profit 

organizations and individuals interested in either specific or general 

information regarding Westchester County. You can access the in-

formation by individual chapters below or you can view the en-

tire 2010 Databook in PDF format with bookmarks. 

 Introduction and Credits  Transportation 

History, Geography and Land   

Use  
 Utilities 

 Government  Education 

 Population  Child Care 

 Housing  Senior Programs and Services 

 Labor Force  Health and Emergency Services 

 Business, Office and Retail   Culture and Tourism 

 Income and Prices  Recreation 

 Taxes  
 Economic Development  

 Programs 
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Age Cohort 
New Castle Change,           

2000-2010 

Westchester Change, 

2000-2010 

    Under 5 years   -340   -24.3%   -7,043   -11.0% 

    5 to 9 years   -97   -5.5%   -4,781   -7.0% 

    10 to 14   125   7.7%   1,923   3.0% 

    15 to 19   418   39.6%   10,953   20.1% 

    20 to 24   65   16.9%   6,618   14.1% 

    25 to 34   -472   -36.8%   -15,454   -12.5% 

    35 to 44   -733   -23.2%   -24,049   -15.3% 

    45 to 54   67   2.0%   19,034   14.6% 

    55 to 64   654   35.0%   28,295   32.6% 

    65 to 74   132   12.5%   1,981   3.0% 

    75 years and over   259   47.0%   8,177   13.2% 

Figure 4-6. Change in Age Distribution,  

Town of New Castle and Westchester County, 2000-2010 

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000

Under 5 years

5 to 9 years

10 to 14

15 to 19

20 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 to 74

75 years and over

2000

2010

Figure 4-7: Town of New Castle Age Distribution, 2000 and 2010 

Source: US Census Decennial Census Summary File 1;  

Prepared by Westchester County Department of Planning 

Source: US Census Decennial Census Summary File 1;  

Prepared by Westchester County Department of Planning 
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the opportunities for younger families to purchase homes in the 

Town. Figure 4-4 shows age characteristics changes in New Castle 

from 1980 to 2010. Figures 4-5, 4-6, 4-7 and 4-8 show age charac-

teristics changes in New Castle from 2000 to 2010 compared with 

Westchester County.  

 

4.4 Race and Ethnicity 

 

New Castle, like most of the municipalities it borders, has remained 

a predominantly white community with a higher proportion of non-

Hispanic white population (86%) than the county as a whole (57%) 

as seen in Figure 4-9, Race and Hispanic Origin. Both the Hispanic 

and Asian populations in New Castle increased marginally, amount-

ing to approximately a percentage point increase each—to 4% and 

7% respectively—between 2000 and 2010. Approximately 35% of 

residents in Mount Kisco identified as Hispanic or Latino in the 

2010 Census; no other neighboring municipalities had a Hispanic 

population above 13% of the total population.  

 

4.5 Place of Birth 
 

According to the American Community Survey (ACS), 2,299 of 

15,208 New Castle residents (13%) were estimated to be foreign 

born for the years between 2007 and 2011. This is below the county 

average of 25% and significantly below that of Mount Kisco at 

33%. The proportion of foreign born residents in New Castle is 

similar to that of many nearby communities such as Bedford and 

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000

Under 5 years

5 to 9 years

10 to 14

15 to 19

20 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 to 74

75 years and over

2000

2010

Figure 4-8. Westchester County Age Distribution, 2000 and 2010  

Municipal Profiles 

 
There are one-page summaries 

are located at: 

 planning.westchestergov.com/

municipal-profiles 

of Westchester County and all 43 

municipalities, including New 

Castle. They have been assem-

bled, showing various data from 

the Census Bureau’s sample data 

program, the American Commu-

nity Survey (ACS). Note that the 

ACS is now a separate program 

from the decennial Census, and 

is subject to a margin of error. 

 

The Census Bureau provides 

data for small geographies by 

including sample data from five 

years of surveys (e.g. 2005 to 

2009) to reduce this margin of 

error. Single-year ACS data is 

available for larger geographies 

(with greater than 65,000 people) 

at the Census Bureau’s American 

FactFinder website. 

Source: US Census Decennial Census Summary File 1;  

Prepared by Westchester County Department of Planning 
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Figure 4-9. Race and Hispanic Origin 

Town of New Castle     

Race and Hispanic Origin, 2000 and 2010 Census  2000 Percent 2010 Percent 

  Total population  17,491  100%  17,569  100% 

  Hispanic or Latino  487  2.8%  710  4.0% 

  Not Hispanic or Latino  17,004  97.2%  16,859  96.0% 

  White alone  15,625  89.3%  15,013  85.5% 

  Black or African American alone  231  1.3%  263  1.5% 

  American Indian and Alaska Native alone  5  0.0%  3  0.0% 

  Asian alone  969  5.5%  1,283  7.3% 

  Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone  3  0.0%  0  0.0% 

  Some Other Race alone  15  0.1%  43  0.2% 

  Two or More Races  156  0.9%  254  1.4% 

Westchester County      

Race and Hispanic Origin, 2000 and 2010 Census   

  Total population 923,459  100.0%  949,113  100.0% 

  Hispanic or Latino 144,124  15.6%  207,032  21.8% 

  Not Hispanic or Latino 779,335  84.4%  742,081  78.2% 

  White alone 591,776  64.1%  544,563  57.4% 

  Black or African American alone 125,227  13.6%  126,585  13.3% 

  American Indian and Alaska Native alone  1,072   0.1%   1,141   0.1% 

  Asian alone  40,941   4.4%  51,123   5.4% 

  Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone   232   0.0%   218   0.0% 

  Some Other Race alone  3,081   0.3%   3,757   0.4% 

  Two or More Races  17,006   1.8%  14,694   1.5% 

Source: US Census, Decennial Census Summary File 1; Prepared by Westchester County Department of Planning 
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Pleasantville (14% each), while North Castle and Somers have a 

lower proportion of foreign-born residents (11%). Figure 4-10, For-

eign-born Population, compares these populations in New Castle 

with Westchester County and other nearby municipalities.  

 

4.6 Income 

 

New Castle has a higher median household income than any of its 

neighboring communities, with the most recent estimate at $188,113 

according to the 2007-2011 American Community Survey (ACS). 

This compares with surrounding municipalities where median in-

comes span from $66,111 in Mount Kisco to $141,576 in North 

Castle.  

 

The American Community Survey estimates that approximately 8.5-

9.3% of residents in New Castle had income below the poverty level 

between 2007 and 2011.  

 

Figure 4-11, Median Household Income, 2007-2011 shows these 

income figures for New Castle, Westchester County and surround-

ing communities.  

Municipality 

  Native   Foreign-Born 

Estimate 

Margin 

of Error 

(+/-) 

Percent Estimate 

Margin 

of Error 

(+/-) 

Percent 

Bedford   14,963   460   86%   2,423   462   14% 

Cortlandt   34,853   643   85%   6,354   654   15% 

Mount Pleasant   34,354   669   79%   9,231   669   21% 

New Castle   15,208   294   87%   2,299   288   13% 

North Castle   10,414   280   89%   1,290   281   11% 

Ossining Town   4,543   201   84%   840   198   16% 

Somers   17,980   330   89%   2,186   332   11% 

Yorktown   31,740   551   88%   4,265   544   12% 

Mount Kisco   7,203   543   67%   3,557   543   33% 

Pleasantville   6,071   299   87%   946   297   14% 

Westchester County   711,781   3,984   75%   232,468   3,984   25% 

Figure 4-10. Foreign-born Population 

Source: American Community Survey 2007-2011, US Census Bureau; Prepared by Westchester County Department of 

Planning 
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4.7 Educational Attainment 

 

New Castle is a highly educated community. Ac-

cording to the American Community Survey 

(ACS), New Castle residents have higher levels 

of educational attainment then any of the town’s 

surrounding communities and the county aver-

age. As shown in Figure 4-12, only 2.8% of New 

Castle residents over 25 do not have a high 

school diploma or GED, and the county average 

is 12.7%. More than three-quarters (76.8%) of 

New Castle residents have a bachelor’s degree or 

higher, while only 44.5% of county residents 

have a bachelor’s degree.  

 

 

 

 

 

Municipality Households     Families 

Bedford   $109,042   $139,112 

Cortlandt   $95,446   $111,980 

Mount Kisco   $66,111   $77,220 

Mount Pleasant   $104,695   $129,375 

New Castle   $188,113   $205,109 

North Castle   $141,576   $155,313 

Ossining Town   $115,265   $138,265 

Pleasantville   $110,368   $148,304 

Somers   $115,713   $133,507 

Yorktown   $104,235   $119,331 

Westchester County   $80,725   $102,621 

Figure 4-11. Median Household Income  

2007-2011 (in 2011 Dollars) 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2007-2011.  

Data is based on a sample and contains a margin of error;   

Prepared by the Westchester County Department of Planning 

Figure 4-12. Educational Attainment for the Population 25 and Over, 2007-2011 

Municipality 

Pop. 25 

years and 

over 

No high school 

diploma 

High school/

GED 

Bachelor's or 

higher 

Master's or 

higher 

Bedford   11,653   9.7%   18.1%   53.9%   25.5% 

Cortlandt   28,358   8.9%   21.6%   44.0%   21.5% 

Mount Kisco   7,373   16.4%   19.7%   42.0%   17.7% 

Mount Pleasant   28,346   10.8%   19.4%   48.8%   23.2% 

New Castle   11,412   2.8%   6.7%   76.8%   43.8% 

North Castle   7,488   4.2%   15.8%   63.7%   32.2% 

Ossining Town   4,120   5.4%   29.2%   65.4%   32.6% 

Pleasantville   4,602   6.3%   14.1%   62.7%   29.4% 

Somers   14,213   3.7%   20.3%   53.7%   26.0% 

Yorktown   24,375   6.7%   23.8%   45.2%   22.0% 

Westchester County   640,046   12.7%   22.4%   44.5%   22.0% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2007-2011.  

Data is based on a sample and contains a margin of error;   

Prepared by the Westchester County Department of Planning 
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