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14.1 Town History  

Adapted from the Town of New Castle and the New Castle Histori-

cal Society’s Web sites.  

 

What is now the Town of New Castle may be said to have origi-

nated with the purchase of land by Caleb Heathcote from Native 

American Chief Wampus in 1696. By 1791, when New Castle was 

divided from North Castle, the dwindling population of the Sint 

Sink tribe, located in the western part of New Castle, and the 

Tankiteke tribe in its eastern part, were completely gone from the 

area. 

 

Quakers began to settle in the area beginning about 1730. Their 

meeting-house, completed in 1754, is one of the oldest buildings in 

New Castle still standing. It was used as a hospital for General 

Washington’s wounded following the Battle of White Plains in 

1776.  

CHAPTER 14 HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Source: Westchester County Archives 

New Castle Historical Society 

  

The New Castle Historical Soci-

ety is based in the Horace 

Greeley House at 100 King 

Street in downtown Chappaqua. 

The society produces exhibi-

tions depicting New Castle his-

tory, house tours, trips to his-

torical sites, and educational 

programs for children and 

adults. The society also runs a 

gift shop at the Greeley House, 

including a number of publica-

tions on local and county his-

tory. Learn more at the society’s 

website at:  

http://www.newcastlehs.org/. 
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The hamlet of Chappaqua was originally centered around the meet-

ing house. The New York and Harlem Railroad, which later became 

the New York Central Railroad, reached the hamlet in 1846. The 

railroad allowed for easy shipment of local crops and stimulated the 

development of livery stables and stores where Quaker Road 

crosses the tracks. The hamlet of Millwood was originally formed 

around a stage coach inn, the Granite House, built about 1816 and 

since demolished. In 1881, the New York and Northern Railroad, 

later the Putnam Division of the New York Central Railroad, 

reached Millwood and led to its commercial development. Rail ser-

vice on this line ended in 1958.  

 

The town population was only 1,800 in 1850 and less than 2,500 by 

the end of the 19th century. The most dramatic population increase 

was the decade of 1950 to 1960; the number of people in New Cas-

tle increased by 60% to more than 14,000.  

 

In 1853, the newspaper editor Horace Greeley, who would run as a 

candidate in the 1872 presidential election, began to purchase prop-

erty in Chappaqua. In 1902, the present Chappaqua railroad station 

was built on property donated by Horace Greeley’s daughter Gabri-

elle Greeley Clendenin. The Town’s first central water system was 

installed in Chappaqua in 1912. The first Chappaqua central school, 

the Horace Greeley School (now the Robert E. Bell Middle 

School), opened in 1929. In 1934 the Saw Mill River Parkway 

reached Chappaqua. In 1998 the New Castle Historical Society pur-

chased the Horace Greeley House, which is listed in the National 

Register of Historic Places and is now an important focal point of 

downtown Chappaqua. 

 

14.2 Historic Preservation 

 

A. Historic Preservation Code 

The Town of New Castle has established policies, regulations, and 

benefits to recognize and protect historic sites. The Town’s Historic 

Preservation Code, Chapter 76 of the Code of the Town of New 

Castle helps to protect historic properties for the promotion of the 

“economic, cultural, educational and general welfare of the public. 

Historic properties are defined as buildings, structures, sites, ob-

jects, or other features that represent or reflect significant elements 

of the Town's cultural, social, economic, political and architectural 

history.” The Landmarks Advisory Committee, among other duties, 

recommends potential properties to the Town Board for designation 

as Town Landmarks. The Town Board then makes the designation, 

with the concurrence of the owner.  

 

Figure 14-2. Train Station 1920 
 

Figure 14-1. Horace Greeley  

Source: Westchester County Archives 

Source: Historic New Castle Website  
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1940 1947 

1960 1980 

  

The images above show the Millwood area in the Town of New Castle. 

 

Westchester County’s historic aerial photo collection of the years 1947, 1960, 1976, 2004, 2007, and 

2009 can be viewed online at the Mapping Westchester County webpage. User the slider at top right of 

map to select year to display. 

 

Aerial photos for the years 1925, 1926, 1940, 1947, 1954, 1960, 1965, 1970, 1976, 1980, 1986, 1990, 

1995, and 2000 can be viewed at a computer kiosk in the County Planning Department. Call (914) 995-

4400 for an appointment. 

Figure 14-3 Historic Aerial Photographs 

Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant



Planning Base Studies 

Town of New Castle, New York 

14-4 
September 2014  

Prepared by the Westchester County Department of Planning 

Chapter 14 Historic and Cultural Resources  

Should the owner of a designated landmark wish to make an exter-

nal alteration substantial enough to require a permit or approval of a 

Town agency, such as the Planning Board, Architectural Review 

Board, Zoning Board of Appeals or Building Department, the Land-

marks Advisory Committee is required to provide a report on the 

historical appropriateness of the proposed alteration. The agency 

must take this report into consideration when making a determina-

tion.  

 

For a period of 10 years following a property’s designation, a New 

Castle landmark is exempt from taxation to the extent of any in-

crease in value attributable to the alteration or rehabilitation of such 

New Castle landmark pursuant to a schedule detailed in the code. 

 

B. New Castle Landmarks 

Under the Town of New Castle’s Historic Preservation Code, 40 

sites have been designated as Town Landmarks. Fourteen sites are 

included in two historic districts: the Old Quaker Village Historical 

District and the Horace Greeley Thematic Group, which are listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places. Two of the other 26 

landmark sites are on the National Register of Historic Places: the 

Williams-DuBois house at 35 Pinesbridge Road and the Isaac 

Young house at 114 Pinesbridge Road. 

 

C. Old Quaker Village Historical District 

Ten of the Town’s Landmarks are located within the Old Quaker 

Village Historical District, listed on the National Register in 1974. 

While none of these sites are individually listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places, the district as a whole is listed with the 

ten Town Landmarks specified as important contributing elements. 

 

Settled largely by Quaker farmers in the mid-18th century, the 

farming community was originally centered around the Quaker 

Meetinghouse and its surrounding graveyard on Quaker Road, a 

mile or so north of present-day downtown Chappaqua. The historic 

district is formed by properties on both sides of the road. When the 

Harlem Railroad was extended to the area in 1846, the area around 

the railroad crossing took over as the area’s center. The former 

Quaker settlement and its meetinghouse were spared development 

pressures, leaving many of the structures preserved and recogniz-

able. The meetinghouse has been enlarged over the years and the 

Chappaqua Meeting of Friends is still active. A commemorative 

plaque was dedicated in 1975 at the intersection of Quaker Road 

and Chappaqua Mountain Road. (Source: New York State Office of 

Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, National Register 

Nomination for Old Chappaqua Historic District, 1973.) 
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Figure 14-4 Town of New Castle Landmarks 
(* Also listed on the National Register of Historic Places) 

Old Quaker Village Historical District*  

Reynolds-Carpenter house 32 Quaker Road 

Sutton Reynolds house 354 Quaker Road 

Thorn-Dodge house 386 Quaker Road 

Samuel Allen currying shop 400 Quaker Road 

Samuel Allen barn 401 Quaker Road 

Samuel Allen house 405 Quaker Road 

Samuel Allen tenant house 407 Quaker Road 

Friends Meeting House 420 Quaker Road 

Thomas Dodge house 428 Quaker Road 

Stony Hollow Farm 478 Quaker Road 

Horace Greeley Thematic Group*  

Horace Greeley House 100 King Street 

Chappaqua Railroad Station and Plaza  

Church of St. Mary the Virgin 191 S. Greeley Avenue 

Rehoboth 33 Aldridge Road 

Other New Castle Landmarks  

George Carpenter House 335 Roaring Brook Road 

Croton Valley Friends Meeting House 210 Lake Road 

Dickinson-Conklin House 275 Quaker Road 

Gray Rock. John and Mary Nichols Cox House 32 Gray Rock Lane 

Horace Greeley Statue Mill River Road 

Greeley Woods 191 S. Greeley Avenue (Morton Place) 

Charles Griffith house 83 Kipp Street 

Reuben and Moses Haight house 350 Bedford Road 

Hutin Homestead 59 Highland Avenue 

Juniper Ledge 20 Ryder Road 

Kipp School 313 Hardscrabble Road 

Benjamin Kipp house 335 Douglas Road 

Jesse Kipp house 1040 Hardscrabble Road 

Willet Kipp-Edward W. Lambert house 1130 Hardscrabble Road 

Kittle House 11 Kittle Road 

Marshall Homestead 127 Old Roaring Brook Road 

Marsland Barns 16 Barnes Road 

Millwood Hills 51 Granite Road 

Reynolds-Keeler-Williams house 300 Quaker Road 

Shingle House 1 Shinglehouse Road 

Tall Timbers 236 Bedford Road 

Underhill-Haviland house 108 South Bedford Road 

Washburn-Barnes house 113 Campfire Road 

Joshua Washburn house 316 South Bedford Road 

William-DuBois house 35 Pinesbridge Road* 

Isaac Young house 114 Pinesbridge Road* 

Friends Meeting House 

Samuel Allen Farm 

Williams-DuBois house 

Isaac Young house 

Thomas Dodge house 

Photo source: Wikipedia  
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D. Horace Greeley Thematic Group  

Four of the Town’s Landmarks are part of the Horace Greeley The-

matic Group. While none of the sites within this Thematic Group 

are individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 

the group as a whole was listed on the National Register in 1979 

with the four sites specified as contributing elements. 

 

Horace Greeley, the famous newspaper editor and 1872 presidential 

candidate, began purchasing properties near present-day downtown 

Chappaqua in 1852, eventually assembling a farm of 78 acres. The 

current Horace Greeley House, on King Street, was purchased in 

State and National Registers of Historic Places 

The State and National Registers of Historic Places are the official lists of buildings, structures, dis-

tricts, objects, and sites significant in the history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture of 

New York and the nation. The same eligibility criteria are used for both the State and National Regis-

ters. The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and the New York State Historic Preservation Act 

of 1980 established the National and State Registers programs. In New York, the Commissioner of the 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, who is also the State Historic 

Preservation Officer (SHPO), administers these programs. 

 

Benefits of being listed on the Registers: 

Registered properties and properties determined eligible for the Registers receive a measure of protec-

tion from the effects of federal and/or state agency sponsored, licensed or assisted projects through a 

notice, review, and consultation process. 

Owners of depreciable, certified historic properties may take a 20 percent federal income tax credit for 

the costs of substantial rehabilitation as provided for under the Tax Reform Act of 1986. 

Municipal and not-for-profit owners of listed historic properties may apply for matching state historic 

preservation grants. 

 

There are no restrictions placed on private owners of registered properties. Private property owners 

may sell, alter or dispose of their property as they wish. 

Source: New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. For more information, 

go to NYS OPRHP website: http://nysparks.com/shpo/national-register/ 

 

Environmental Review Program 

The Environmental Review program is a planning process that helps protect New York's historic cul-

tural resources from the potential impacts of projects that are funded, licensed or approved by state or 

federal agencies. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and Section 14.09 of the 

New York State Historic Preservation Act, the SHPO's role in the review process is to ensure that ef-

fects or impacts on eligible or listed properties are considered and avoided or mitigated during the pro-

ject planning process. In addition, the SHPO advises local communities on local preservation environ-

mental reviews, upon request, under the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act. For 

more information go to: http://nysparks.com/shpo/environmental-review/ 
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1864 and was the family’s country home until 1873. It now contains 

a museum, gift shop, and offices of the New Castle Historical Soci-

ety. 

 

After Greeley’s death his daughter gave part of the farm, in 1902, to 

the Town for a new railroad station and adjacent Town park. The 

station and its plaza are Town Landmarks. She provided the site of 

the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, also a Town Landmark, in 1906. 

Another portion of the Greeley farm eventually became the site of 

the Horace Greeley School, now the Robert E. Bell Middle School. 

Other parts of the former Greeley farm are the sites of the Chappa-

qua Library, the New Castle Town Hall, Temple Beth El, and the 

New Castle Community Center.  

Figure 14-5. Old Chappaqua Historic District  

Junction of Quaker Road and Chappaqua Mountain Road. 
 

Source: Wikipedia   
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The fourth site in the Thematic Group is Rehoboth, a residence at 

33 Aldridge Road. Originally a barn on the Greeley farm and one of 

the first concrete structures in the country, the building was con-

verted to a neo-Gothic styled house by Greeley’s daughter in 1892. 

(Source: New Castle Historical Society website; New York State 

Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, National 

Register Nomination for Horace Greeley Thematic Group, 1978.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Resources: 

Mount Kisco Historical Society:  

http://mountkiscohistoricalsociety.org/ 

 

Ossining Historical Society:  

http://www.ossininghistorical.org/ 

 

Westchester County Historical Society:  

http://www.westchesterhistory.com/ 

National Trust for Historic Preservation:  

http://www.preservationnation.org/ 

 

New York State Office of Parks,  

Recreation and Historic Preservation:  

http://nysparks.com/historic-preservation/ 

Figure 14-6. Greeley House 
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