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George Latimer
County Executive

February 25, 2022

Robyn A. Steinberg, Town Planner
Town of Yorktown Planning Department
1974 Commerce Street

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

County Planning Board Referral File YTN 22-004 — Yorktown Rehab & Nursing Solar Project
2300 Catherine Street
Site Plan and Special Use Permit

Dear Ms. Steinberg:

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a site plan (revised September 22, 2021) and
related materials for a proposed solar farm to be constructed within a 12.8 acre property, located at 2300
Catherine Street (SBL 35.12-1-3). The proposed solar farm would be built in two sections, with 660
modules located within a field behind the existing Rehab & Nursing facility, and 1,439 modules located
on structures above the existing parking lot. As part of the installation, 120 trees would be removed from
the site. All existing structures on the site would remain.

The combined project would generate 982 kW DC of energy. A Tier 1 battery storage system, located
near the parking lot, would enable 548 kWh of energy storage. A fence would encircle the arrays within
the field. The arrays above the parking lot would range between 16 and 22 feet in height. 28 trees and
30 shrubs would be planted on the property, and the applicant would contribute $13,500 into the Town’s
Tree Bank Fund, as mitigation for the tree removal.

We have no objection to the Yorktown Planning Board assuming Lead Agency status for this review.

We have reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal
Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we offer the following comments:

1. Location of solar array.

We agree with the placement of solar arrays over the parking lot, and note that the applicant is proposing
to locate the ground-mounted arrays in a location that limits tree removal from the wooded portion of
the site. We also appreciate that the applicant has provided an analysis of the carbon impacts of the solar
production verses the removal of trees. However, we do question why the applicant has chosen to locate
arrays over the rear yard instead of on the roof of the existing building. We advise the Town and the
applicant to analyze if rooftop positioning of these arrays is feasible.
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2. Croton Watershed protection.

The site is located in the Croton Watershed. Components of the site development may be subject to
compliance with the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYC DEP) Rules and
Regulations for the Protection from Contamination, Degradation and Pollution of the New York City
Water Supply and its Sources, including the preparation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.
Adequate erosion and sediment control and stormwater runoff water quality protection, both during and
after construction, are of critical importance.

Please inform us of the Town’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record.
Thank you for calling this matter to our attention.

Respectfully,
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

By: MUW

Norma V. Drummond
Commissioner

NVD/MV



