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County Planning Board Referral File YTN 22-001:  Solar Power Generation Systems & Facilities 

Zoning Text Amendments 
Dear Ms. Quast: 

The Westchester County Planning Board has received proposed amendments to the text of the Yorktown 
Zoning Ordinance to make changes to regulations pertaining to solar power generation systems and 
facilities. These changes would increase the lot area required to install ground-mounted or large-scale 
solar facilities, as well as increase setback requirements for large-scale facilities. New subsections to the 
regulations are also proposed concerning landscaping inspections, payment in lieu of taxes and 
emergency access.  

We have reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal 
Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we find this to be a matter for local 
determination in accordance with the Town’s planning and zoning policies. We are supportive of the 
Town’s efforts to continue to fine-tune its solar regulations.  

We also encourage the Town to consider asking for an analysis of the impacts of deforestation with each 
large-scale solar application. We note that the applicant for the Kitchawan Solar Farm provided this with 
their application. We found it helpful to see how the carbon sequestering capabilities of the lost trees 
related to the net benefit of the solar arrays. 

Please inform us of the Town’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention. 

Respectfully, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

 
By: 

 
Norma V. Drummond 
Commissioner 
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