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Dear Ms. Iannetta: 

The Westchester County Planning Board has received proposed amendments to the text of the White 
Plains Zoning Ordinance to make changes to regulations pertaining to solar power generation systems 
and facilities. These changes would revise the City’s existing regulations by updating definitions and 
establishing a new regulatory structure for solar parking canopies. Specifically, solar parking canopies 
with a nameplate generating capacity of less than 1,000 kW shall require site plan approval from the 
White Plains Planning Board.  Solar parking canopies greater than that generating capacity will be 
required to obtain special permit approval from the Common Council and may only be sited on properties 
more than five acres in size. Other solar energy systems, such as rooftop solar panels, will be permitted 
as an accessory use in all zoning districts. Supplementary regulations for solar installations are also 
included in the proposed amendments.  

We have reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal 
Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we find this to be a matter for local 
determination in accordance with the City’s planning and zoning policies. We are supportive of the 
City’s efforts to continue to fine-tune its solar regulations.  

Please inform us of the City’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention. 

Respectfully, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

 
By: 

 
Norma V. Drummond 
Commissioner 
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