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Dear Mr. LaValla: 

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a revised site plan (revised March 25, 2022) and 
related materials for an ongoing application to construct a new six-story multi-family building on a 0.64-
acre site located at 229 Willett Avenue (County Road 43) (SBL 136.79-1-23). The site is located within 
the CD-5 – Urban Center district in the Village’s downtown, and is less than a quarter mile from the Port 
Chester Metro-North train station. The property currently hosts the vacant Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, 
which includes the church building, an auditorium building, two residence buildings, and associated 
garages. All buildings on the site would be demolished, except for the front section of the church 
building, which is to be incorporated into the design of the proposed building. 

The proposed building is to contain 71 residential units (10 studios, 35 one-bedroom, 16 two-bedroom, 
and 10 three-bedroom), offered as mixed-income workforce housing. Amenities within the building 
would include a fitness room, a child playroom, and a lounge. A parking lot hosting 38 spaces would be 
partially covered by the overhang of the upper stories of the building that would be supported by 
columns. The driveway to the lot would be located along the south side of the building. The main 
pedestrian entrance would be directly from the sidewalk along Willett Avenue, and an alleyway along 
the northern edge of the building would provide secondary resident access to the building as well as 
access to the mechanical rooms. Solar panels are proposed on the roof of the structure. 

We previously reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General 
Municipal Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we responded in a letter 
dated November 15, 2021. We note that the number of units has been reduced by nine since our last 
review. We are also pleased to note that the applicant now proposes to incorporate the front of the church 
building into the new structure, which would provide a unique asset to the façade of the building, while 
helping to preserve an aspect of the original use of the site. We do, however, wish to restate our comment 
regarding the large blank walls along the eastern and southern facades of the building, which would face 
the surrounding single-family residences. We recommend the applicant include additional vegetation to 
provide further screening of these areas, or to provide fenestration or other detailing along these walls in 
order to avoid monolithic massing. 
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Please inform us of the Village’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention. 

Respectfully, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

 
By:  

 
Norma V. Drummond 
Commissioner 

NVD/MV 
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