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George Latimer
County Executive

June 24, 2022

Alison Simon, Town Clerk
Town of North Castle

15 Bedford Road

Armonk, NY 10504

County Planning Board Referral File NOC 22-011 — Parking on Lawns
Zoning Text Amendment
Dear Ms. Simon:

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a proposed local law to amend the text of the North
Castle Zoning Ordinance to add additional restrictions pertaining to parking vehicles on lawns across all
residential districts. As proposed, the Zoning Ordinance would now require all vehicles to be parked on
driveways “surfaced with concrete, asphalt or gravel. Parking on grass or dirt shall be expressly
prohibited.”

We have reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal
Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we recommend the Town consider this
matter more carefully. Requiring all vehicles, in all residential districts, to be parked on paved surfaces
could cause a dramatic increase in impervious surfaces within the Town, which would in turn exacerbate
water quality and flooding concerns, particularly for the portions of the Town that are within the Kensico
Watershed. We also point out that Kensico Dam Plaza could be impacted by this legislation since a
portion of the park is located in North Castle and is residentially zoned. The County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Conservation routinely offers parking in grassy areas when it is needed for overflow
parking. If this area were to be paved to accommodate this occasional overflow parking, it would have
a substantial negative environmental impact.

Please inform us of the Town’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record.

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention.

Respectfully,
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

By: MUW

Norma V. Drummond

Commissioner
NVD/LH
cc: Kathleen O’Connor, Commissioner, County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation
Cynthia Garcia, Bureau of Water Supply, SEQR Coordination Section, NYC DEP
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