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George Latimer
County Executive

May 13, 2022

Melissa Ferraro, Village Administrator
Village of Dobbs Ferry

112 Main Street

Dobbs Ferry, New York 10522

County Planning Board Referral File DBF 22-002 — Accessory Dwelling Units
Zoning Text Amendment
Dear Ms. Ferraro:

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a proposed Local Law that would amend the text
of the Village Zoning Ordinance to add provisions for permitting and regulating accessory apartments.
As proposed, accessory apartments would be allowed by special permit issued by the Village Planning
Board in any single-family residence and could not be more than 800 square feet in size. No more than
50 accessory special permits for accessory apartments may be in existence at any one time.

We have reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal
Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code.

We are supportive of allowing accessory apartments, as such units expand the range of housing types
available in Westchester communities, which is consistent with the County Planning Board’s long-range
planning policies set forth in Westchester 2025—Context for County and Municipal Planning and
Policies to Guide County Planning, adopted by the Board on May 6, 2008, amended January 5, 2010,
and its recommended strategies set forth in Patterns for Westchester: The Land and the People, adopted
December 5, 1995.

We recommend that the Village consider an alternative approach of permitting and regulating accessory
apartments as a permitted use in single-family zoning districts, as opposed to using a special permit
mechanism. We point out that other Westchester municipalities allow accessory apartments without the
need for a special permit and without a cap on the number of apartments permitted. We are not aware of
any adverse impacts. We also recommend against using subjective criteria, such as impacts to the
“character of the neighborhood”, as a means to refuse accessory dwelling unit approval.

Please inform us of the Village’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record.

Respectfully,
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

By: MUW

Norma V. Drummond
Commissioner
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