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George Latimer
County Executive

May 17, 2021

Robyn A. Steinberg, Town Planner
Town of Yorktown Planning Department
1974 Commerce Street

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

County Planning Board Referral File YTN 21-005 — Solar Farm — Dell Avenue
Site Plan and Special Use Permit

Dear Ms. Steinberg:

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a site plan (dated March 15, 2021) and related
materials for a proposed solar farm to be located on a 59.35-acre site located on Dell Avenue (SBL
70.15-1-2) which was previously considered for a residential development. The proposed solar farm
would occupy approximately 16.23 acres of the site, with the remainder left undeveloped. Alongside the
solar array, a battery energy storage system is to be installed, facilitating the electrical services of the
site. Access to the site would be provided through an existing driveway to Dell Avenue.

We have no objection to the Yorktown Planning Board assuming Lead Agency status for this review.

We have reviewed the site plan under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal
Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we offer the following comments:

1. Tree removal and screening.

Dell Avenue and the surrounding area have a wooded character, which could be compromised by the
proposed solar farm. The site plans do not show a count of the trees to be removed or how the solar farm
would be visually buffered from surrounding roads and properties. As the Yorktown Planning Board
continues its review of this matter as Lead Agency, we recommend that the environmental review include
an analysis concerning the loss of trees from this heavily wooded site.

In the past year, we have received several solar farm applications proposed throughout the county due
to the recent adoption of solar regulations in a number of municipalities. We point out that tree removal
counts and visual buffer requirements have been required in many applications, and we believe this
information to be critical in assessing a proposed solar farm’s environmental impact under SEQR. While
we are generally supportive of adding more solar power to our region’s energy grid, it should not be
done at great expense to other environmental factors, such as the carbon-negative impact of
deforestation. We point out that some jurisdictions — including Westchester County government — require
new tree plantings to offset the loss of trees due to construction. We encourage the Town to consider
deforestation impacts as solar farm development applications continue to be considered.
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2. Croton Watershed protection.

The site is located in the Croton Watershed. Components of the site development may be subject to
compliance with the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYC DEP) Rules and
Regulations for the Protection from Contamination, Degradation and Pollution of the New York City
Water Supply and its Sources, including the preparation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.
Adequate erosion and sediment control and stormwater runoff water quality protection, both during and
after construction, are of critical importance.

Please inform us of the Town’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record.
Thank you for calling this matter to our attention.

Respectfully,
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

By: MUW

Norma V. Drummond
Commissioner

NVD/MV
cc: Cynthia Garcia, Bureau of Water Supply, SEQR Coordination Section, NYC DEP



