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County Planning Board Referral File YON 21-008 – BR District Satellite Colleges 
Zoning Text Amendment 

Dear Mr. Spano: 

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a petition to amend the text of the Yonkers Zoning 
Code to permit satellite facilities of colleges, universities, or theological seminaries within the BR – 
Restricted Business, Residences Excluded zone as a permitted use with supplemental requirements. This use 
would require a minimum lot size of two acres. Gymnasiums and athletic facilities, dormitories, student or 
faculty housing and dining facilities, or infirmaries would not be permitted. If the location of the site is to be 
within a shopping center, the use may not occupy a total of 25% of the gross floor area of the center. 

This zoning petition originated from the Yonkers satellite location of Westchester Community College 
(WCC), located within the Cross County Shopping Center. WCC wishes to expand their facilities and offer 
additional classes, yet the current zoning code does not list colleges, universities, or theological seminaries 
as a permitted use in the BR zone. The current application would reclassify the existing college as a permitted 
use, allowing an expansion. 

We have no objection to the Yonkers City Council assuming Lead Agency status for this review.  

We have reviewed the zoning petition under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General 
Municipal Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and find this to be a matter for local 
determination in accordance with the City’s planning and zoning policies. 

Please inform us of the City’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention. 

Respectfully, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
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Norma V. Drummond 
Commissioner 
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