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George Latimer
County Executive

January 25, 2021

Vincent E. Spano, City Clerk
City of Yonkers City Hall

40 South Broadway, Room 107
Yonkers, New York 10701

County Planning Board Referral File YON 21-001 — Affordable Housing
Zoning Text Amendment

Dear Mr. Spano:

The Westchester County Planning Board has received proposed amendments to the text of the Yonkers
Zoning Ordinance with respect to Article XV Affordable Housing. The amendments include:

e Creating a definition for “affordable housing registry”

e Changes to the membership and responsibilities of the Affordable Housing Trust Fund
Committee

e Adjustments to the definitions of “bonus inclusionary development”, “medium multifamily
housing development” and “small multifamily housing development”

e Adjustments to the required number and distribution of affordable housing units to raise the
requirement for large multifamily housing developments to 20%, raise the requirement for
medium multifamily housing developments to 10%, and raise the requirement for small
multifamily housing developments to two units. Affordability requirements would also be
adjusted so that, in general, a greater percentage of units are eligible to households with lower
incomes. Fractional units would be rounded down if less than 0.3

e Changes to payment-in-lieu provisions to require payments to be reflective of construction costs
instead of using a per-unit payment schedule

e Allowing up to a 50% parking reduction for inclusionary developments consisting of 100%
affordable units

e Prioritizing HOME funding for inclusionary developments located in census tracts where the
number of low and moderate income persons is less than 50%

e Increasing the minimum affordability period for rental units from 30 years to 40 years

We have reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal
Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we are supportive of the proposed
changes as they could potentially increase the amount of affordable housing units that could be
constructed as part of future development in Yonkers.

With respect to the technical aspects of the affordable housing ordinance, we recommend the City
consider the County’s model ordinance provisions for guidance. The County developed these model
ordinance provisions to standardize the affordable housing programs across the county to make it easier
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for both customers and developers to know what they would qualify for or what the requirements would
be.

Please inform us of the City’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record.
Thank you for calling this matter to our attention.

Respectfully,
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

By MUW

Norma V. Drummond

Commissioner
NVD/LH



