
  Westchester County Planning Board Referral Review  
Pursuant to Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal Law and 

 Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code 

 
 

George Latimer 
County Executive 
 

432 Michaelian Office Building 

148 Martine Avenue 

White Plains, New York 10601 Telephone:  (914) 995-4400 Website:  westchestergov.com 
 

August 6, 2021    
 
Curt Lavalla, Acting Director of Planning 
Department of Planning & Economic Development 
Village of Port Chester 
222 Grace Church Street 
Port Chester, NY 10573 
 

County Planning Board Referral File PCH 21-006 – Modified Marina Redevelopment Project 
"Retail "D", 1 North Main Street 

Site Plan Amendment 
Dear Mr. Lavalla: 

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a site plan (dated revised May 4, 2021) and related 
materials for a site plan amendment involving a mixed-use building which is currently under construction 
on a 23,138 square foot property located at the northeast corner of North Main Street (US Route 1) and 
Westchester Avenue. This site, also known as “Retail D”, has been approved for retail at the ground 
level with 79 market-rate residential rental apartments on the second through fifth floors. The proposed 
site plan amendments include adding an ADA-accessible lift between the street and an elevated walkway 
that provides access to the storefronts. A second ADA-accessible lift would be added to access the 
residential lobby.  

We have no objection to the Port Chester Planning Commission assuming Lead Agency status for this 
review. 

We previously reviewed the development plans for this building under the provisions of Section 239 L, 
M and N of the General Municipal Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we 
responded to the Village in a letter dated January 12, 2018.  We offer the following comment on the site 
plan amendment: 

Universal design. 

Our previous letter noted that by placing building entrances substantially above grade, the site plan 
created a barrier to access. While we understand that the purpose of this design is to raise the floor area 
above the flood elevation for 100-year floods, our letter recommended the applicant consider alternative 
designs which would allow better pedestrian access to the retail stores. The proposed mechanical lifts on 
each end of the building appear to attempt to address accessibility concerns. 

We encourage the Village to consider the principles of universal design in this development. Universal 
design standards allow all residents and visitors to fully engage in our public spaces. Universal design is 
also an important means of allowing households to age in place as well as to allow for persons with 
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mobility issues to visit. Information on universal design can be found at: 
https://www.section508.gov/blog/Universal-Design-What-is-it. 

Please inform us of the Village’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention. 

Respectfully, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

 
By:  

 
Norma V. Drummond 
Commissioner 

NVD/LH 
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