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Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code

George Latimer
County Executive

September 15, 2021

Chris Kehoe, Deputy Planning Director
Cortlandt Town Hall

1 Heady Street

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567-1254

County Planning Board Referral File CTD 21-004 — Solar Energy Systems Moratorium

Dear Mr. Kehoe:

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a proposed local law that would implement a six-
month moratorium on the review and approval of applications for the installation of new ground-
mounted solar energy systems, known as Tier 3 systems.

The intent of the moratorium is to allow adequate time for the Town Board to analyze the existing Solar
Energy Systems local law that was adopted in 2018. The local law was based on the NYSERDA model
ordinance, yet the Town Board intends to study and amend the provisions to better protect wooded areas
and promote the location of new solar arrays within areas of less environmental impact.

We have reviewed the proposed moratorium under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the
General Municipal Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code. We point out that
moratoria should be enacted with specific intent and purpose and should not extend beyond a reasonable
time frame. The proposed moratorium appears to be consistent with these criteria.

As the Town considers revising its regulations, we recommend the Town consider requiring applicants
of Tier 3 solar installations to provide a carbon impact analysis comparing the costs of removing
woodland and vegetation against the benefits that the solar panels will provide. The Town should also
consider if parking lot canopies or large-footprint building rooftops could be suitable sites for solar array
installations.

Please inform us of the Town’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record.

Respectfully,
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

By MUW

Norma V. Drummond
Commissioner
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