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Dear Mr. O’Connor: 

The Westchester County Planning Board has received a copy of a an application (dated March 8, 2021) 
for the proposed restoration of the entrance driveway and walkways within Van Cortlandt Manor, 525 
South Riverside Avenue (SBLs 79.17-2-4,6,7). The building and surrounding property are listed as a 
National Historic Landmark. 

The project would repair and update the driveway and sidewalks accessing the site, allowing them to 
accommodate emergency services and better provide accessibility. A new sidewalk is proposed along 
South Riverside Avenue to connect the site to the ShopRite Plaza north of the site. Street features, 
including signage and lighting, would be replaced with updated systems that are historically sensitive. 
A new entrance gate across South Riverside Avenue would replace the existing gate. South of the Manor 
building, across South Riverside Avenue, concrete pads and utilities would be installed to accommodate 
a visitor reception tent area. Bike racks and electric vehicle charging stations are to be provided, and an 
underground stormwater management tank is to be installed. 

We have no objection to the Croton-on-Hudson Water Control Commission assuming Lead Agency 
status for this review. 

We note this review is outside of the jurisdiction of the County Planning Board as per the provisions of 
Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal Law and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative 
Code unless site plan review is required by the Village Planning Board. However, we commend the 
Village for including improved pedestrian facilities and connections within the proposed project.   

Please inform us of the Village’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention. 
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Respectfully, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

 
By: 

 
Norma V. Drummond 
Commissioner 

NVD/MV 
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