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County Planning Board Referral File BMR 21-001B – Regulation of Solar Energy Collectors 
Zoning Text Amendments 

Dear Mr. Zegarelli: 

The Westchester County Planning Board has received proposed amendments to the text of the Briarcliff 
Manor Zoning Ordinance to revise the existing regulations for solar energy collectors. The proposed 
amendments would permit community solar distribution arrays, and the installation of NYSERDA-approved 
alternative energy promotion programs. These uses would be in addition to the currently permitted solar 
collectors for use by occupants of a site that contains an array. Additional amendments are included to 
regulate installation and safety practices. A section of the regulations pertaining to large-scale solar collection 
systems or solar farms would be removed from the ordinance, with the notation that they could be considered 
later if the Board of Trustees wishes to implement large-scale solar farms by special use.  

We have reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal Law 
and Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and find this to be a matter for local determination in 
accordance with the Village’s planning and zoning policies.  

If the Village ultimately pursues enacting regulations for large-scale solar farms, we recommend the Village 
consider adding regulations for the replacement of trees. We note that a number of solar farm applications 
have been considered throughout Westchester that include a substantial loss of trees. While we are generally 
supportive of adding more solar power to our region’s energy grid, such installations should balance the 
expense of other environmental factors, such as the carbon-negative impact of deforestation. 

Please inform us of the Village’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 

Respectfully, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
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Norma V. Drummond 
Commissioner 
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