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Zoning Text Amendments 

Dear Mr. Zegarelli: 

The Westchester County Planning Board has received proposed amendments to the text of the Briarcliff Manor 
Zoning Ordinance. The amendments contain a revised version of a previously submitted text amendment which 
would incorporate the County’s Model Ordinance Provisions with respect to affordable affirmatively furthering 
fair housing (AFFH). The revised amendment contains several notations with respect to our previous comments. 
In addition, we have also received technical amendments with respect to certain special use permit provisions and 
to regulations involving the approval of site development plans.  

We have reviewed this matter under the provisions of Section 239 L, M and N of the General Municipal Law and 
Section 277.61 of the County Administrative Code and we find the amendments with respect to special use permits 
and site development plan approvals to be matters for local determination. 

We continue to be supportive of the Village adopting the Model Ordinance Provisions and we are appreciative of 
the revisions to the proposed legislation that take into account some of our previous comments.  However, the 
proposed amendments still contain provisions to allow applicants to pay a fee-in-lieu to buy out of their 
responsibility to provide affordable housing. We strongly oppose any fee-in-lieu provisions as they often fail to 
provide enough funding to actually construct the units that would have been required by a particular development.  

Having all of Westchester’s municipalities adopt the Model Ordinance Provisions is critical as it will standardize 
the conversation on affordable housing throughout the county, which is helpful for both developers and the 
families or individuals seeking this housing.  

Please inform us of the Village’s decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 

Respectfully, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
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Norma V. Drummond 
Commissioner 
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